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EDITORIAL
E, believe that there will not be many people who will regret the ending of a
melancholy Season.
Beginning with the unfortunate episodes' involving the Balfour and Wavertree

Labour Clubs, it dragged its way through with more than the usual spate of
withdrawals, which affected the Ladies Division more than most and reduced their
number of competitive matches to a minimum, to end on a high note of tragi-comedy
with the fiasco of the Readman and Rumjahn Cup Finals.

Many rumblings of dissatisfaction with the state of Liverpool table tennis have been
heard, as a result of which one might have anticipated one or two resignations from the
Management Committee, but all the members of that body, with the exception of Joe
Ellison, have signified their willingness to stand for re-election.

More to the point, however, is the fact that despite the apparent dissatisfaction of
League members with the Management, only two new people have been nominated for
service on the Committee, one of whom must, of necessity, fill the vacant place created by
Mr. Ellison's withdrawal. This would seem  to disprove   the   old  adage   that   "actions
speak  louder than  words".

Among the more heartening aspects of the Season has been the happy way in
which our new President has identified himself with Liverpool table tennis. Living as he
does in Hertfordshire he could have been excused for becoming merely a name on
official communications, but such would be foreign to the nature of Mr. Ken Hyde,
whom we have been delighted to have with us at our Open and Closed Championships.
To follow in the footsteps of such a distinguished predecessor as the late Mr.
Bartholomew was a task sufficient to intimidate any man, but Ken Hyde has responded
to the challenge in a way which would have received the commendation of "Barty" himself.
Who can  say more ?

Then there was the case of the pleasing little ceremony which took place at  a recent
Management Committee Meeting,  when Mrs.  E. Cameron ("Mrs. Fixture
Secretary" to most of us) was presented with an item of jewellery as a small token of
appreciation of the hard and unrewarding work which she has done for the League since
Eddie took over. Hardly an evening passes without the telephone disrupting her family life,
and one can only be impressed by her never failing good humour on these occasions.

Informal presentations of this nature demonstrate that whatever else might be
said of it, Liverpool table tennis does, at least, preserve a sense of value and is not
afraid to show it when the time is appropriate.
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READMAN  CUP
HE first match between Bootle-Y.M.C.A. and
Liverpool Y.M.C.A. was as tense a battle as
the Readman Cup has yet seen. It did not start

until turned 8 o'clock owing to the absence of
Bootle's Captain, and none of his team mates
would fill in the card. The main impressions
remaining of this match was the play of Ralph
Gunnion, Dave Butterworth's strong challenge to
him, the strange lapse of form by Peter D'Arcy
(who had as unhappy a match as he is likely to
have for years) and a three-mile walk home at
midnight thanks to the late start! However, with
Bootle having the edge on games, a replay was
called for the following Friday, which I was not
able to attend due to illness. (Jim Green)
About the replay (writes Eddie Cameron),
perhaps the least said the better. I went along to
the match knowing full well that the two teams
were there on sufferance. Nobody wanted to play
in this final, and we, the officials, tried not to
provoke any incidents, but to the eternal credit of
the two groups from the Y.M.C.A's, they were
equally sincere in their desire not to cause any
friction with us. Suffice to say that Bootle won
their first ever victory in a Readman Cup final.
What a pity that it was such an empty victory. At
the conclusion, Dr. Loughrey spoke on behalf of
both Clubs, refusing all medals and the Cup in
protest. They had complied with the Management
Committee's instructions, and had been led to
water, but could not be made to drink. So the
Readman Cup remains for this year with the
Management Committee.

HYDE CUP
y beating Crawfords 7-3, Brenka provided a
major upset in the Hyde Cup final (reports
Ron McEvoy). Make no mistake about it, is

was no lucky victory, nor was it easy, for that
night Brenka were undoubtedly the better side.
Both teams top their respective divisions and
each unbeaten since last year's semi-final which
Crawfords had won after a replay. It is ironical
that the two new members of Crawfords team,
brought in to add strength since last year, Phil
Cox and Tom Partington, were those who
suffered double defeat to spell tragedy for their
side.
Crawfords, the away team, called on Cox to
open against Brenka No. 1 Bill Miller, but he
was obviously nervous and never looked like
troubling Miller who dominated the game with
stylish defence and a controlled attack.
Crawfords Captain, C. Hoare, restored the
balance, beating D. Spencer, after which the
games then went with the "call" to 3-all. It was
then that Crawfords called on Peter Modesto
meet Cox, and since Morley had earlier lost to
No. 4 Harrison, it looked a safe bet, but Morley
turned the match toward Brenka by winning a
marathon set at 23/21, 21/23, 22/20, and Brenka
kept on the pressure when Rockliffe beat
Partington, again on a deuce in the third.
One must sympathise with Crawfords who for
the second time in succession reached the final
only to lose, but the match was so close that it is
no injustice to Brenka to say that the result
might have gone the  other way.
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On Playing To Win
Dear   Sir,
At first I was going to ignor the letter from
Mrs. L. Jenkins, but as the Management
Committee were included in her comments I
feel a reply  is  called  for.
I  feel that the reason why Mrs. Jenkins sent
in her letter was because she had an "off"
night and after coming off the table, beaten
for the second time in one night, her outburst
and comments on the game shocked her own
team as much as it did ours.
I would ask Mrs. Jenkins to look at part of the
letter sent in by her team-mate -that part about
"playing to win, but accepting defeat with a
good grace".
Finally, I would like to know how many of us
go on a table for a game and play it in such a
way as to ensure our defeat but are consoled
in the knowledge that it has given our
opponents a game he, or she,   has   enjoyed.
Alex. E. Gould

Dear   Sir,
In reply to L. Jenkins  (Orrell), re letter
previous Digest, I should like to say that here
is one who agrees with Mr. A. Gould. At least
40% of the players in the Liverpool League
should put their bats away or confine their
playing to friendly games. The 40% I refer to
are the ones who turn up late every week—
and this means after 7.30 p.m.—the ones who
don't even turn up at all,

and the ones who play the game not to win but to
have a night out (what an example these three
types give to keen young enthusiasts!).
Whilst disagreeing with the bold statement "to
score 21 regardless of how they are obtained'", I
agree with Mr. Gould, the object of League Table
Tennis is to win as often as possible, otherwise
what is the point of playing in a League?
G. C. Vick, Victoria Pk.

Dear   Sir,
To quote somebody out of context is often
misleading.
In her letter, printed in the March issue of the
Digest, Mrs. Jenkins implies that Mr. Gould was
suggesting unfair tactics in order to win. He was,
in fact, merely supporting me in a somewhat
heated argument after a set in which Mrs. Jenkins
challenged my right to change the style of play I
had used in previous unsuccessful encounters, for
one she found more difficult.
Mr. Gould tried to point out that the aim of the
game is to win, and that there is nothing unfair in
exploiting an opponent's weakness.
Surely Mrs. Jenkins will agree that if we are not
to be allowed to bring a little intelligence to the
game not only a lot of us, but all of us, may as
well put away our bats.

D. M. Campbell, Bath St.
T.T.C.

QUICK   FLICKS
Anfield T.T.C. are willing to share their club

rooms with another Table Tennis Club needing
accommodation.

Enquiries  to:—
R.  Gray   (Jnr.),
35  Kendal  Drive,
 Maghull.

The Digest, and indeed every member of the
Liverpool League, congratulate Ralph Gunnion
on becoming the first Liverpool player to win a

national title for over 12 years,  which  he  did
when  winning the Scottish Open. In fact it has
been quite a Season for him, for in addition to the
Scottish he reached the final of the Irish Open,
won the Midland Open, and became a member of
the Warwickshire County side.

