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EDITORIAL

WE were interested to receive an article from Peter Rix making reference

to the tglmpoasa\l which we made in the ** Digest ' last season wherein
we suggested that the present system of awarding two points for a ‘ win * and
one for a * draw ' be discontinued and replaced by the awarding of a point for
each set won. We make no apology for again referring to this suggestion in-the
light of the research which Peter Rix has been undertaking on his own behalf,
from which it would appear that there is at least some support for what we
feel to be a vety worthwhile recommendation.

It was the Feature Editor’s intention to take up Mr. Rix’s suggestion of
a secret ballot purely to ascertain the strength of feeling within the League,
but on reflection we have decided that this would be quite improper as the
machinery is there for amendment to League Rules without having to resort
to ballots (secret or otherwise).

There can be only one guiding feature in matters of this kind—the strength
of public opinion. We believe that if somebody wants something badly enough
they will take the proper steps to secure their wishes and we strongly recommend
that each member of the ILeague gives thought to Mr. Rix’s article and, if in
agreement, brings proper pressute to bear on the representative of his club
at the next Annual General Meeting to see that a proper amendment to the
rules is tabled in good time and that full support is marshalled for the vote on
the issue. In this way .a change will be brought about because members want
it. If they don’t—the voting will show it which leads us to a further point,
namely, that hardy annual—the Management Committee. Hardly a month
goes by without our receiving some form of criticism of the Management Com-
mittee which; to our mind, is somewhat unfortunate in that when all is said
and done, the Management Committee is in office only becaunse YOU put them
there and remain there only becamse YOU are unable, or reluctant, to find

. other people to do their job. If you are dissatisfied with the Committee the

remedy is in your own hands. If you are not prepared to make changes (and
on the evidence of the last three A.G.M's. you are not) then, at least, support
the Committee and not decry their efforts on your behalif. . ‘
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Personslity di the Month
MOYA

lN 1949, when she first took up

table tennis, it is doubtful if
anyone realised that Moya Jomes
(Bohemijans) would become the
Leagues’ foremost lady player and
mainstay of our city Women’s team.
For this was the heyday of Andree

- Jones and Fileen Mansell, the May

twins and Beryl Waterson {to name
but a few), and the prospects of
breaking into the top flight seemed
remote. 1954 feund her in the Liver-
pool team for the first time, semi-
finalist in the Closed Womens'
Singles, and ({with Bernard Hand)
Mixed Doubles winner. Since which
time Moya has won the Singles three
times, the Mixed Doubles four more
times, and the Women's Dorbles
three times.

No full record of her Liverﬁool
appearances in the TLancas
League is available, but so far as
memory serves, she has played more
than 50 times winning about 70%
of her sets, and last season she made
her (long overdue) debut for Lan-
cashire, playing against Vorkshire,
Surrey and Middlesex.

Her Open tournament appearances

have been few, dueto het having to

work on Satmdays, but in 1958,
together with Vie Chesham, she won
the Mixed in the Cheshire Open,
losing in the semi-final of the Singles

after having removed the No. 1 seed -

{Audrey Bates).

In =addition to her table tennis
achievements, Moya has been a
tegular member of Bohemijans ist
Ladies T.awn Tennis team for ten
seasons, during which time they

JONES

have been the Liverpool Group
champions thiee thints, #hd  last

seasonn won 2 Coutty ¥nock:out
club competition. She has ‘won the
clab’s T.ades Singles eight timies
{(a record) and has many times repre-
seiftéd the Liverpool Group in inter-
League matches. So her activities,
both summer and winter, have
brougiit much credit to Boltemimns.

. And, may it be said, her winter

efforts in our own partlcu]ar sport
have brought credit to the League,
as well as to her club dnd to Herself.
Always extremely smartly turned
oiit (as indeed are our lady players
generally} over the years she has
proved both a modest winner and a
grhcetul Joser. On those rare ocea-
sions when she is beaten, she does
not follow the accepted practice by
explaﬁﬂng how her owh lack of form
was the catse, but invarfably gives

credit to her etit—a modt un-
usual but very py trait.
As Moya won.lg herself agree, it

would be most unfair to omit mention
of the male membhers of Bohemians
who practised with her for so many
-hours (in particular her husband,
Ken) and whose continued bhelp
added to her own det.erminstion,
asgisted her to reach the top.

. ‘There is no doubt thet Moyas
list of succeases &g far from fimiahed,
and she may yet reach heights
hitherto unattained, but we venture
to think that she will remain what
she has always been, a player who
might, in ‘every pespect, be taken
aaamodelbyaneweﬁthnttofke
game.

We supply :— BUKTA Table Tennis Shirts in all colours
Johnny Leach, Barna, Bergmian, etc. T.T. Bats
Sandwich Bats Tournament and Club Tables

Nets and Posts

in fact EVERYTHING FOR TMLE TENNIS

HENREY WHITITY & SOS

LIMITED

IS BASNETT ST., LIVERPOOL |

Open All Day Saturday

Telephone ROYal 3011
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BRING BACK THE -mog,qz

WWE constanily hwar o she lack
of Interest and emthusiasm,
yet these two qualities were
deliberately killed by the abolition
of the R:'?ons Not long ago, playets
at the tail end of the League, formed
Bagions, were provided with

which gromsed Interest and
thqsiaam Each Region
its own Heglonal tpurnament.
Each bad, selected from its members,
a :f::u which played competitively
ageinst teams from the other Regions,
and at Dingle Vale, there were
'* Reglonal Singles ” open only to
hose who were ‘' grouped * to play
in one Region or amother. AH of
whith aetivities gave incentive to
the lowest level of League players.
They were events eagerly looked
forward to by those concerned, and
to be chosen to represent the Region
was gongidered something of an
honoyt. But these were all done
away with, to be replaced by . .
NOTHINGI

