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and a letter of good wishes to be read out each year'at the Annual General "

. his interest in our affairs without laying himself open to the chafge of -

‘readily available to the officials of the League who in times of stress could

. great personal pleasure. of presentlng to Mr. Bartholomew op behalf 6{';, P

_truly Liverpool table tennis is the poorer for his pasamz; )
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“BARTY” o B

T is with deep regret that we have to record the passing away on the 12th
March 1961 of our President, Mr. C. E, Bartholomew—"Barty” fo us all. ) g

’

In many organisations, the office of President is a purely nominal-affair,
requiring nothing of the holder other than his name on ‘the letter-heading- s

Meeting. The Liverpool League has indeed been fortunate for many yea.rs‘st" L
past, in that Mr. Bartholomew has never seen the office of President in this - -

light. To the contrary, he has regarded it rather as a means of contmmng* Eg

inferfering in our activities. His quiet guidance and- -sage advice were aiways

always turn to him without fear of rebuff. His vigour and keen partu:lpattmn'
in local events belied his 9 years and lasted right up to the _timé_ of lhis,_ death; -

Indeed, it was only a few short months ago that the Chairman had thé

members of the League, an iliuminated address, expressing apprec;atlen of
his services over the past 30 vears. It was as recent as the begmmng of"'
the current season, that “Barty” anmounced his President’s Award (detatls '
of which were given in our November issue) and it is good to know' that
this innovation will be continued, A '

We extend to the members of Mr. Bartholomew's fa:ﬁily,_oﬂr"deéﬁesf' T
sympathy in their sad loss.and know they will be comforted and foriiﬁé.d by
the sure knowledge of the affection and high esteem in Wh:ch thexr f;ﬂrg&
was held. RN

His memory will be perpetuated not only by the CHD whlch bears his
name but by the ideals and traditions which hé has sougﬁt to lﬁat&m over
such a long period. . -

+ We dislike cliches but make no-apology for saymg on tln'
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Question Box

The winner of the ‘toss before a
‘game cdn choose any of three
things—what are they?

SN

Merit and who so far have ‘been
its recipients?

. . The L:verpool League
~two" cups on a . National basis
©  -each year—do you know ‘them?

4" Who was the first Men's: Smgles
- World Cha.mplon

5. Must thc _table top be made of
WOOdP

6. Where and when are the next
" World Championships to be held
~—who will represefit England?

- (Answers on page 6)

_ 'Sel by Don Camron & lohuﬂel(im "

. What is  the Stamp Award of

enter for

.N@,w_ We Know

“‘ -with the Wortd Championships.
taking place in Peking, the Chinese
Peopie’s Republic (perhapis  not
coincidentally) have brought - out
theit own make-of ball which they
%:\Ii?' named “The Double Happy

The sales blurb which -accom-
panied. the [aunching of the new
. product officially described the new
ball as- being
whiter than all other makes.

‘So now we know! After all these
years—it . is not the bat, nor the
table nor our falhng eye-SIght——lts
the ball which is «t: fault.

Rounder and whiter!

Sounds. like someboady has been
using ‘Brand X

Thought—would ot “slap—happy.
ball' have been a better name?

| SEA wne

SR ?oa can rest assured

with

BEAC@N

were ; mterested to note that - =

both rounder and

Insurance Companies
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. that between the Men's ‘A’ team
- and- Mid Cheshipe, and I feel that

‘record of our Mén's ‘A’ team reads
 Played 6 Won 6,

Lancash:re and C'i:esbzre Lm

Anothe_r Suceessful Seasnn

(by J. McCAIG)

WITH escape from relcgatmn by
the Ladies’ 1st team, and no
tess than three. divisional champion-
s}nps by the Men's ‘A’ team, the -
Ladies’ ‘A’ team, and the Juniors’
1st feam, 1t can ‘Tightly be claimed
that all in:all, our league teams
_have, between them, enjoyed another
“good season. The fixtures have
now virtually been completed, only
two game$ remaining to be played,
neither of which will affect the
issue one way  or the other. -One
of the two matehes autstanding is

this encounter- will only  provide
another two.points for the Liverpool
tearit and also better -their. sets
average.

Supariority
sasiders - that

Overwhelmiy

When one the

Sets for 52, Sets

against 8, it wlli be realised that
some of. the Fposmon has been
fairly paor. has in fact been -

‘the case in some of the matches,
but not in all. Fhe overriding factor
in the games I have watched, has
been the extra determination ‘of our -
own players, and I have been most
gratified to see Vic Chesham, David
Fergnson and Les Mulholand go into
matches with the obvious intention
of winning. There has been a fine
téam spirit between them during the
season, and Peter Rumjahn, their -
non-playing captain, can be proud
of these three players who have -
been largely responsible for winning
Division 2 West for the second
season runnlng .

lluky ﬁnul:

For some’ unacconntable reason
the Ladies’ ‘A’ team seemed to
develop a large dose of nerves and
managed only one point from their
final two matches, Their lead at
the head of their division was, how-
ever, sufficiently long to ayoxd any
worrv that they might lose their
hard won spurs at the post, and so
once again they are Ladies Division
2 champions. The major share of
the honours must go to Mrs; Gladys

 Tadies’,

Rimmer, Mrs, Myra Lovelady, and
', Mrs; Pauline Lawrenson, who be-
tween them have done the llons )
share of the work. - L

Jumm too o LT

Perhaps the most impressive - of S ]
the three championship wing goes -~
to the Junior Ist team who, under i
non-playing captaimAlex Gould, have '
wrestéd the title from Warnngton i
Opposition in the junior division has ) |
been rather stronger than in:the . 1
senior divisions (excepting the.Ist = |
division of course), and John Rafh iy
Roy Smith and Robert Eden can be
well pleased with themselves. Smith
finished with an average of 8%,
a most. enviable record. Ball and
Eden were not very far behind, and
between. them have been good am- .
bassadors for the Liverpool League.
Regrettably, Smith and Ball have..
now completed their junior careers, L
and I shall be most interested to =~ >~ °
see ‘whetker - either, or both can
chaliénge for a place in either of:
out senior teams in due course; .

‘A’ team not far behind -
The juniors second string have
also ‘had- a. goodish -season, well led
by the ever keen “Joe Ellison. As L
with the Ist team, Rodney Myers;, ¥
Reg Gray and Alan Talson have
formed an almest 'unchanged -téam - ~
throughout the séason, and provided ;.
they win their outstanding match '
with Warrington, shou]dg ﬁmsh
runners-up to their seniors.”