This young man has achieved his success the
hard way—not through coaching schemes but by
travelling to open tournaments throughout the
country and by a dedicated approach to the game
all too seldom s«en in the young player today.
Well done Ralph.
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From the Secretary' s Desk

28th MAY, 1962 - A DAY OF DECISION
AT the Annual General Meeting, which will
be held  at the Liverpool Y.M.C.A. on
Monday, May 28th, the Management
Committee will be putting before the
Meeting certain suggestions for rule altera-
tions. Most of these suggestions are
designed to tidy up the existing rules, and, if
possible, remove the double meaning which
at present exists  in  certain  of  our  ru les.
However, at least two of our suggestions
will meet with  opposition, and, we hope,
with some support. We are, for instance,
proposing an increase in the maximum fine
from £1 to  £5. This is designed to cover the
instances where a fine of £1  is inadequate,
bu t the other penalties at our disposal
(suspension or expulsion) appear to be too
severe.
The other rule amendments we propose are
designed to cover the introduction of a
three-a-side League. This is a scheme for
which, judging by the last A.G.M. there is
support. We have given the matter some
thought and believe that our scheme is
workable. A brief ou tline of our suggestion
is as follows:

(a) The three-a-side League is to be
additional to  the existing divisions, and
not in p lace of them. Therefore matches
played in this division will not count
against the maximum of thirty match
appearances allowed per season.
(b) Entry to the three-a-side division
will be open only to clubs with  a team
or teams in the main divisions

. Any club withdrawing from the main
divisions during the season would also
have to withdraw from the three-a-side
divisions.
(c) Each member of the team would
play each member of the oppos-
ing team, making a total of 9
sets per match.
(d) All matches played: in the three-
a-side   division must be played on
Friday evening.  No postponements will
be allowed.  Any Club unable to fulfill
a fixture on the Friday evening will
forfeit the match.
(e) Each Club  will only be allowed
to enter ONE team in the three-a-side
divisions. Any player registered for that
Club can play in this team.
(f) If more than one division is formed,
promotion and relegation  will be on  the
existing two up, two down, principle,
There will be no promotion  or relega-
tion between the main divisions and  the
three-a-side divisions.

No doubt the main debating poin t o f the
above scheme will be the provision that all
matches be played on a Friday evening.
This, we think, is an essential part of the
scheme to enable us to key the fixtures to
avoid clashing.
This, also, is the reason  for the rule that no
postponements will be allowed.
With such a full programme postponement
of matches would lead to chaos.

J. C.  McKim
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Liverpool Closed Championships
T H E  C lo sed  C h am p io n sh ip s  o f
1962 were held once again at
D in gle V ale  S choo l du ring  th e
evenings of Wednesday, Thursday
an d  F r id ay ,  th e  2 5 th ,  2 6 th ,  2 7 th ,
and in the afternoon and evening of
Saturday,   28th   April.

The first  Final was actually held
o n  Th u rsd ay even in g  wh en  Ted
M orris and Peter Rumjahn enter-
ta in ed  sp ec ta to r s  to  a  g rea t  g am e
in  the  Consolation  Singles  Final.

The Ladies Consolation Final took
place on Saturday afternoon, when
Bluey Casselm an defeated  M rs.
Dawn Lewis in three games, reso-
lute defence eventually seeing her
through.

The first two events, the M en's
Singles Semi-Finals, were over very
quickly, Ralph Gunnion almost
nonchalan tly d ismissing Norman
Jones', and Arthur Taylor defeating
R o n n ie  R u m j ah n w i th  ap p a ren t
ease. A closely fought-ou t final
seemed  to be  in  store  for  later  in
the  evening. ............

The W o m en 's Doubles w hich
fo l lo w ed  w a s  a l so  a  v e r y  sh o r t
affair. Miss M. Harris and Miss L.
W ynne, after a magnificent semi-
f in a l  w in  o v er  M o ya  Jo n es  an d
M u r ie l  W i lco x ,  co u ld  n o t  h o ld
Eileen M ansell and Judy Crafter in
th e  F in a l .  E i l e en  an d  Ju d y  h ad
earlier disposed of M rs. J. Randall
a n d  M r s .  G .  R i m m e r  a g a i n  i n
straigh t games in  the semi-final.

W hen Gordon  B irch  beat  h is
Liverpool Junior Team colleague,
Robert Eden, in  a very close game,
on e  loo ked  for  a  po ssib le  surpr ise
i n  t h e  F i n a l .  M i k e  C o o p e r ,
however, having previously defeated
Judy Crafter, was just that bit too
steady for Gordon, and claimed the
Junior Championship without being
too hard-pressed.

The fi rst  b ig upset almost took
place in the Mixed Doubles. Ralph
G u n n io n  an d  M o ya  Jo n e s ,  th e
holders, had lost the first game and
were  1 6 -1 9  d o wn  in  th e  seco n d ,
when Gunnion had to serve to Joyce
R an d a l l .  P o o r  Jo y ce  co u l d  n o t
fathom the spin services and she and
A r t h u r  T a y l o r  l o s t  t h a t  g a m e .
R alph  and  M o ya h ad  n o  d ifficu lty
in  the th ird , and so  retained  their
title.

The Veteran's Final was a most
entertaining affair between brothers
P eter and  Ted  Rumjahn, but as in
most of the previous events, it was
rather too short from the spectators
p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  I t  w a s  a l m o s t
strange to hear the sound of two
ordinary pimpled rubber bats in
opposition  in  this  event.

The Men's Doubles Final always
provides some thrilling rallies for
those watching and this was no
except ion .  Gordon  Bro wnlee  and Ted
Mandaluff had collected some
distinguished scalps on their way to the
Final, including those of Peter and
Ted Rumjahn, Ralph Gunnion and  G .
C oo kl in ,  P eter  Tu rt le  and Roy S mith ,
and  then  in  the semi-final Wally
Allanson and Roy Jones. They found
Ronnie Rumjahn  and -A rth u r  T aylo r ,
th e  h o ld e rs ,  to o s tro n g  a
co m b in a t io n  fo r  th em  in the  F in al,
ho wever .  Ron nie  and Arthur had
previously had a comfortable win over
Mal Wallace and Norman Jones, and
never appeared in much trouble against
Gordon and T e d .  I t  w a s  r a t h e r
a m u s i n g  t o listen  to  the murmurs
from the sp ec ta to r s  w h en  th ey  h ea rd
th e sound of the ball hitting Mandaluff's
famous  bat.

The major surprise of the whole
tournament was undoubted ly the
d e fe a t  o f  M o y a ,  J o n e s  i n  th e
W o m en ' s  S in g l e s  F in a l  in  tw o
s t r a ig h t  g am es  b y  Ju d y  C ra f te r .
Judy had earlier disposed of Muriel
Willcox 25-23, 21-17, but Moya was
certainly expected to retain her title.
Judy, ho wever, p roduced  som e
a t tack in g  sh o t s  w h ich  su rp r i s ed
even Moya and her counter-hitting,
particularly in the second game, was
devastating. Truly a magnificent
performance.

The Men's- Singles Final which
followed was not as exciting as one
might have hoped. Perhaps it was
because the dethronement of one
champion had just taken place and
one expected a repeat in this event.
Ralph Gunnion, however, thought
otherwise and Arthur Taylor never
really looked like upsetting this
ch a m p io n .  O n  th i s  fo r m ,  R a lp h
could be confident of holding the
M o n tag u e  B u rto n  C u p  fo r  m o re
than  just one year.
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Leading Averages
X OT E :—W h ile   ev ery   ca re   is   taken   in  th e   comp il at ion  of  th ese  reco rds  no
respon sibility   can   b e   accepted    for    any   e rrors   w hich   may   occu r.

* d en ot es a t  leas t 7 5%  o f  se t s p lay ed a t 1  o r  2 .    Cu p  match es  a re  in c lu ded .
P layers  w it h   le ss   th an   10  app earan ces  no t in c lud ed

D IV IS ION   1 P W %
*A.  C.  Tay lor  ( Ra ft ers ) .......... 54 52 96.29
* R.   E.    Gunnion  (Boo tl e YM) 34 32 94.11

E.   Mand alu ff  (L'poo l YM) .... 56 51 91.16
D.   Fergus on  (Raft ers) ........... 60 49 81.66

*N.   R.  Jones   (Balfour) .......... 46 37 80.43
R . M . R u mja hn  (R aft er s . 56 44 78.57

•P .  E.  D'Ar cy ( L'p oo l  YM )..... 50 39 78.00
*N.   R.   Jones  (Linnets ) .......... 50 39 78.00
T.  C.  Co ven ey  (L'pool   YM) 64 49 76.56

*W.    Harris    (Oakhi ll ) ......... 52 39 75.00
G.   K.  Smi th (L'p ool  YM) ... 48 36 75.00
M.  Wall ace  (B alfo ur) ........ 68 51 75.00

DI VIS ION  6
*W .   W o od  (Crawfo rds) .........

E.  Amo o   (S tan ley  Hou se) ...
*P .  C ox  (C rawfo rds ) ....... .........
*K.    Rob erts   (B eauc la i r  B ) ...
*J.   Ca tt e rs on  (L.P .A.S.  B)
... _.
A .  Har ri so n (C r awfo rd s )
E . H and  (L 'p oo l  C . C . A) .
*M rs . J.  R ey nol d s (R afte rs  D)
R .  M ered it h  ( L'po o l C .C .  A)
T.   P ar ti ng to n  (C rawfo rds ) ..