Senior teams ﬁnuh wadl -

’fI‘he u}nc}‘:m I_.fe¢lit aIl round: for ﬂze
saetyo the Ladies" 1st te bas,. .
happily, proved anjustified, q&rl?; :
match against Blackpool resulﬁ?%
in a convincing win by 8 sefs. §

Miss Mansell, i(rs Moya Jone;

Miss Willcox' represented. the !e'ague
and for Mrs. Jones im particmiar it = _
was a happy night,-for not_ ofly did,

she win all heér sets, but st
her victims was, stsllgag ansonL
one of t Lah annty

selectors, Need T say_moref
The men’s 1st team wﬂ Jike 15:
finish up ‘about ik

the table, and can Iqak Ba;ek o a"
pretty good effort. - . oo




B
L
i

. unrepentant--—that the
clubs by the imposition of a 10-0

CANDID COMMENTS

'by The Editor

LSEWHERE in th1s issue under
“Letters to the Editor” is a
communication from Jimmy Green

in which he confesses himself (per- -

haps not for the first time) to be
“properly - confused”. Having made
that admission, Mr, Green proceeds
to take us to task in respect of last
month's Candid Comment wherein
we criticised the Management
Comthittee regarding the proposed
forfeiture of sets
clubs.”

That Mr. Green.should devote a
considerable amount of his - time
and talent to criticising the Iigest
for criticising the ° Management
Committee in respect of a decision
which they had not then taken, is
evidence, of Mr. Green’s admitted
confused state. But that is not all—
having commended the Management
Committee on their decision, Mr.
Green promptly .confuses us all by
saying “ however good these
players may be, they should follow
those forms of conduct wusual

. amongst civilised people, and if they
‘don't, get shut of them’, which is

prec1sely the policy which we in the
Digest tave been pursuing and in
respect of - which Mr. Green has
launched his vitriolic attack,

So much for M?, Green. .

Turmng now to the pioblem of :

teams playidg short. Let us say
right away that we sympathise with
the Management Gommittee in the
predicament in which they find
them,selves and are at issue with
them only in relation to the severity
of the - pemalty which shounld be
imposed. We are, .and will remain,
“fining” of

forfeiture of sets is. an wunsatis-
factory solittion—a contention borne
out by other contributors to this

month’s issue of this magazine.

Several writers have expressed

‘their -distaste at the prospect of

winning a divisional championship
by ‘courtesy of. the Management

" Committee but this is only part of

the problem as we see it. We
suggest that penalties of any kind
should satisfy three bdsic reqmre-
ments, namely -

by offending

(a).punish ;
(b) deter; . ’
{c) be bf-equal sever:ty to several
offenders. -
One ~has only to lock at the
League Tables to see that in very
few cases do these several conditions

apply.

Can it be said, for mstance “that -

the forfeiture of two matches =t
10-love a-peice is either a pumish-
ment ot . a deterrcnt to a club
langmshmg at the foot of a League
Table and already certain of
relegation? :
Or, that the penalty is of equal
severity * between c¢lubs who are

contenders for promotion and those -

in a comfortable mid-way pesition

having no_interest in promotion or

relegation ?
How would

the Management

Committee déal at the end of a

season with a Club or team which

has offended in; say, the last half-

dozen matches of that particular
season? In the event of the
Management Meeting faIlmg at so
late a date as to make :t unprac-

ticable to forfeit the -“next - two.
matches” because less than two
remain to be played, would  theé

punishment carry forfeit of the first -

two matches of the following
season.?

Is it right to argue that if a Club
plays short on, say, four occasions
and forfeits “the next two matches
at 100 a-peice” it should then
forfeit -the next four matches if it
offends 6n -subsequent occasions,
and then perhaps the mnext eight
matches should the offence be con-
tinued? At. what stage would the
Mianagement Committee feel that
the forfeittire of points becomes a
farce?

These questions are posed, notg

" with the idea of poking fun at the

Management Committee, but rather,

.in the hope that the greater thought

which has been given to this matter
might be of some assistance to that
body in the formulation of future
policy. They are practical - points
which should - not be overlooked

simply becausc the theoretical stages

(3]

outlined previously have not. so ar -

been achlevcli

)

¥
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ON.THE LIGHTER SIDE

One of our questions in ‘last’

month's Question Box brought quite
~a few interesting letters and com-
ments. We refer to that in which
we asked whp was the oldest player

in -the League and for ‘the name of -

the player who has been playing the
longest in the League. As perhaps
was not unexpected, the first into the
lists was our old friend Jimmy Green

who ran true to form by ringing -

up the Editer and laying claim to
having beén a member of the League
two years before it was formed!
Having heard Jimmy's. story, we can
vouch for its accuracy!

On a more serious note, we have

a good claim to stardom from Frank .
. Moore who also includes Edna in

his calculations, thereby taking the
‘matter a stage further—into the
husband and wife category. We
give Frank’s letter in full elsewhere
—we are just wondering what re-
action this might have on other
husband and wife pertnerships.

What, for instance, do thec Crafter

. family have to say on'the subject,

particularly as they now have a
most promising daughter adding
lastre to the family name. :

- Finally, we have had a most
delightful letter from a lady who
unfortunately wishes +to - remain

anonymotis—a request which in the -

circumstances, we felt bound to
honour—who writes to inform wus:

-1 am 65 years of age but for good-

ness sake don’t’ publish this or my
teenage colleagues will present me
with a pair of crutches! .1 camnot
claim to have played the longest in

:the League, as I only started to

play table tennis four years ago”.
Well, well, well . . , 65 years of age
and only taok up table tennis at
the tender age of 61. There is hope
for us vet, but more particularly for

the Liverpool League as long as -

this sort of spirit abounds. Well
done, our correspondent,

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

.- These words have an ominous ring
in_most circles, conjuring up in the
mind’s eye, the picture of a few of

T

-

tl;'e faithful,. huddled roumi a ta;ble,:‘ .

valiantly endeavouring te perform

the necessary tasks an behalf of the &

missing majority.

This perhaps is not a true picture
of the Annual General Meeting of

‘the Liverpool Leagie, in that mest .

clubs are usually represented at that

function if only to avoid the penalty

of the monetary fine for nom-

" attendance but it can hardly be said.

that the function is exactly invigor-
ating, Perhaps this year will be the
exceptior,x. " We hope it will be. - -

The columns of the Digest during
this season have been flooded with-
complaints and outcries of one kind

or another, All well and good—that

is what we are here for and we

-are delighted to give veént to such .

feelings, But the real place tolet off -
steam of this nature is the Annual

General Meeting, when all Clubs _

{or most of them) are represented,

and offending rules can be changed, -

providing that the argument is

reasonable enoiigh to persnade other

people to give it their support. We
ourselves feel most strongly that
several changes should be made at
this year's Annual General Meeting
and to this end are putting a
substantial portion of next month's

Digest at the disposal of those Elubs

who would care to use it as a
medium for publicising rule changes -

or any other matters which they =

want to raise at the A.GM. in May

as we feel that in so doing, we shall . -
give every individual in the -League-
an opportunity of knowing what is- -

in other people’s minds as -a reselt

of which -the suggestions can be |

pondered over in an atmosphere of
sweet reasonablenmess and finally if

" thought appropriate, supported and-

carried - at the Meeting. This.
facility of course, extends to. the
Management Committee should, they
so desire, T

.

To all our readers, we. would say
in conclusion that the rules are

~made not only for, but by you and.

YOU ~are the only ones who ¢an

alter them, and then, only jn" =~ -
Annual General - Meeting ‘and not - |

by moaning and groaning either to
the Digest or to’ one -another, .

s
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From the Secretary’s Desk

© TIDYING UP

(by Jobn McKim)

‘A SPECIAL General Meeting was

" held at the Liverpool Y.M.C.A.
on 17th February to discuss rule
amendments proposed by the Com-
mittee. ~ A large number of rule

amendments were put forward by

the Committee, but all of these

amendments were alterations to the

form of the rules and did not alter
the substance of them.

I am pléased to say that all the

' proposals were carried so the rules
in your handbook next season will
have. a completely new lock. You
may at first find a little difficulty

in finding any particular rule but
I think you will agree that the new’

style is a big improvement.
The Committée have felt for some

" time that-the rules were untidy and

badly in need of a complete revision
so last year a Sub-Committee under
the chairmanship of Mr. Hebson
took the existing rules ,apart and
drafted the proposals which were
submitted to the General Meeting.

In your handbook at present, if

' you were new to the duty of Club

Secretary or Team Captain, you
would have to look at Rules 15, 19,
204, 21, 23, 24 and 25 at least to
obtdin all 'the necessary information
to conduct a League match. Under
the new forth of the rules all this
information and much more, is con-
tained in. Match . Regulations - which
-are all'grouped together. Similarly,

~ all items dealing with penalties and-

_ﬁn:_mce are grouped together.

Tt 'is most probable that at the
AGM. in May the rules will be
altered again. Playing short and

not arriving for matches has been
" on the increase this season dnd
many people have expressed concern
at this state of affairs and doubtless
various suggestions to cope with the
_ problem will be put forward at the
AGM. ' S

Rules do not cobmat bad manners
It is hard to see, however, how
rules can bé made to combat bad
manners, because turning up late
without prior consent or not turning
up at all, is just plain bad manners,
and-a direct insult to your oppon-

ents: atid your ownm team. - We can

and do fine the clubs, but this is
not effective, as we have proved this
season.  We c¢an, and have, sus-
pended clubs, and -whilst this has

undoubtedly had an effect ¢n the

clubs suspended, it has not compen=.

sated their opponents for being
deprived of the games they were
entitled "to ‘expect as. membérs of
the League,. oA

We cannot take action -agaitist the
“individual players- in all cases: as
quite often when a -team plays. short
onlty four names appear on-the card,
and if we cannot penalise the player
every time it would bé unjust to

penalise the player in some instances -

_and the club in other cases.

_Solution Important
Let us hope that this state of
affairs can be improved next season
for the benefit of table tennis in
general and for your bemefit in
particular. ~Whether the solution

comes from the Committe¢ or the.

clubs matters little—the important
thing is -that it comes!

i
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© Balfour . . .-
~ Rafters ... .
‘Liverpool YM 23 17 42 145 85 3%

LR '-}

ABI)BN D THE DIVISIONS

(by our ‘Special Correspondents)

Division 1

PWULD F A Pts
218 31147 73%
2317 33155 7537

- Bohemians.. . 24 15 3 6 143 97 36
.Bootle YM. . 2316 4 3 149 81 35
Anﬁeld... 24 9114123 117 22
Oakhill . L2310 11 2 112 118 22
Limnets ... . .21 6 96 99 111 18
L'poolYMA23 6 13 4 103 127 16
" Victoria Park 22 6 124 95 125 16
Litherland . .23 6134 86 144 16
Victoria PkiA 23 6152 98 132 14
Bath Street ,.21 3135 84 126 11

Waterloo Pk 23 0212 47183 2

BY making Balfour forfeit two
¥ _valuable points, the Management
re-opened the

What was a

Comrmittee have
Championship race.

" foregone conclusion last month is -

now building up to a grand-stand

- finish ,with the ‘odds still in favour

of Balfour. Their task is a hard
one as their remaining matches
include clashes with Bootle Y.M.,
Liverpool Y.M. amd Rafters, three
of our best teams. Even if Balfour
are pipped on the post there can be
little or no satisfaction for any team
winning thé title unnder these
circumstances. . . _

[ - ¢

At the other end of the table

there is another great battle taking
place—the fight for survival.. Not
until the last week of the season

" will it be known which team will
Waterloo Park to-
" Division Two. :

accompany

Litherland have . 'made a fine
recovery, winning four of their last

- five matches. Victories over Oakhill,
‘Waterloo Park, Linnets and V1c—

toria. Park ‘A’ have doubled their
points - tally, and they now have a
good chance of retaining. their
status.

Eath Street are now in the danger
zone and they will need a good

" points return from their outstanding

fixtures. Their position is not as bad

- ‘as it appears for they have played
.. féewer matches than their -nearest

rivals and ¢an still reach safety by
virtue of their own efforts.