* A.    Lyn   (S t anl ey   Ho use)

p W %
5
4

47 87.5
54

8
40 83.3

35
6

48 82.7
52

2
17 81.8

15
4

44 81.4
84

2
34 80.9

54
6

37 80.4
32

4
19 79.1

64
2

33 78.5
75

4
42 77.7

74
0

31 77 .5
0

D IV IS IO N  2
A.   Wil liams   (B ootl e  YM )

*A.   Heyes   (Lucem) .........
*M.   Tru man    (Vic .   P a rk ) ? I.
Ro ger so n (Bo ot l e  Y M)
*R.   Ed en   (C ad wa) .........
1.   Briel ey   (Bohemians  A)
T.   R obins on   (R AFA) ...
R .  K.   M as on   (Vic .  P ark )
M .  T ravi s (C ad wa) ...........

DI VIS I ON 3
*F .  La ce y  (Li nacre ). ..........
F . P he sey  ( E. E. C. ) .........

*J.    R.   Green  (Li nne t s) ..
T.    B owden (Rafte rs)
G. B i rch  ( B oo t le  Y M) ..

*E.   S mi tt on   (E.E. C.)
*E.   Mo oney  (Fa i rlawn) .
*J .   Davids on   (Li nacre ) .

DIVI SI ON  4
F .  B am for d (L'po ol  C. C .) .

R .   Burge    (L 'poo l  C.C .)
*B .  J acob s   (L'poo l  C.C .)
M.    Griffit hs  (L'p ool  C. C.) ..

*L.    Lewis   (L'poo l   C .C. )
R .   Tyle r   (L'pool    C.C .)

VV.   C.   Leeming   (Linne ts   B)
• M is s  M.  F ran c i s  ( Oak h i ll  B )

P W %
50 45 90.00
42 37 88.09
48 42 87.50
52 44 84.61
50 42 84.00
50 39 78.00
54 42 77.77
26 20 76.92
44 33 75.00

PW %
48 44 91 .66
52 46 88.38
20 17 85.00
58 45 77.58
48 37 77.08
52 40 76 .92
6 4 49 76. 56
4 8 36 75 .00

PW %
30 28 93.3 3
30 27 90.0 0
56 50 89.2 8
34 30 88.2 3
58 50 86.2 0
50 40 80.0 0
32 25 78.1 2
36 27 75.0 0

DI VI SI ON  7
•N. C rawshaw  (Tech.   St ud. )
A. Gu y   (B renka) ........ ........
K .    Dutch   (Li nne ts   C ) . ........
B. R i dge   ( L'poo l C .C .  B ) ..
VV.   Mi lle r   (Brenka) ........
B .   Rockl iffe   (B renk a) ........
R .   Heat h   (Co lons ay) ........
D .   S pencer   (B renka) ........

D I V IS I ON  8 P W %
*Lee Ch oon g Sen  (M ai .  C oll . ) 26 25 96.15
Paul Yeo w Poh San(Mal. Col l. ) 26 25 96.15

*Ho Kee B ow  (Mai .  C ol l .) .... 22 21 95.45
*E.  Dorfman  (L'pool   C .C.   C ) 28 26 92.85
Mis s M. O'Donn el l (Lin net s E) 28 23 82.14
Albert  Atkinso n  (Mai.    Col l.) 26 20 76.92

*W.  D ign an (C h es.  Lin es ) . 36 27 75.00

W OME N —D IV .  1 P   W
*M.  Wi ll cox  (Boh em ians )
*M . J on es  (B o hem ians ) .. .
J.    Rand al l   (B ohemians)
G.    B urns   (Cadwa) ........ ,

*M.   Francis    (Oakhi ll ) .. .
*J.   Reynolds    (Rafters) . ....
* T.  McCab e  (B ib bys ) . ....
D OU B LE S
P .  Lawre nso n & I.  C ra ft e r .
*M .   Jones  &  M.  Wi llcox A.
B el l & M.  O 'Do nn e ll      . T.
A.  Cr a ft e r & G.   B ur ns  .

DIVIS ION  5
*A.   Cam pbel l  (L 'poo l  P .O. ) ...
K.   Ro bert s   (Beauclai r  A) ..
N.   Barooah   (Nalgo) ........

\V.   Sheil    (L'pool    P .O.)
*C.    Grimes  (B eauclair  A) ...
Mrs . K.  C ass elman (Raft ers C)
VV.   Co rnthwait e (L'pool  P. O. )

* K.    Harold  (Beauclair A) ..
*N~.   Tudor  (Boot le  Nalgo) ...

P    W
4
2

4
0

95 .2
32

0
1
8

90 .0
05

0
4
3

86 .0
04

2
3
4

80.95
4
6

3
7

80.43
3
0

2
3

76 .6
64

2
3
2

7 6.1
94

6
3
5

76.08
2
4

1
8

75.00

W OME N— D IV .  2 P W     %
*N.    C ox   (Crawfords) .. ....... 32 31 96.87
*B.   M.   Topping  (L'pool  C .C. ) 26 25 96.15
D.  L ewis (L'p ool  C. C .) ... ....... 20 18 90.00

*J.   Horsley   (Crawfords)      ..... 32 28 87.50
B.    Horsl ey   (Crawfords) ... 30 26 86.66

* M.  Kin g (L'po ol  C .C . ) .. ....... 30 26 86.66
N.    Fo rd   (Crawfords ) .. ....... 32 27 84.37

D OU B LE S P W %
J .  H o rs l e y &  N .  F o rd ... ....... 16 16 100.00

*B . Hors ley  &   M.  C ox .... ....... 15 14 93.33
B.  M.  To pp i ng  &  M . Ki n g ... 13 11 84.61

P W %
44 41 93.28
52 47 90.34
32 28 87.50
26 22 84.61
44 37 84.08
52 43 82.68
30 24 80.00
38 30 78.94

3
8

3
7

97.36
3
4

3
2

94.11
2
4

2
1

87.50
3
8

3
3

86.84
3
6

2
9

80.55
3
2

2
5

78.12
3
8

2
9

76.31
P W %
1
9

1
7

89.47
1
7

1
5

88.23
1
6

1
1

68.7
51

7
1
3

68.42
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P   W   L  D    F      A   P
Raf ter s . . . . 26  2 3    03  199    61  49
L 'pool  Y M . 26 22    2  2  190   70  4 6
Bootl e YM . 26 17   5 4 175   85 38
Balfour . . . . 26 16   8  2  151 109 34
L'pool YM A 26 14   8  4  152 108 32
B ohemians. . 26 15 10 1 138 122 31
Oakhill . . . . 26 13 10 3 136 124 29
Anfield . . . . 26 11 11 4 120 140 26
Vic. Par k . . 26 10 14 2 122 138 22
Wat .  Doc k . 26   8  15 3 112 148 19
R aft ers A . . 26   4  18 4   88 172 12
Linnet . ... ... .... . 26   4 18 4   84 176 12
Ba th Street . 26   3 21 2   77 183    8
Litherland . . 26   2 22 2   76 184   6

CO N G RA T U L A T IO N S to  Ra f ter s
on  h ol d in g  t h eir  ch amp io n sh i p, a n d
s ym p at h y  to  L it h er l an d  an d Bath
Street  w ho  su ffer  re leg at ion . Raf t ers
ha ve earn ed  th eir  t it le , h av ing
stead ily fou ght off  ch all en ges fro m th e
tw o Y .M.C.A 's. T he is su e w a s in
d ou b t  u n ti l th e  las t  fo u r w eek s,
du r in g  w h ich  L i verp oo l Y .M .C.A.
drop ped  tw o in v alu able p o i n t s  to
B al fo u r ,  a n d  o n e t o Raft ers,
thereby  p ut ting  thems elves _ r i g h t
o u t o f  t h e  ru n n i n g.

A t  t h e  h a lf - w ay  m ark  it  l o o ke d
as tho ugh  L inn ets w ou ld be  one fo r
re l eg ati o n , b u t a  f i g ht i ng  f i ni s h
p ul led  th em clear ,  fo r w hi ch th ey
mu st th ank  Roy  Jon es an d Frank
Th omas, for , w ith o ccasion al su pp ort
f ro m th e  res t, th ey earn ed  1 2 p oin ts
i n t h e  s eco nd  h al f . Ra f ters " A "
th oug h n ev er  act ually in  the  d an ger
zon e, w ere nev er far  en o ug h aw ay
fro m  it  to  a vo i d  w or ry , an d  th e y
w ill need  add ed streng th  for  n ext
se aso n t o k eep aw ay  f ro m t h e  ta il
en d . H o w e v er , t h e y  h a v e  J i m
Bo wd en and  Frank  M urph y in  th eir
" B"  t eam  w h o  may  s o o n ad d  t he
ext ra  b it req uired. T h e av erag e age
h as b een lo w ered b y th e
in trod u ctio n o f s uch  new co mers as
Jo hn  H ig ham  (O akh ill) , wh o  h as
r is en  t o th e  N o . 2  sp o t in h i s team,
Reg  G ray (A n fi e ld ) an d J oh n  Ball
(Bo o tle  Y .M .CA .)  w h o h ave played
wi th som e su ccess, and the  Lin nets-
teenage trio  o f Co lin T h om as , T o n y
G reen  a nd  M i ke Co o per . W e h o pe
t o s ee  m o re y oun gsters   co ming    in
next   year.

Division 2
P   W   L D   F      A   P

Bootle YM A 2 6 23 3 0 190    70 46
B o h s A . . . . 2 6 18 5 3 16 6   94 39
Cadwa . . . . 26 18   5 3  164   96 39
Vic.  Park A 26 11   6 9 136 124 31
Lucem . . . . 26 14 10 2 137 123 30
L.P.A.S. . . . 26 14 10 2 135 125 30
R.A.F.A. . . . 26 13 12 1 146 114 27
Beauclair  .   . 26 10 9 7 136 124 27
B alfour A . . 26 10 12 4 115 145 24
Vic.  Park  B 26   7 14 5 111 149 19
Wat.   Park  . 26   8 17 1 103 157 17
Universi ty . . 26   6 17 3   94 166 15
Oa khill A . . 2 6 4 20 2 99 161 10
Ba th St. A . 2 6 3 19 4 88 172 10

O OT LE  Y .M.C.A. " A"  w on  th e
d ivi sio n by  seven  cl ear p oin ts,

an d hav e t ho rou gh ly earn ed  pro -
m ot io n  by  a  su s ta i n ed ef fo r t f ro m
t he ou ts e t. I t wi ll  b e  i nt eresti ng  to
s ee  ho w  th ey fare  in  th e  to p c la ss
n ex t year . W e w is h th em ev ery
su ccess . Run ners-u p are  Boh emians'
" A "  af t er  a  " p h o to -f i n is h "  w i th
Cadw a—g ai nin g secon d pl ace  by a
m e r e  T W O  S E T S .  T o u g h  fo r
Cadw a, bu t s ets  cou nt, an d t hey can
tak e con so la tio n f rom t he  mem ory
th at on e o f  th eir  teams on ce reached
a cu p  f i nal  b y  t h e  ev en  narro w er
margin   of    o ne   po in t!

Bath  Street " A " an d Oak hill  "A "
w ith  10  p oint s each are  th e un lucky
p ai r  for  re leg atio n , w h o mu st be
h o p i n g  fo r  t h e  p ro p o s al  t o  b e
carr ied  a t  t he  A .G.M . fo r a tw in -
s t ream  L ea gu e wh i ch  w i ll  a l lo w
t hem to  keep  2n d d ivisio n sta tu s.
A lt ho ug h Bat h Street h ave been  in
t h e  2 n d  f o r  o n l y  t h r ee  y e ar s ,
O ak h il l  h a ve  b e en  h e re  fo r  s om e
1 2  s easo n s, an d it do es  n o t s eem
l ikely th at  they w ill s tay  do wn long .
U niversity, desp ite con cedin g w alk-
o vers ri ght , lef t and  cent re , g ained
en o u gh  po i nt s to  k eep c l ear  o f
re legatio n, and o ne can  on ly express
t h e  ho p e th a t n ex t ti m e t h ey  w il l
d o  b ett er  in  k eep in g th eir  co m-
m it men ts , an d  w ill  p lay  a ll  d ue
matches.

Around the Divis ions
(by  our  S pec ia l C orre spond ent s)

Division 1 Th e  Leagu e  n eed s   su ch  a   sho t in
th e  arm. J im G reen

B



Page 9

Aro und  the  D ivisio ns — c on tinue d

Division 3
P   W     L  D   F       A   P

Fa irl awn . . . 26  22    22 185    75 46
R af te r s  B .  . 26  19   6 1 175    85 39
Lina c re . . . . 2 6 16   6 4 162    98 36
L inn et  A . . . 2 6 1 6   7  3 154 106  35
L 'p oo l Y M  B 2 6 1 6 7  3 146 114  35
E n g. E le c .  .  . 26  11    8 7 133 127 29
B ootle  Y M  B 2 6 1 3 11  2 134 126  28
S ef ton . . . . 2 6 1 1 13  2 142 118  24
A n f ie l d A .  . 26   9 14 3 117 14 3 21
B oh s  B   .   .  . 2 6   7 14  5 112 148  19
L it he rl a nd  A 2 6   7 17  2 117 143  16
V ic .    P a rk   C 2 6   6 16  4 104 156  16
Cad wa A . . . 26    5 19 2    99 161  12
B al fo ur  B .  . 26    4 22 0    40 220    8

I A M  natu ral ly  very  p lea sed  tha t
m y own  te am, Fairlawn , succeeded
in winn ing the d ivision th is seas on ,
and also  ma naged  to  reach the final
o f t he R um jahn C up . The team  has
p layed with great en thusias m and
keennes s in  al l m atc hes , and  when
one or two have been o ff fo rm, the
rest have p roduced that e x t r a
e f f o r t  t o  e n s u r e  a  w i n . In
partic ular, Edgar M ooney , p lay ing
always  at No. 1 , fin ished  top  o f the
team's  averages, wh ilst Peter
W hal le y , at  No .  4 , wa s  no t fa r
beh ind . B ria n C arte r and  b ro the r
J ohn  a ls o  p l aye d  t hei r par ts , and
we  we re e x tre m el y  fo rt unat e t o
have such a capab le reserve as Len
C arter to  c all on  in  em er ge nc ies .
C ongrat u lat ions  t o Ra fters  ‘B ’ on
fin i sh ing  the se ason  as  r unners –
up . Their m ost cons is ten t p la yer
has b ee n  J i m  B ow de n , w h i l e
E ri c C ai rd ,  R a lph  C har lt on ,
F ra nk M urphy  a nd  Bi ll  Lam b
m ade  th is a very d ifficu lt t eam  to
beat.

The i mproved  p lay  o f G or don
Birch (B ootle Y.M.C.A.) has been
watched  with g reat in terest, and h is
res u lt s i n  bo th  the  League and  in
the C i ty  Jun io r gam e s i nd i cat e a
ver y  p rom i s i ng  fu t u re fo r  h im .
Well  done!

Linnets- "A", in my opinion, would
have ens ured  a p romotion p lace fo r
them selves  if they  had  been ab le to
field  a regula r team . Thei r rank ing
list was very form idab le, but on ly
Denn is Underhill and R on  M cEvoy
have been  ab le to  appear regu larly .

B ri an Leeson .

Divis ion 4
P   W     L D    F        A    P

L 'p ool  C.C.  . 24 23    10 219    21 46
L .P.A.S . A .  . 24 18   6 0 147    93 36
Li nn e t B  .  .  . 24 15   5 4 143   97 34
B a t h  S t .  B  . 24 13   9 2 136 104 28
O a kh il l B  .  . 24 11   8 5 125 115 27
W a t.  P a rk  A 24 10   9 5 126 114 25
W vr t re e  L a b . 24 11 13 0   93 147 22
C a dw a  B    .  . 24   9 12 3 115 124 21
B o otle  Y M  C 24 10 13 1 112 128 21
W a t.  D oc k  A 24   7 13 4 103 137 18
V i c .   P a rk  D 24   6 15 3   96 144 15
L ithe r land  B 24    4 18 2    64 176 10
A n f ie l d  B .  . 24    2 17 5    80 159    9

A S fo recas t when W avert ree
Labour were penali sed , the Cri cket
Club s im pl y walked  thi s di vis ion.

It was  obvious, long  before t he
season  finis hed, that as far as' the
Championsh ip  was concerned nearly
every  game p layed  i n this  d ivi sion
wa s  a  m ere  fo rm al it y , the  on ly
po in ts o f in te re st being  the team
which would be promoted  with the
Cricket Club , and  the ones to  be
relegated.