Division 2
PWLD F. A Pt
Waterlgo Dk 2319 2 2170 60.40
Rafters A . .23 16 4 3 145° 85 35
Beauélair.. .. 24 16 6 2 i51 89 34
Balfour A .. 23 16 61 143 85 33
Bootle YM A 2315 53135 9533
Victoria Pk B 23 13 55 130 100 31
F Bohemxans A 2312 83135 9527
..... 23.10 94122 108 24
Oakhl]l A ..24 4146 91149 14
Bath St A .. 23 5153 9 136 13
Cadwa .....23 5162 77153 12
Anfield A . .23 4163 7415611
Litherland A 23,2174 72158 8

Tucem .....21 3171 69141 7

ATERLOO DO(:K lost their

second “match of. the season to
“their closest rivals, ~Rafters ‘A’
due mainly to doubles scored by
Casselman and Blackmore. Lovelady
and Tobin added ‘a set apiece, apd
there it was—6-4.- But then Bootle
Y.M. threw a large “sized monkey
wrench into' the works by dishing
out a 7-3 hiding to Rafters: - Victoria

Park ‘B’ have slipped intg third.

place right on the heels of Rafters,
and ag [ write there is omly one

" point in it, Beauclait and Bootle

Y.M. bemg only a point behind
again. Four teams covered by two

points and  all’ chasing the Dock .
who ‘may still be overtaken. This .

is better than the well-known one
horse race. - While the Dock are
still favourites for promotion, to
forecast the probable runners-up is
best done by pulhng one name out
of the hat.

At the other end of the table
another scrap is going.on between

. four teams to awoid the drop to

Division 3. Cadwa appear to have
saved themselves, and with the help
of young Mr. Eden next year may
prove the team they were a few
years , back, but there are still

‘headaches at Bath Street, Anfield

and Litheriand. Lucem seem doomed
despite a valiant last half fight.
Last month .Jack Seddon’s loyalty.

to Waterloo Dock was mentioned.

How about the  loyalty of Jim
Rimmer to Lucem? Ever since the
formation of the - Wirral League

| Jim_ has ‘appeared in the Lucem




. . .
'

" Around the D‘wswns — contmued

teamw-helpmg them to ‘win pro-
motion  to the Ist Division, and
remaining with' them in the darker
days, while so many others have
been and gone. While he knows
that his ability could gain him a
place in most 1st Division sides, ke
has stayed with his own Club
throughout, and one has the feeling
that however far Lucem may

descend in the League, Jim Rimmer -

will be there with them. Loyalty
may not win medals, but it does
win aglmirationl ‘

ONGRATULATTONS to the
University . team of L. Rosen-
bloctn, M. Snyder, C. Crossley, L
Prosser, D. Rodway, with occasional
heip from R. Charman, J. Stoddart
and R. Howard, for proving beyond

-all doubt that they are the best

combination “in the Third Division.
Unfortunately, three of their team’
at least will not be able to play for
University in the Second Division
next season, but no doubt recruits
will come along to take their places.

The battle for second place, at the
time of writing, is in a most interest-
ing stage. ‘Either Fairlawn or
Police could win the promotion
place_and accompany University
into Division 2. Bootle Y.M. ‘B’
have dropped out of the hunt after
two successive home defeats against
the Police and the University, and
also losing at Linnets ‘A’

The vital promotion game between
Police and Fairlawn at Anfield

Road, ended in a draw.. A. Heague
(Polfce) won his two events beatmg
P. Whalley and L. Carter, while E
Mooney (FalrIaWn) won his two, .

9

J.RG.
Dmsmn 3
"PWLD F A Pts
Umvcrsnty .. 25 21 04174 76 46
. Fairlawn . . .2317 42 158 72 36
LPAS. ....2215 34138 8 34
Rafters B 2213 45127 93 31
‘Bootle YMB 2314 90131 99 28
Linnet A .. .23 12 10 1124 106 25
Linacre . .. .23 10 94130 100 24
Balfour B . . 2t 10 9 2 108 102 22
L'pocl YM ‘B 24 9114123 117 22 -
Eng. Electric 23 -8 10 5 116 114 21
Cadwa A ...25 514.6 198 142 16
Victoria PkC 24 6 174 88 152 13
Harold House 26 3 194 71 189 10
Wtrloo Pk A 23 . 0230 41185 0

defeating D. Gould and R. Hough,
both in the third game,

games and with ' J. Moneypenny's
victary over Whalley, completed
their five successes. B. Leeson, J.
Leeson and L. Carter won one each

However, -
Gould and Hough won their other

for Fairlawn and so managed to

take one v1tal league point,

Waterloo Park ‘A’ knew at the
start of the season that they were
in for a tough time.' The* loss of
established and experienced. players
has considerably weakened all their
teams yet they have made an- effort
to fulfil their fixtures. "I hope their
‘A’ team players, in particular,
captained by A. Turner, have

enjoyed their games, in spite of .

losing so regularly, and perhaps in
a lower division next season they

may taste the fruits of victory once

agaiil.

Victoria Park ‘C’- have now suc—'

ceeded in escaping relegation and
recent wins over Waterloo (6-4),
Cadwa ‘A" (6-4) and Harold House

(8-2) have ensured that the . team.

will contimme to hold its -Third
Division status. B.L.
Division 4 ;L

P LD F A Pts
Sefton Gen, , 23 21 02 167 63
Lussac .- . . 2317 4 2 144 86
Bohemians B 23 16. 4 3 156 74
Victoria PkD 2215 4 3135 85
Witrloo Dk A 23 8 78 125 104
Linnet B ... 23 11 10 2 124 106
Anfield B ... 2310 94 122 108
LPAS A..22 810 i 104 116
Balfour C . . 22 6 12 86134
Bath St. B. .22 7141 92128
Oakhill B...23 5135 9 134
Cadwa B ... 22 6 14 2°101°119
Litherland B 23 417 2 68 162 10
Bootle YM C 23 2 19 2 63 167 6

BARRING an epxdem:c of broken
legs Seiton assured thethselves

of winning this Division by beating

Lussac by a fair margin o‘f 7 sets

to 3, giving themselves a’ 5. point

EELEERRRRESE

lead for the run-ii. Lussac. seem

well set. to accompany -them ups.

r

i
i

wards, but they cannot afford to be : T

complacent about it yet.

At the bottom, Bootle _YM ‘are -
now_ doomed, but Balfour C’ gained
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Aroun.d tlxe Dmuon: — con.tlnued

three valuable points and have
pulled up to. within two pomts of
- Cadwa and Lxﬂxerlar.rd as 1 write.
However, sété average is a.gamst
them, and they will' have to do
something pretty drastic in the last
few matches if they are not to

taste 5th Division play next seasom. -

Their task is not impossible even
though highly 1mprobab1e at this
late stage.