P olice "A" are to be congratu lated
on  thei r p romotion  i n sp ite o f hav -
ing a match claimed from them  by
Bootle Y.M.C.A. "C"— a fate which
als o befell W avertree Labour and
Litherland  "B"— apparen tly due to
these   teams  no t  having   noted   the
the div is ion, only  Anfield "B"  mus t
face up to the prospect o f Division 5
Tab le Tenn is next  season— Lither-
land "B"  being  s aved  from  that fate
by the  wi thd rawal of  Balfour  "B" .

The m ost spectacular rise in this
d iv is ion was  by  O akh il l "B " . On l y
a couple o f months ago  they  were
deep ly invo lved  in  the relegation
strugg le, but fo r no  apparen t reason
the sam e players  who  had  p reviously
been lo sing  suddenly  came in to  form
and  ro s e st ead i ly  up  t he tab l e to
fin ish    in   fifth    place.

It is interes ting to no te that s uch
was the Cric ket C lub 's  sup re macy
that o f the 20  sets wh ich  they  lo st,
eight  were to the W avertree Labour
side and eigh t by res erve p layers,
only   four   being   deb itted   to   their
regu lar te am.

R.  L .  Davies
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Around the Divisions—continued

Division 5
P W L D   F      A   P

L'pool  P.O.  . 24 20    2 2 178   62 44
Fairlawn A . 24 19    4 1  165   75 39
Rafters C . . 24 16   6 2 158   82 34
Beauclair A . 24 IS   6 3 161    79 33
St.   Eds.   OB 24 12   6 6 1S4   86 30
Nalgo ............ 24 13   8 3 148   92 29
Wav. Lab. A 24 11 13 0   94 146 22
L'pool YM C 24 8 11 5 120 120 21
Bohs C . . . . 24 9 13 2 118 122 20
Bootlc Nalgo 24 5 16 3   73 167 13
Wat. Park B 24 5 17 2   72 168 12
Dom. Mission 24 4 20 0   62 178   8
Fairlawn  B . 24 3 20 1    57 183    7

Division 6
P   W   L D   F      A   P

Crawfords . . 26 24    0 2 214   46 50
L'pool C.C. A 26 20    1 5 201    59 45
Crawfords A 26 21   3 2 187   73 44
Eng. Elec. A 26 17   4 5 173   87 39
Stanley House 26 16    7 3 157 103 35
L.P.A.S. B . . 26 12 10 4 143 117 28
Eng. Elec. B 26 11 12 3 132 128 25
University A 26 10 14 2 124 136 22
Bath  St . 'C . 26   8 15 3 109 151 19
Nalgo A . . . 26   9 16 1 101 159 19
Beauclair B . 26   8 17 1 101 159 17
Rafters D . . 26   4 19 3 102 158 11
Wav. Lab. B 26 2 22 2   49 211 6
Anfield C  . . 26 2 24 0 27 233 4

IT proved a fitting climax to an •I interesting
season when Liverpool Post Office finished as
divisional champions, with Fairlawn "A" as
runners-up. No-one can deny that they have been
the most consistent sides throughout, and whilst
Beauclair "A" (with K. Roberts' very prominent)
put in a late challenge, they couldi not overhaul
the leaders. Post Office had three very tight
matches against Rafters "C", St. Edwards and
Beaqclair "A", winning each 6-4; A. Campbell
winning all his six sets.
Both St. Edwards and iNalgo have provided
strong opposition for the top three clubs with
either wins or draws to their credit, but Nalgo had
a disappointing final few matches' as their
clubroom was out of order, and matches had to be
played away, thanks to the courtesy and willing
co-operation of their opponents. N*. Barooah has
had an extremely good season for Nalgo, who,
together with their Bootle counterparts, conceded
10-0 walk-overs to Fairlawn  "B".
Generally, sportsmanship and sociability have
been foremost in matches played, and a special
word of commendation to the Rafters club in this
respect. May we hope that next season will bring
better attendance and even better play in all
matches, and to the promoted teams, success in
your higher sphere.
Les   Harper

HAIL Crawfords' as worthy champions.
How nice to be able to couple a good team
with a good club. Their playing facilities
must be about the best in the city. To all of
the team—well-done— with merit marks to
Wood and Cox for bearing the brunt of the
attack and coming out  top. Also to
wooden  spoonists Anfield a word of praise,
especially to Piper, Christian and Miss
Turner, for adding to the "sets for". English
Electric "A" on the receiving end of two
shocks— despite a Longstaffe double, a
defeat by Stanley House, also a draw with
Police although there was a Catterson blank.
McLachlan and Woodi scored doubles. A
great point by Bath Stieet from Cricket
Club, with two each from Roberts and
Berry.
University v. Beauclair—match abandoned—
*rain stopped play! Two victories each
from Roberts and Pratt gave Beauclair a good
win over Nalgo (Dawn 2). They were also
4-1 up over Stanley House only to suffer a 6-
4 loss due to a great fight back.
I am not one who makes heavy weather of
the odd player not arriving, or worrying
because every other player is not an 11 plus
type. I am worried and annoyed when we are
deprived of our matches as some of us
have been towards the end of the season.
Otherwise, 1 think, a good time has been
had by all. Contact me if you feel like a close-
season   game   and  chat.
Jack Lambert
*Rain  through  broken  windows.
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W OM EN' S D IV ISION S

Double  for Bohemians
(by E ilee n  M an sell)

W O M E N '
S

D IV .   1 W O M E N 'S DIV
.

2
P w L D F A P P w L D F A P

B oh em ian s  . . 16 1
5

0 1 12
3

37 31 C r aw f ord s  .   . 14 1
3

1 0 12
3

17 2
6C adw a . . . . 16 1

3
3 0 11

5
45 26 L'poo l C.C. . 14 1

1
3 0 10

2
38 2

2R a f t e r s 16 1
1

3 2 10
1

59 24 Boh s  A . . . 14 9 5 0 87 53 1
8O akh i l l . . . . 16 6 8 2 84 76 14 R a f te r s  A  .  . 14 8 5 1 80 60 1
7Linn et . . . . 16 5 7 4 70 90 14 B a t h  S t .  A  . 14 7 5 2 79 61 1
6B ib b y s ... ... .... ... . 16 5 1

0
1 73 87 11 Bibbys   A   . . 14 4 9 1 61 79 9

C a d wa A . . . 16 5 1
1

0 58 10
2

10 Boo tle  Nalg o 14 2 1
2

0 23 117 4
O rrell . . . . 16 3 1

1
2 51 10

9
s Tech.   S tuds. 14 0 1

4
0 5 135 0

B at h  St re e t . 16 2 1
2

2 45 11
5

6

A n A polo gy
M Y apo log ies  to th e  Or rel  C lub for
s t a ti n g t h a t th ey  h ad st rug g led  for
y ears  i n  t he  2 nd D iv is io n  b e fo re
p ro m ot i on  t o t h e 1 st .  In  ac t u a l
f ac t  t h ey  w e re  o n ly in the  2n d for
o ne  season  w hen they f ir st  jo i ned  u s,
an d  w o n  it  h an ds d ow n . My
m em ory le t me  d o wn  on th is
o ccasio n , an d I  ho pe  tha t  th e O rrel
team w ill accept my apo logies. In
f ut u re  I  s h a l l  n o t h a v e  t o  re ly s o
m uch  o n my memo ry.

.    .   . A nd C ongratu lations
B oh e mia ns  h ave  d o mi n a te d t he

1s t D iv is io n  fo r  s o me yea rs ,  so  it
was  no t s urp ri sin g t ha t on ce  mo re
they a re  Champ ion s, a ls o re ta in ing
th e i r  h o l d  o n  t h e  Ba r t h o l o m ew
Cup. Cong ra tula tions on th eir  fin e
achievement.

Craw fords  al so main ta in ed  the ir
p lace at the top o f th e 2nd Divisio n,
w ith  th e  L iverp oo l C ri ck e t C l ub  a
c lo s e  s e co n d ,  b o t h  b e in g  aw a y
ah ead  o f  t h e  rema in d er .

Cad wa and  Raft er s were neck  and
neck for  seco nd p lace  to Bo hemian s,
b ot h  w it h  t h e  sa me  p o i n ts ,  b u t
Cadw a g a in seco nd  pl ace  by  v ir tu e
of  t h e  b e tt e r   s e ts  a verag e .