It is remarkable to see the differ-
ence in the  number of players
appearing 'in the top and bottom
teams in this division. Sefton have
calted on only six players through-
ont, C. Bickerton having played
jthree times as reserve. Lussac have
had only seven players in their
tearn, P, Blackburn and C. Goodall
bemg the willing souls to turn up
on the Trtare occasions that the
regulars couldn't make it. - But
Litherland have had 17 players,
Cadwa 12, Bootle 11 and Balfour 10,
which seems to indicate that a
settled team pulls together a lot
better than does one composed of
five individuals who may ot may
not play again -together. It does
seem that team troubles can account
for teams. struggling at the lower
end -of a league table. .. -

LP.AS: are worth an honourable
mention. _While nicely placed mid-
way in “the table, fhey have beeén
upsét several times by, daties, and
it js miore than probable that had
they been in a position to. put out
their full team every week they
would have been much higher.  Yet,

- disappointing as this must be, ,they'

are, as they have always been, a
good crowd to play against and a
pleasure to meet. G.

Dms:on 5

. LD F A Pts
“Wvrtree Lab 22 22 00193 27 44
- L'pool CC. .2016 22147 53 34
Rafters C, .21 14 61126 8429
Fairlawn A . 2113 62136 7428
Whrrtree Bap 2113 62135 7528
L'pocl P.O. .20 10 6°4 108 92 24
Nalgo . . . .. 22 9103103 117 21
Boheémians C 21 8103 97 113 19
Bootle. Nalgo 19 5104 86 104 14
Telecomms . . 22 5134 85 135 4
~Coop. -....20 2162 60140 6
Domstc Miss. 20 2180 39 161 4
Wirloo Pk B17 0161 15155 1

" plus the fact that Hu

Anfield € . . 23

Y the time thése notes’ are read,
the 5th. Division should be wgll
sewn up..

Domestic -
Park ‘B’ will be relegated.

This has not been any ‘easy season ' -

for the teams in this division. They
have had to face up to two very

- good teams ‘in Wavertree Labour

and Liverpool C.C. and although the

- Cricket Club haven't run ‘Waver-
tree very close, they have proved

their class by leaving the. rest of
the division tar behind.

The -superiofity of Wavertree
Labour was underlined in the semi-
final of the Rumjahn Cup, when
the_v_lbeat Liverpool C.C. by ten sets
to ml.

Melntosh in straight games, 21-3,
21-8. Wavertree’s strength is
fgrther underlined by the knowledge

. that the Cricket Club have beaten -

3rd Division sides -on their way to
the semi-final.

Taking all this into consxderatlon,
th and
Farquharson are currently repre-

senting the Business House League’

tst and 2nd teams respectively in
the Lancashire and Cheshire League,
it seems hardly likely that any team
below . the an Dunsmn will beat
them.

Rafters ‘C’ are having a very
successful "season and will most
likely: finish the season in third

position.  Mrs. K. Casselman and
Mrs. M. Lovelady are in regular
attendance and are winning with
monotonous regularity.

e R.McE.
Division 6

. P W LDTF A Pis

Wav. Lab. A 24 23 01 205 3547

Fairlawn B .24 17 4 3 156 84 37

St.Fdwds OB 21 16 32 143 67 M4

Beauclair A . 2315 44161 69 3
Crawfords . , 23 12 7 4 140
L'pool YM C 21 11 46 131
University A 23 11 10 2 124
LPAS B . 23 7 10 & 105
Bath' St. C . 711 4 102
- Stanley Hse . 24 7143 89
Cadwa C .. .23 6152 9
Beauclair. B.. 24 3183 o4
St.Eds. OB A 22 3190 51
2210 38

"Wavertree Labour and -
Liverpool C.C. will be promoted and-
Mission and Waterldo -

The star turn-of this match ™
was Pete Hurworth who beat A.

SEAY SLT LRI EE
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Arsmd the Divisions conti.nun.;.d B

THlE Hy(ie Cup semi-finals %re
now over, and Wavertree Labour .

_are in the final as expected. The
_re-shuffle of the Y.M. team with

their Nos. 4 and 5 playing at 1 and
2 did not have any effect, although
Ma! Coltman almost brought off the
shock win of the season before -
going down deuce in the third to
Trevor Owens, the Waveriree No. 1.
Crawfords drew - with Brenka in .

_ the other semi-final and on the

night of the re-play turned up to
find themselves without any
opponents, They have claimed a

walk-over and. though Brenka have
appealed to the Management Com-
mittee, I think we shall see a
Crawfords/Wavertree ‘Labour final,

In the Brenka game, Bill Wood,
of Crawfords, added another two
scalps to his bag, and seems to be
doing rather well. His record shows
wins over several of the players

- listed in the divisional averages.

Another player whose name does
not appear in the top twelve is. Lyn,
of Stanley House, who is winning
sets consistently. A pity he can't
plav more often because his club
i5 capable of a better posmon with
him as a regular.

Honourable mentions to G. Benson,
of Crawifords, who inflicted on Ron
McEvoy, of Wavertree Labour, one
of his rare defeats in this division
and to young Pat Lawrence, of
Cadwa, who has improved so greatly
since the season got under way.
The Cadwa club have a fair number
of promising young players, and
should have no worries about their

future playing strength. JT.
Division 7

’ P W LD ¥ A Pts
Crawfords A 2422 11191 49 45
L'pool CC A 2320 21 172 58 41
Wav. Lab. B 2319 22153 77 40
Rafters D . .23 14 721390 9 30
Nalgo A . . .23 11 66 132 98 28
¥Eng. Eler B24 9 87 124 116 25
Eng. Elec. A 23 11 10 2 119 111 24
Fairlawn C . 23 10 11 2 110 120 22

- Linet C .. .23 7115 109 121 19
- Bootle YM D 22 7123 95125 17
Tech. Studs. . 23 514 4 87 143 14
Lewis's .. ..24 3192 81159 8
Crawfords B 23. 3191 57173 %
OCakhilt C... 23 2210 51 179 4

L aed
—

_match was a draw.