Ba th  S tree t,  su rpr is ing ly, h ave
f inished botto m o f the  1st D ivision ,
p o s s i b ly  b e ca u s e  B arb a ra  T ay l o r
h ad  to with draw '  fro m th e team half -
w ay th rou gh , w hi ch  w eak ened t h e
s i d e  s o me w h a t.  O r re l j u st
co uld n 't m ake  u p t he  l eeway , and
f inish next to bo ttom. T hey will be
so rry to be  w itho ut En id  Bray n ext
y ear ,  fo r  s he  ha s b e en  w it h  th e m
fo r  s om e ti m e , b u t s h e  a nd  h e r
h u sb an d  a re  mo v i ng  to  t h e  Ea st
coast.

T ech n ica l  S tu d ent s h av e  n o t h ad
a v e ry go od  seaso n , b ut  I h op e  tha t
th is  w il l  n o t  d e te r  t h e m  f ro m
co ming  in  aga in, fo r be tte r  for tun e
sho u ld co me th e ir  w ay b efore  l on g.

I t  w as  g o o d  t o  s e e  B l u e y
C ' as' se lm an b ack  in  th e  d i vi si o n
ag a i n ,  a n d  d o i n g  v e r y  w e l l  t o o .
I  h o p e  t o  s ee  a l l  o f  t h e  " o l d
fa ith fu ls"  back in  thi s sp here  n ext
se as o n , fo r  w i th o u t  th e m t h e r e
wo u ld  n o t be  a  W o men 's  d iv is io n,
an d t he  major ity have  sh ow n con -
sis tentl y tha t th ey p re fe r  to pl ay  in
the ir  o w n d ivi sion  th an t ake  pa r t in
the  " mix ed ".
Bohemians  Take  Bartholom ew  C up

T h e  Bar th ol om ew C up  f in a l,
B oh em ian s  v . Ra f te r s ,  w as  p la yed
a t Liverp ool Y .M .C.A . b efore a
di sap poin ting ly s mall  n umber  o f
sp ec ta tors,  a lt hou gh  w e were  a ll
de light ed to see o nce ag ain  Olive
D ick in s on , w ho  a lt ho u gh  sh e  ha s
no w retired f ro m activ e play, al ways
t urn s  u p  o n  t h ese  oc cas io n s , an d
sh e very k ind ly cons en ted  to present
th e  Cu p and  p laq u es a t t h e  en d of
th e  mat ch .

Raf te r s-  a lte red th e ir  team o rd er ,
pl ayin g G lo r ia  G ree l ey a t 1 , w it h
Bluey Casse lman, Jean Reyno lds
Elizabe th  L oug hrey a t 2, 3  and  4
res pe c ti ve ly , b u t  t he  mo v e  di d n' t
pay  o f f .  Th e  Boh em ian s sid e  were
ou t to  re ta in  th e  Cu p an d pro d u ced
a  b r i ll ian t  d is p l ay . Bu t  t h e  b es t
match  o f  th e even ing w as  b e tween
Blu ey  and  Jo yce  Rand a ll,  w ith  bo th
at the  ve ry to p of  the ir form, B luey
d efen di n g  a t  h e r  b est ,  an d Jo y ce
wi th a devas ta tin g a t tack o n  bo th
wi ng s. Joy ce  p layed  ab ou t he r  b est
set  of   the   season,  and  tho ugh   sh e
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Wo men 's Divi sions— co ntinued

b ea t  B lu ey i n tw o  st ra igh t ,  s he  h ad
a  t e r r i f i c  s tru g g l e  t o  d o  s o , fo r
B lu e y b ro u g ht  b ack  man y  s ho t s
w h i ch  mi g h t  w e ll  h av e  b een
" w i nn ers "  f ro m a ll  o v e r  th e  r oo m .
A  s pec tacu la r  d isp lay. M oy a  Jo n es
h ad an easy  w in o ver G lor ia  (w ho
s eem ed  n e rvo u s i n  he r  u n accu s -
to med  No . 1 spo t),  bu t had to figh t
a ga i n st  B lu ey , ju st  s c rap in g  ho me
i n th e fir st game 21-19 , from 19-a ll.
T h e  s eco n d  g am e  w en t  to  M o ya
m ore  co mfo r tab ly  a t  .1 3. M ur ie l
W il lco x  h ad  t wo  v e ry ea sy  se t s
ag a in s t G lo r ia  an d  Jean  Rey n old s ,
f o r  a l t h o u g h  t h e  R a f t e r s  g i r l s
p l ayed  t he i r  b est ,  s he  had  l it tle
d if f icul ty in  coas tin g h ome.

Au drey Gee  j ust cou ld not  se ttl e
d own  in the  fir st se t o f the  evening
aga in st Jean, who  wo n ve ry co m-
for tabl y, a s did  E lizabe th Lo ugh rey ,
a l so  a g a i n s t A u d r ey . E l i zab e t h
g av e  Jo y ce  Ran d a ll a  t ou g h f i gh t,
t h e  ma t ch  g o i ng  to  1 9 -a l l  i n th e
t hird b e fo re  Jo yce  wo n. E lizabe th
c e r ta i n ly  sh o w ed  h e r  t eam h o w  it
w as do ne . Sh e  p layed beu at ifu lly
ca t ch in g J oy ce  on  the  w ron g fo ot
man y times, pa r ticula rl y wit h he r
b ack-hand.

Bo hs ev ent ua ll y ran  o u t w inn ers
7-3, af te r  a  ma tch w hich everyon e
ap peared  to tho ro ugh ly en joy , an d
thou gh cer ta in of  the  s et s s eemed
on e-s i de d,  on  th e  w h o le  i t w as  a
mos t enj oyab le  even in g.

CROSSWORD
Co n g ra tu la tio n s  to  J im  Bo w d en

o n  se n di n g  in  t h e  o nl y  co r re c t
so lu tio n to  th e D ig est Cro ss wo rd
Pu zz l e  s e t l a s t m on t h.

Th e  s ol uti on  w ill  b e exh ib ited  a t
th e Ann ua l G eneral  Mee ting  for  th e
b en ef it  o f  an yo ne  in te rested .

Lancash ire &  C hes hire  L eag ue

W hat's in Store
(J ack  M cC aig)

T T i s  d i f f i cu l t t o  a v o i d  t h e
co nc lusio n tha t next season w ill no t
b e  a  gre a t im p ro ve men t  u po n th e
one  just ended, a lthou gh new
prosp ects  CAN  emerge  du ri ng th e
co urse  of  ab out five  mo nths . W here
po tent ia l C ity  p laye rs a re  t o com e
f ro m  I  j u s t  w o u l d  n o t  k n o w ,
a lth ou gh  wi th t he  excep tio n o f
Man chest e r ,  I  fi nd  th a t th e  p os itio n
is ve ry gen era l th ro ug ho ut  Lan ca -
sh i re  an d  Ch es h ire .  I t w as pa r -
ticul ar ly  di sapp oin tin g w hen  a t la s t
w e  fo u n d  o u r se l v es  in  a  f a i r l y
st ro n g po si tio n  as  f a r  a s  t he  M en 's
1st team was con cerned, to  sud denly
be  dep r ived  o f  th e  s e rv ices o f th e
play er wh o  had  co me  a lo ng  a t s uch
an  op p o r tu n e  mo m en t an d  h ad
re i n fo rc ed  th e  t ea m t o  s u c h  a n
ex t en t  t h a t L i v e rp o o l  w as  a t  l a s t
a  fo rce  to  be  recko ned  w ith . I  r e fe r,
of  co u rse , to  Ra l ph  G u nn io n, wh o
le ft the  dis tri ct to  take  up  a  new
ap p o i n t me n t .  T h e  fa c t  t h a t  t h e
player  w as  wi lling  to trav el up  f ro m
Bi rmi ng h am fo r  in t e r -c it y  g am es
was  a w o rt hy  of fe r,  b tit  so f raug ht
w it h  d a n g er  o f  l a t e  t r a in s ,  fo g ,
sn o w  e t c . ,  th a t  th e  su g g est io n  h ad
to be  re lu c tantl y d ecli ned  by  th e
Selectio n  Co mmittee.

Th e  Lad ies teams  a re  in  n o b e tte r
s ta t e  th an  t h e  men ,  an d w i th  s u ch
an a la rmin g dro p in th e ent ri e s fo r
th e  "Clo sed " I  f eel  tha t n ext  season
w ill need  a  rea l sh ot in the  a rm
so mew here  a lo ng  the  li ne .

T h e  Ju n i o rs  s eem  t o  b e  i n  t h e
s ame  po o r  w ay , and  it s eems  fu ti le
t o me  t o  ru n  T W O  t eams  in  th e
L e a g u e  w h en  e n t r i e s  f o r  t h e
"Cl osed"  coul d o nly amo un t to a
m i se ra b l e  n in e . T h e re  i s  su re l y
fo od  for  t ho u gh t a ll  th e  w ay ro u nd .
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RUMJAHN  CUP
TH IS  fina l was  a ma tc h whic h
could well  have started with  a bad
a tmo sp her e (says  Eddie
C amer on), f or t he C ri cket  C lub
were playing much against their wil l
on a night of the Management
C ommit tee' s choosing—a choice
w hich  me an t  r ese rve s  for  t h em.
A prot es t  was  ma de some days
be fore the  match,  and F ai rl awn
we re more  tha n a l it t le  bothere d
a nd bew ilde re d to  be  han ded a
copy of a further prot est  immed-
i ately before t he ga me smarted.
W hatever fe ars  t here may have
been, however, that th is atmosphere
might  sprea d to  t he match it sel f
were soon dispel led, and we were
t reated to a game which surpassed
many previous final s in endeavour,
enthusi asm and sportsmanship, a
game which does- a great deal  of
credi t t o the tea ms involved and
proves  that  t he Liverpool Lea gue
i s  not a fail ure i n  all  i ts  aspect s.

The Cricket Club produced its
"se cret weapon" ' in  Dic k Burge.
Some of us know Dick of old. His
tantalis ing slow defence has  not
changed much, and the the inex-
perience of P eter Whal ley played
into   the    hands    of   such   an   old

kidologis t. Edgar Mooney soon put
the game all square with a polished
di splay against  Les  Lewis, and back
ca me B urge,  lu cki ly  fi nding a
second inexper ie nced pl ayer in
Brian Carter, and once again he
bamboozled his way to  a win. The
game was levelled at  2-2 wi th Len
Ca rte r showing that  t he C ric ke t
Club had no monopoly of old-timers
and then, surprisingly, B rian Leeson
fai l ed t o  f ind hi s  t rue game  and
went  down two st raight  t o  R ay
Tyler.  Edgar Mooney again de-
l ight ed t he onlooke rs  with  an
e xce l l ent  game  a ga in s t B ar ry
Jac obs,  and Bri an Carte r now had
the onerous  job of putting Fairlawn
ahead, knowing that  to  lose at th is
s ta ge would put  the odds  gr eat l y
on the Cricket Club.  He lost  18-21
in t he third . Tyler completed his
double with  a win over Whalley and
the rival C aptains fought out  the
decider, which again went with
experience to Les Lewis. A limping
Len Carter finished off t he evening
with an exhibit ion agains t Barry
Jac obs, and wi thout  doubt  a good
t ime was  had by al l.  So for the
fi r s t  t ime,  a C up  wen t  t o  t h e
Cricket   Club.



Page 14

R eadman Cup D ispute
D e a r   S i r,

I n  all  spo rts  the  of fi ci al g ov er nin g
b od ie s a re  the  c on tinu a l ta rg e ts of
a b us e  a n d c r i tic is m . I n  m an y  c a se s
t he  f a ct  th at th e e le cte d of fi ce r s ar e
u np a id,  unth a nke d  a nd  un spa r ing in
t he ir  e ff or ts  to  p r om o te  the  int er e st s
o f the ir  sp or t is  us ua lly fo rgo tte n.
S en si bl e  a n d ju sti fi e d c r iti c ism  o f
s uch  bod ies is a lwa ys dif fic ult in  the
l ight o f th e  m an y go od  wo rk s wh ic h
th ey   per fo rm .

Ne ve r the le ss , w e  co nsid e r th at  t he
a c t io n  o f  t he  M a n a g e m e nt  C om -
m i t te e  i n  r e l a t io n  t o  t h e  r e q u e s t
f o r a  p ostp on e m e nt o f  the  r e pla y o f
th e  R ea d m a n. C up  F ina l de se r ve s to
be    sev er ely   c riticise d.

M ost re a de rs  will  be  f am i lia r w ith
t he  f a c ts  of  th e  in c id e nt.  S uf f ic ie n t
to  s ay tha t the  M an age m en t Co m -
m it te e  r e f u se d  to  r e - a r r a n g e  th e
r e pl a y  o f  th e  R e a d m a n  C u p  F in a l
a nd  bo th L ive rpo ol Y .M .C .A . a nd
o ur se lve s e xp re sse d our  dis gust by
tu r nin g o ut n on -f ir st te a m  s ide s an d
r e tur nin g th e Cu p a nd  a ll m e da ls
im m e dia te ly a f te r th e f or m a litie s o f
t he  p re s en ta ti on .

W e s ub m it th a t ou r  c a s e  f or  a
p os tpo ne m en t w as  no t on ly st ro n g
b ut u nd e nia bl e.  T he  a pp lic a tio n f or
t h e  p o st p o n e m e n t  w a s  m a d e  b y
b o th  C a p ta i n s  a  fu l l w e e k  b e f or e
t h e  d a te  s e t  do w n  f o r  th e  r e p l a y .
T he  r e a so n f or  th e  ap pl ic a tio n w a s
th a t six o f th e te n  pla ye r s in volv ed
w e r e  u na v a il a b le .  Th e  st r o ng e st
r e a so n of  a ll,  ho we v e r,  wa s th a t
G u n n io n ,  M o r r i s a n d  D ' A r c y  h a d
a ll  en te r e d  f o r t he  S c ot tis h O pe n .
T hu s,  h er e  we  h a d thr e e  L ive r poo l
p la ye rs who se  e nth usia sm  w a s s uc h
t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  t r a v e l
t o S c o tla n d a n d en h a nc e  th e  n a m e
a nd  r ep uta tion  of  L ive rp ool Ta ble
T e n n is ,  if  o nl y  b y t he ir  pr e se n c e .
I t w ou ld  a p pe a r  t ha t th ei r  p r es e nc e
w a s r e a ll y  f e l t f o r  n o t  on l y  di d
M or ris a nd D 'Ar c y gi ve  ve r y c re dit-
a b le  p e r f o r m a n c e s ,  b u t R a l p h
G u nn io n  wo n  th e  O p e n -S in gl e s
ti tle.  Is  it not  r e aso na ble  to supp ose
t ha t  th e  M a n a g e m e n t C o m m itt e e
w ou ld ha ve  r ew a rd ed  the  e nthu sia sm
o f  t he se  th r e e b y a gr e e in g to  p o st-
p o ne  th e  r e pl a y?

F u rt he r m o r e ,  t he  M a n a ge m en t
C om m itte e   ca n   ha rdly be    r elie ve d

of  a l l r e s po ns ib ilit y fo r  t he  S e m i -
F i n a l  R e p l a y  f i a s c o  b e t w e e n
Li n ne ts  a nd  o u r se l v e s.  I t  w a s
unf or tun ate ,  e sp ec ia lly f or  G un nion
wh o  ha d  tr a v e l le d  fr o m  B ir m in g-
ha m , th a t a  m e m be r  o f th e  Lin ne ts
tea m  kne w o f the  r ule,  the  e ff ec t of
wh ic h w a s t o c an c e l a n y c up  s em i-
fina l o r f ina l in th e eve nt of th e
M a na g e m e nt C o m m itt ee 's  a pp oin te d
re f er e e  n ot b e ing in ch a rg e by e ight
o'c l oc k.  O n c e  ei gh t o 'c loc k  a r ri ve d
the  ru le  wa s  in vo ke d a s the  r e fe r e e
wa s no t p re se nt , a nd  th e m a tc h wa s
c a n c e l le d .  W e  do  n o t s e e k  to  l a y
a n y b l a m e  f o r  th i s-  b u t  m e r e l y
su gge s t t ha t in  th e  l igh t o f  th is
unf or tu na te  in c ide nt our  subs eq ue nt
a pp li c a ti on  f o r  a  po s tp on e m e nt  o f
th e  F i n a l  r e p l a y  s h o u l d  h a v e
re c e ive d a lot m or e  sy m pa thy a nd
co nside ra tion .