N Division - 7 we still  have
Liverpool Cricket Chab ‘A’ and

Crawfords ‘A" heading the table. © .
However, hoth these teams dropped  ~ . -
a point Tast month.” Cricket Club - -
dfew at Wavertree Labour ‘B’ \'mth ’
L. Hogg and J. Branagan winning
both of their sets and P. Chiinn
winning both of his for Crleket
Club. :

Crawfords ‘A’ drew with Lmnets
‘C’ in a match in which not one set
went to three, W. Griffiths and K.
Dutch won two each for Linmets
while G, Benson and R. Conley won
two each for Crawfords. )

When the two  English Electric
teams met the two Captains had to- -
pla-r each other in the final set of - .
the match. It was won when W.
Sill, of the ‘B’ team, beat -J. .
Coleman, of the ‘A’ team, with the oo
score 21-13, 34-32. The result of the o

H
]
i
3

At the bottom of the table,
Lewis's have picked up a few more © -
points which ‘should keep them . . .
Division 7. Lewis's rise leaves -
Crawfords ‘B’ and Oakhill *C’ at the -
bottom. :

The evenfual winners of the |
division now seem certain to bé =~ . ¢
decided in the last match between . . . .
Cricket . Club, and Crawfords ‘A’ at . . -
Liverpool C.C. It should be a verg‘ R
close thing but I think Cricket C BN
will just make it.

Division 8 ‘

' P W LD F A Pis |
Brenka . ... 1818 00,169 11 36 .
University B 21 16 2 3 [51 5% 35 o
Brenka A...1815° 21 1372- 433
Colomsay . ., 2112 63134 227 -
Wtrloo Pk C 21 11 64119 91:26 7 -
Litherland C 23 11 12 ¢ 113 117 22!

Wav. Lab., C 21 10 9.2 115 95722
L'pool CC B 23 9122119111 20
LYCA. ...20 710314 9% 17 .
Linnet D ...,22 7141 9412615 -
Sefton A-...21 416151 159. 9
HaroldHse A 22 317 2 38/182 8
Litherland D 22 2182 2419 6

IF the Editor permits, thig is'where .
I blow my top! Five teams -
have dropped ont- of this divisted ;
this season. Co-op ‘A’ and’ Lewigs
did so early on, and had geod réagon.-
for so doing, since they ¢ould .not .
guarantee to’ ﬁeld a full te é\réry R
week., Séfton @ is .more di lt :




all- season.

Ammd tl:e Dw:nons — continued

© understand,” since they - have got

qltu-te good regserve strength even
ough Bickerton is badly hurt
(I wish him a speedy and full
recovery). Harold House have done

" this for the second seasen in

succession, and the Management
Committee might be well advised to
seriously consider any future appli-
cation from this team, whose record
over the past ten scasons shows a
decided inclination to drop out
unless successful. A poor spirit one
would think, and I feel that this
team can hardly be held up as an
example for others to follow. But
the one which is completely inexcus-
able is Litherland ‘). They came
in at a late stage, played about 5 -
matches without attempting to pull
up arrears, and' then, just dropped
out again. This might be overlooked

hdd thherland not got enotgh

players, but in their ‘C’ team there

have been 18 players this season,”
MUST E

and of these, 13

RESERVES who were eligible to.

play for the ‘D,
All players of these teams having

" paid for the Digest will receive their

copy and I hope that the members
of the Litherland ‘D’ team will be
pleased with my reaction to their
stupendous efforts in this division.

I have left no space for any com- ’

ments on the doings of the clubs
loval to the division, but I hope that
next-month’s effort will be enough
to make up for this deficiency.
Although it is not usual to put
ong’s name to these notes, 1 feel
that the Editor may be persuaded
to let me do sg in view of the
above. Jim Green

Women’s Notes
{by Eileen Mansell)

Women S Dmsnon

PW LD F A Pts
Rafters . . . . 2220 11165 5541
Bohemians . . 20 17 0 3 165 35 37
Cadwa . .. .2017. 11163 37 36
Bath St. ... 2215 52 151..69 32
Qakhill . L2214 53147 73 31

. Wyrtree Lab 2012 71120 8025
Linnet . .21 8103114 96 23
Cadwa A .- .21 10 11- 0 100 110 20
Orrell . .20 8102107 9318
Bnbbys ..... 22 6115 9812217
Bohemians A 20 7 130 83 117 14
Huntley & P22 5170 73 147 10
Waterloo Pk 2t 4170 57 153 8

- Rafters A . .21 2190 29181 4
Bootle Nalgo 22 0220 8212 0

E season is fast reaching its
“climax and the top of the table
ts still in the balance.. Rafters,

- Bohemians -and Cadiwa are all in the
“Hunt and I could not predict at this
_point what will happen. The three -

teams are very evenly matched and
they have been level pegging nearly
Thev have dominated
the league for quite a few years and
I.can see no reason why they wont
continue to do so for some little
time to come.

‘Qakhill“ are not far behind but’

-infortunately they have not any

réserves- to fall back on.
' ‘ ‘ : 12

be necessary,

Linnets and Bath Street are all
doing well but 1 cannot see them
overtaking any of the leading three
teams, However, the future can
take care of itself. : '

The standard is very high so it
is up to those younger players to

_put in some hard practice and try

to raise it -to a much higher level

There have been one or two
individual surprises in the League.
‘B. Pinnington, of Huntley &
Palmers, had a thrilling match with
Pauline Lawrenson, - of Cadwa,
scraping home 23-21 in the third
game—this, unfortunately for H. &
P., was their only win of the match.
Lil Upton and Lil Jenkins, of Orrell,

both defeated Doris IXArcy in their

match against Rafters.

Muriel Cox and Mabel Francis:

have both claimed Joyce Randells
scalp this season—this shows the
improvement of both Mabel and
Muricl as neither have beaten Joyce
before.

. Old rivals meet again in the final
of the Bantholomew Cup which this
year ~will be between Bohemians
and Cadwa. In view of the ‘even
strength of both these sides, it is
more than likely that a re—play will

~
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A MUG’S GAME

(by Ray Hebson)

NLY a mug would waste time
and money entering for a
tournament w1thout any hope of
winning I”
Words to this effect are frequently

- heard during a League tournament,

The obsérvation is wusually made
with great emphasis and appears to
give- its perpretator considerable
satisfaction, as thopgh it were the
result of some very degp and

" original thinking. In fact the idea
"embodied in the remark is neither

original nor confined to table tennis.