Ac tio ns s pe a k lo ude r  tha n  wo rd s,
a n d we  h op e  th at b y a bs ta inin g fr om
p a r t i c ip a t in g  i n  t he  F i n a l R e p l a y
a nd  b y r e t u r n in g  th e  C u p  a n d a ll
t he  m e da l s w e  m ig h t a t le a s t d e nt
t he  a r m o ur  of  t he  M a na g e m e nt
C om m it te e .  Le t  n ob od y  th in k t ha t
t he  a c tio n w hi c h w e  t oo k w a s e a sy .
I t  i n v ol v e d  a  g r e a t s a c r i f ic e  f r o m
a l l c o nc e r n e d.  E s pe c ia l ly is th is so
f o r t ho se  a va il a ble  p la ye r s w ho  h ad
t o  si t a t  h o m e  a nd  t w id dl e  th e i r
t hu m b s w hil st t he  C u p w h ic h  t he y
h ad  spe nt a  se as on f ightin g fo r w as
b e i ng  w on ,  l os t a n d  r e tu r n e d.  W e
h a d  ne ve r  w o n t he  C up  b e f or e  a n d
t o w in it w a s o ur  gr e a te st a m b itio n.
B u t w h e r e 's  th e  a c h i e v e m e n t  i n
e i th e r  s i d e  w i n n i n g  a g a i n s t  a
d e p le t ed  op p on e nt ?  . .A t le a s t bo th
w e  a nd  L iv e r po ol  Y .M .C .A . c a n
h o n e st l y  s a y  t h a t  t o  u s it  i s  th e
g a m e  a nd  no t its  C up s a nd  m e da ls
w hic h   is   the    im por tant   th in g.

It  wo uld  s ee m  tha t in the  li ght  o f
th i s a n d  o t h e r  si m i l a r  d e c is i on s
wh ic h the  M a na ge m e nt C o m m itte e
ha ve  tak en  " this se a son,  gui dan c e is
ne e d e d a s to  w he r e  the i r d uty  l ie s.
M a y w e  p r e su m e  t o  s u gg e s t  t h a t
the ir  du ty is to f oste r ,  an d no t kill,
e nth usia sm , to a dm in iste r a nd  a pp ly
th e  sp ir it  a n d  n ot  th e  l e tte r  o f t he
r ule s  a n d  r e g ula t io ns,  a n d to s e rv e
a nd  p ro te c t a n d n ot  di sr e ga r d the
w el f a r e o f  th e ir m e m b e r s.

B oo tle  Y.M .C .A. 1 st T ea m  M e m be r s
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and  no w  i t' s  th e R um ja hn  C up
D ear   S i r,

W e wi sh  to b r ing  to  the  n oti ce of
th e  tab le  ten n is  p u bl ic  a  st a te  o f
a ffa ir s w hi ch  w e  co ns ide r  damag ing
to  th e  g am e i n L iv e rp oo l an d  fee l
th at  in  p e rmittin g it to  o ccu r  th e
Managemen t Commit tee hav e  d is-
reg arded th e  wis hes o f a  sec tion  of
members b y wh om they were  e lec ted
an d p u rpo r t to   se rv e .

Th is is  th e  case , wh ich I  u rge  you
a ll to  read , a s- it cou ld easily  hap pen
to  yo u r  c lu b  i n th e  fu tu re .

T h e  C r i c ke t C lu b  w ere  d u e  t o
p lay Fa ir law n in th e Rum jah n Cup
Fi na l.  T hree  w eeks be fore  th e  w eek
th is f ina l was d ue  to be  played we
ad d res sed  a  le tt e r  to  t h e  L eag u e
M at ch  S ecre t a ry , r eq u es ti ng  th a t
t his  ma tch  b e play ed o n  any  n igh t
o th e r  t han  a  F r i day , a s  i t w ou ld
p rob abl y m ean u s fi e ld ing  th ree
rese rves . W e p o int ed  o ut  th a t th e
L e ag u e  h a d  l a i d  do w n  t h a t  th e
match  be  played  in  w eek co mmenc-
in g M arch 5 th bu t did  n ot sp ec ify
F r id ay . W e  a ls o  in fo rm ed  th em  o f
a  cer ta in  tab le  w hi ch  cou ld  be  us ed
an y  n ig h t t h a t w ee k.

N o reply even o f ackn owl ed gmen t
w as fo r th co min g  f ro m t ha t  le t te r .

Yo u can im ag ine  ou r disgu st and
a st o n i sh m en t  w h en  to l d  th a t  ( i n
s p i te  o f  o u r  s ee mi n g l y s i m pl e
req ues t)  w e  w ou ld  h ave  to pl ay o n
t he  Fr id ay. W hen  as ked  o n w ha t
g rou nd s th is d ec i sio n w as reach ed ,
w e  w ere  t ol d  t h a t it  w a s u su a l  t o
h o ld th ese  mat ches  o n a  F r id ay as
mo st   convenient.

N o te two  w ords he re , " usu a l" an d
"con venient".

I t  h as on ly  b een  " u su a l"  i n th e
las t t w o o r  t hree  y ea rs  to  h ol d
semi- fin a ls an d f ina ls on a  F rid ay .
Indeed w e  have  a  semi- fin al  replay
b ein g played  o n a  W ed nesd ay th is
week.

N o w  t h e  w o rd  " c o n v en ie n t ".
F r id ay is s o con ven ient  to  memb ers
o f th e Man agement  Co mmit tee  th a t
on e sem i-f ina l w as  played ( in com-
p le te  co n traven tio n o f th e rul es)
w ith ou t an  of f ic ia l b e in g p resent  a t
a ll.     An oth er   w as- p layed   w ith  the

of f ic ia l in charge  ab sent ing  h imse lf
for  ha l f th e  m atch . Y e t  an ot he r
semi- fin a l was nev er  sta r ted becau se
o f  t h e  abs en ce  o f  th e  of f i c i a l in
ch ar g e . T h e se  s am e  p eo p l e  h a v e
th e  a ud ac it y t o  u se  th e  w o rd
"co nv eni ent ".  H ow  lau gh abl e  if i t
w ere  n o t s o  tr ag i c .

A f te r  h ea r i n g o f  t he  d ec i sio n  of
th e  Manag ement Co mmi ttee , we
i m me d ia te ly  h a n d ed  i n  a  l e t t e r
as k i n g fo r  a  p e rs o n a l  h ea r i n g  b y
t he  A p p ea l  B o ard . W e w e re  t o ld
th a t t hi s w o uld  h ave  to  h ave  t he
san cti on of  the  M anagement  Com-
m it tee  b e fo re  i t w en t  to  th e  B oa rd
o f  A pp ea l ,  an d  th a t it w as V ery
d o ub t fu l i f  th e  Bo ard  o f  A p pe a l
w ou ld ev er  s ee  it,  b ecau se  the  le tt er
o f the  law s ay s—w e can o nly app eal
ag a i ns t  a  ru le .  Ap p aren tl y  n o  on e
can  app ea l  aga i ns t a  ru lin g .

A fte r  a ll,  w e p lay th e  game for
pleas ure, an d the re is o bvi ously  n o
pleas ure  fo r  e ith e r o urs e lves  o r
op po n ent s pl ayin g  a  ve ry  b e lo w
stren g th  tea m.

S u re l y su c ces s tu rn s  v e r y so u r
a n d  cu p s  an d  me d a l s  lo s e  t h e ir
s hin e  w hen  g ain ed in su ch a  mann er
as  th is ,  o r w hen  i t i s de r iv ed ]  b y
c l a im in g se t s an d  mat ches .

In co n c lu si o n a ll  w e  can  add  is
t h a t a s f a r  a s  w e  a r e  c o n ce rn e d
t hi s m ay be  Tab l e  T enn is  b ut  it
ce r ta inl y is n ot " Cri cke t" .

Y ou rs fa ith fully ,
R . L. D avi es,

Liv erpo ol Cr icke t C lu b

Editor's   Note
Sub scr ib e rs w ill  r eca l l th a t men -

ti on  wa s m ad e  i n  th e  l a s t i ss u e  o f
t he D ig e st o f  t h e  re ce i p t o f  th e
ab o v e  l e t te r ,  th e  p u b l ic a t io n  o f
wh ich w as  w ith he ld o n the  grou nd s
th a t th e  mat te r  w as s u bj ud ice ,  it
h av in g  b een  re fe r red  t o  th e  B o ard
o f  A p p ea l .  T h e  l e t te r  sh o u l d  b e
read  w ith  t hi s fa c t i n min d . A s a
ma tt e r  o f  in t e res t w e  b e li ev e  th a t
th e  Bo ard  o f A p p ea l  u p h e ld  t h e
ap p ea l o f  th e  C r i ck e t  C l u b  b u t
d ec id ed  th a t  n o ac t io n  s h ou l d b e
taken  the reon .
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