. Happily the matter can be put in

its true perspective, as it is current
editorial policy fof the Digest to be
broadened to take in affairs other
than local table tennis. So let us
transport ourselves, in. imagination,
to one of fhe amphitheatres of
ancient Rome. -Listening carefully

" outside the changing-room, we hear

one gladiator say to another: ‘Only
a mug would take part in combat
without any hepe of winning!”

How very true! A gladiator who
was defeated but not killed in com-
bdt was at the mercy of spectators,
who would decide by.voting whether
he should live or die.

Re-attuning our minds. to the
present time and to the spert of
table tennis, we find nothing in the
regulations ¢f either the Open or
the Closed which puts a player in
peril of his life if he loses. The
Merseyside Open regulations. do not
mention losers (except that losing
semi-finalists in the Men's Singles
are entitled to prizes) while the

Liverpocl Closed regulations say
that a losér may have to bmpire

the next set and that first-round -
- losers in some events are’ eligible

for the Consolation Singles.
How do we compare, as regards

enlightenment, with ‘the - ancient

Romans?  As a loser, would you

rather

(a) umplre and possmbiy be consoled

(b) dle;‘
Our venue for this year’s Closed
will again be Dingle Vale Scheol,

as our appeal last year for alternat- - .

ive suggestions brought forth no

response. It is unfortunate that the-
school hall lacks the magnificence -

of the amphitheatres of old, some

of which were huge and would .hold -

up to 80,000 spectators; but our
ambitions -are modest, and . one-
hundreth of that number watching
the Closed would satisfy us very

-well. 5o -even though it is too late

to enter for this year’s Closed it is
still possible to come and watch.
On Finals Night (Apnl 8th) we hope
to have an interval,’ during which
tht canteen will - be open’ and

players, spectators and officials can ,"

meet each other before parting. for
the close season. If you do come
as a spectator the orsanisers will
be happy to see you.
necessary to justify your® non-
playing ‘presence, so don't bother
teiliig everyone that only a mug
would waste time and mohey
entering for a tournament thhqut

‘any hope of winning,

4
j
i

It is net .

ORI s

'VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS -

THE SPORTS SPECIALIST_ :

TABLE TENNIS EQUIPMENT ‘A SPECIALITY .
Championship Tables, Bats, Balls, Nets, Shoes and Clothing.«...
, All. makes of named Bats and Tables supplied. = =

JACK SHARP Led

TELEPHONE N ROYAL 4?93]4 ]

36-38 Whitec_h_a_pel, Li,v‘erpo'olﬁ-l
. : 13 ot




Letters to the Edlwr

Deér S.u',
It is morg im hope ‘tham anger
that 1 sit down to write a letter to

" the Digest to suggest a,way out of

the present “state” of Liverpool -
table tennis. - Reading through the
Febriary issue the ontstanding point
is that a club has been penalised
for repeatedly failing to turn up
with a full team and the Secretary

~has stated the case for new rules

to penalise these offenders. The
Management Committee ruling has
been criticised by the Editor, but
why? Whatever decision the Com-
mittee arrived at would have been

criticised; could they mnot have

banned the particular team from

" playing for the rest of the season?

Further on in the Digest it appears
that Waterloo Park ‘B’ -are incap-
able of turning up with a full team,
‘And so the sorry tale continues,
players turning up after mg’ht
schoal, players failing to arrive, not
one member of a team present
before 745 or 8 pum., etc.

© What is the solutton? 1 think it

“is simple-—Rule 23 states, however

it is read—that the startmg time
is, sometime between 7.30 and B pm,,

- and the present trouble is'a natural.

progréssion of this ruling. There-
fore 1 suggest a clear ruling “that
the starting time shalibe 7.30 p.m.
(or-any other realistic time) and all
games of absenf  players ‘will be
claimed after this time.. Three such-

© offences -to entail automatic dis-

gaalification from Liverpcol Table -

.I’znms for the remainder of the

season,” Yes, we would Ilose
20-30% 'of the League -players but
isri’t it ~Worth it to prevent the
present chaos from continuing?— -
and continpe #t will, until we get to

the rea] root of the trouble.

As.a footnote I would hke to

~ Torestall the player who :says “Oh
‘yes; hut I can't arrivé- before 7.45

pm. because of work” Then, Sir,
the answer is simple—you can't play
League - -Table Tennis.
Yours faithfully,

G, C. Vic

- chtona Par‘k',{'TC

'

13 i

Dear Sir,
It is with regret that 1. feel that

the followin  facts should . be’.'

brought to your notice.

On arriving at Norwoecd Com-'
munity Centre at 7.25 pm. for the .
match against Litherland which was -- .
scheduled to start at 730 pm, we -

were greeted by the caretaker ‘who

showed us into the room where the .
match was' to be played.  As there.

were nmo members of the épposing

team present, T enquired from the .-

caretaker if any of them had been

. to the room. He replied that, “they
usuzlly arrived about 8 pm.” My .

colleagues and F set up the ‘table
which was lying .in the corner of
the room and waited for the oppos-
ition' to arrive (an unusmal cotirse
for a visiting team}. - At 8 p.m,, two
of the opposing players arrived, but

as the Captain was not present they-

were unwilling to fill in ‘the card.
At 820 p.m. (bv which time I con-
fess that I was more than somewhat
annoyed by the whole affair), we
again asked the Litherland players
who were present to fill in the card
which they did.

After three of - the games had

been played with balls belonging to .-

the Lussac Club (there being none
supplied for use’by the Home team),
a further member of their team
arrived at 840 pr. All the games
possible invelvihg only three of
their players were played, the other
two . members of the opposition
failing to arrive at all.

Yours faithfully,

P. Blackburn,
Lussac, T.T. Secretary

Dear Sir,
Now you have got me proper]y

-confused. In the January issue I

read an attack on the Management
Committee for not getting tough.

Ipthe next issae an attack on them .

for GE’ITI'NIG s tough. - Please
elucidate.

‘We all know that among our
number there are a few who set
themselves above' all eriticism,
above all League rules, and above
all- expressmns of normal decent
behavious. - These odd - forms. of
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Letters to the Editor — continued

life do not turn up to matches 'or
amble in at any old time which
suits themselves, without apology.
THESE ARE THE ONES WHO
SHOULE - BE CONDEMNED.
The Manhagement have decided to,
impose heavier forms of penalty for~
stich offences, and crikey, what a

- squeal goes up! Good show. The
. majority are right behind them,

merely because tgble tennis would
be far .better off without these
bigheads (or altermatively, ill-
mannered  louts). However good
these players may be, they should
follow those forms of conduct usual
amongst civilised people and if
they don't, get shut of them.

Having regard tc the formis of
penalty tmposed by the Manage-
possibly they "have been
mistaken, it at least they have
shown a determination to clean the

- game up, and for that we should be

grateful, not abusive.’ And there ‘is
the old saying that °
never made a mistake, never made
anything”. Sure they make miistakes
—who doesvnt? But the people to
abuse are the offenders who create
the necessity for the penalties in
the first place, NOT the people
trying to clean up. For I believe
that the Committee will learn by
their errors and will impose penal-
ties equzilly strict as -the recent
ones, but perhans in such a way as
to aEect no other Clubs.

I rather care for the underlying.
assumption that the Management
are infallible and should never err.

- Tt comes 4o my mind that they are

ordinary .people, eclected by - the
Clubs to run the .affairs of the
League within thé framework of
the rules which we have made

_.They are not supermen, and they -

. irom every right-minded member of.
‘the League for showing their: teath.”

‘the. man who -

S

deserve all the backing .possihie *

Thi$ is not to. be taken as &
precedent. For years I have been .
using the Committee as.asort of
“Aunt Sally” and will probably do
the same at some future time, but
NOT when they are trying to clean
up .the game in Liverpool for the
better enjoyment of the better-
mannered players in the League. -
So, for once, count me on the side
of the Angels,

Jim Green,
Linnets -T.T:C.

Dear Sir,

I Arst registered wlth the League
for North Liverpool T.T.C. season
1929/20. . The following season. I
was introduced to the Fairfield
T.T.C. {now Qakhill) by the late

Mr. L. E. Forrest, who founded the - -

Club. The war -came, Oalkhill
closed down and I reglstered for
L.P.A.S. with Renny. Crafter. T re-
opened Qakhill T.T.C. in 1945/46
and was registered up to last’ season.
This makes 30 years playing in the -
Liverpool and District Table Tennis
League. .

Regarding Edna:— Edna joined

Oakhill T-T.C. during season 1935/6+

and registered the following year,
The war vears intervened, also two
years not registered, which makes -
t9 years registered and still playing.
The aggregate for both of us has
reached 40 years registered. I guess
I'm not the oldest in years; bt at -
54 last season, you know, it cotld be:

Frank* Moore =

Wé, supply-:—.. -

- BUKTA Table Tennis

Johnny Leach, Barna, Bergman etc.

Shirts‘

colours.

T.T. Bats, -

in all

Sandwich Bats. T,ournament and Club Tables.

Nets.and- Posts.

in fact EVERYTHING FOR- TABLE TENNIS

HENRY WHITTY & sw

— LIMITED =
T 15 BASNETT sT'_.,E LIVERPOOL 1
Opén All Day- Saturday 15'

T.fephone ROYaI 3011




Letters t.; tbe ‘Ediuu- -~ continned .

Dear S:r, .
JIn reply fo Question Box in the
Table Tennis Digest for February,

"may T “siake my claim” in answer
. to Question 6(a).

[ am 65 .years of age, but for
goodness sake don't publish this or
my teenage coHEag-ues will present
me with a pair of crutches! ] have
no claim to No. 6(b) as I only
started to play table tennis four
vears ago.

Yours faithfully,
Name and address supplied..

Dear Sir,.

Reference Jim Green’s letter in
last’ month’s issue, I shall not be
joining his Fan Club if he again
wisconstrues what 1 write :—

i. I did not say showers are a
“must” for changing in, I sug-
gested it was not hygenic to go’
hame in playing clothes. It is
not healthv either especially on
winter nights—showers would be

- a help.

2. The phrase “lower garments”
which J.G. finds amusing was
_taken from a previous article in

“‘the Digest by a distinguished
. cortespondent on the correct
‘attire for both sexes. Further-
more, changing, to my way of
thmkmg, constitutes a complete
“strip” mnot ea&ﬂy achleved in
some ‘of the “spots” . in . which
J.G. does his quick—change act.

.. 3" Ladies are generally more

correctly attired than the men,
they seldom change however no
~doubt due to the primitive
surroundings which J.G. finds 50
convenient.

4. Mr. Green is quite right in say-

ing that lack of facilities is an
excuse for not changing, but here
I am safe in the very good
. company of the majority of
* . League players who are already
changed, apart from pumps, on
arrival, doubtless ‘preferring the.
: cleanliness, safety, warmth of
‘their homes to the . dismal, dusty,
damp, dark dungeons of places -
lI!Ikai} the cellars of Bootle Town

Harcld Cohen,
" Liverpool C.C.

.‘ | | - i V 16.

Dear Editor,

I agree with youwr remarks
re'garding' the Management Com-
mittee’s decision of forfeiting points
for continual shortage of. players
and the Committee do not .seem
to think on the fines of
“COMPETITION", Points given
away like this tends to - reduce
enthusiasm to either gain promotion
or gscape relegation, and some clubs
beneﬁt unfairly.

A similar instance occurred when
two of Waterloo Dock’s players
were-unable to get to the venue due
to dense fog, and when all possible
games had been played, the score
stood at 5-1 in the Pock’s favour
and because the card was signed by
both Captains at 5-5, the Committec
ruled that in accordance with Rule

2b, the mratch should stand as ‘a

draw. Both teams considered this
very unfair, and as the matter was
reported the ddy after the match,
a replay was expected, This “point”
could have a marked effect"on both
promotion and relegation batties.
(I have correspondenée available
should .you.wish to read it.}

“The Committee should appreciate -
‘that points have to be earned fairly,

and the enjoynient in any sport is

the “COMPETITION” and no club
wants “GIVE AWAY POINTS”,
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wanted to know how long Waterloo
Dock team had been together. The
present team has only been together
for five -years but when we first
entered the Liverpool League in
1048, three players—]. Seddon, L.

Burrows and C. Dunn were, playmg :

then and are still playing in the first
team. Of the other two, A. Byrne
has been in the team for nine yeats
and L. Sille for five years.

I onlv hope the Management
Committee’s decision regarding the
mcomplcted match does not prevent
our gaining promotion te Division

1, after journeying from the North

Reglon 13 years ago.

Yours faithfully,

J. C. Seddon,*

-. Hon.. S‘ec Waterloo Dk P.T.C.