No mew players coming up ¢ Well,
cast your minds back, those who
can-—remember Arthur Taylor, Basil
Townsend, Eddie Clein, Ted Manda-
luff and Jack Seddom as Regional
flayen ? Do you recollect the first
wo mamed playing for Liverpool
while &till in the Regions—brought
to the notice of the Selectors by
their performances among the lesser
bogds ¥ How many of the present
lowest four divisionsl players are
even known to them by name, let
alone ability. And what incentive
are teams outside the 1st division

ven, to enter the ** Closed "’ now

at the Reglonal Singles have been
abandoned ¢ The Consolation Singjes
~—won by some 1st division wallah
every time.

BRING BACK THE REGIONS
after Division 4 Baged, not on the
previous stupi geograph.lcal ounds,
which proviged wsmus,
but into Regmns A” “BY, C”
and D" imto which teams would
be pincel as nesrly as pessible in
thelr own district, but at least in
uniform -numbers. ILet them each
have a tourmmament of their own as
used to be their pleasure, and have
their inter-Regignal beiween
teams of their owa yd's Hlavghter

thig system of do]

to first division playmes ai i.ns ent

ability to surv:ve the first round of

the Close by scrubbing the profitless,
ill-conceived Consolation Singles, and

institute the Regional Singles for

those who are '' not so mighty.” -

3

Msny can remember the h.te Bl
Stamp bemoaning that more had
entered the Regiqnal Singles than
had gone in for the Men's
Sure they had. They had enterad
their own little lot, in wi Qﬁ
thought he had some chance, inste
of being the subject of a Roman
holiday for the elite. And, what
must be remembered at the samg.
time, they paid for that privilege.
They did not get a ze as coh-
solation for conttiving to lose in the
first round.

This is where most of the enthu-
siasm has gone. These events which
were much to the lower level Legague
members, from whom all futyre 1st
division players must by mnatural
forces come, were shing out of the
window, with the result that the
““ Closed ” entries go down, and a
general atmosphere of gloom and
despondency hangs over the League
as a whole. Give the lesser light a
chance to shine in his own sphere,
and from his consequent enjoyment’
enthusiasm will be bred. We all
know that the big shots were not
interested in Regional matters, but
from the Regions came the ma, ority
of to-day’s '’ big shots, * and ef-
thusiasm bred in the lower strata
will produce the players for to-
morrow’s fop divisions. Mod the
Regions been re-organised rather
than slain, far moregintatest wanld
have remalned.

How many players’ from the
present 7th and 8 Divisions will
play in the ‘“ Closed.” How do
the teams of the 8th Division feel
about having at LEAST eight vears
climbing the League ?

The Regions supplied players year
by year, and giveh-the chance can do
-850 again, so instead of moaning about
there being no new yers ¢ -
up, BRING BACK THE REGIO; ﬁ

and let them ﬂsmwﬁe them A@s thgy '
did so very ¥ 4n the past.’




'The Financial aspect of the:
Open Championships - ,

By the Treasurer.

FOR the second successive year I am pleased to report that the Merseyside
Open Championships has resulted in financial gain to the League, albeit
a small one. The final result was a profit of £11-3-10, which is almost double
that of the previous year. Whilst it is not the prime purpose of the tournament ;
to make huge profits, it is very encouraging to those who put in so much hard f
B work ;:i know that some financial gain has acerued to the League by reason of

: Once again I wonld mention that this result was mainly due to the excellent

! support the Open received from outside entrants, and from spectators. At

’ the same time we managed to keep down expenses (saving about {4 in. this
direction). For those interested, the bald details are set out below, and any
comments would be welcomed.

Roceipts. Payments,

Entry Pees ... .. 6{") ETTA Fees .. R §
ETTA Fees ... .. 1I Balls .. .. .. 4
Door Receipts 9 Prizes ... ... .. 25
Catering Profit 2 Printing T £ |
Gratuities R {4

Players’ Expenses .. i

Cartage ... ... .. 4

Sundry Expenses .. I1I

Profit ... .. .. II

i — —

£88 £88 ¢

Once again our thanks are due to Dunlops for their co-opeta.tion» throughout
“and for letting us have the use of their canteen. Imagine the resuit had we ta
fingnece such accommodation ourselves!

THE SPORTS SPECIALIST

TABLE TENNIS EQUIPMENT A SPECIALITY
Championship Tables, Bats, Balls, Nets, Shoes and Clothing
All makes of named Bats and Tables supplied

' JACK SHARP Ltd.
1 . TELEPHONE - - - ROYal 4793/4 =
VISIT OUR SHOWROQOMS :(— :

36-38 Whitechapel Liverpool 1

@
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FROM THE SECRETARY'S DESK

AS most of you are no doubt aware

. the Committee have recently
been reluctantly forced to impose a
rather severe penalty upon the
QOakliill YMCA club. I use the word
“ reluctantly, ”” because the Com-
mittee never takes pleasure in pena-
lising any club, for, although our
primary function is to manage, we
also have a duty to ensure that the
rules made by you are conformed to.

The Committee have deliberately
refrained from making any comment
on this matter previously because
the case was not closed, but we feel
that we must now put the full and
correct facts before you, particularly
in view of the fact that reports of
the matter in the local Press, which
many of you may have read, were
not a true acconnt of the offences
committed or the penalties imposed
by the Committee.

‘In the early matches of the season,
the Oakhill club played 7 unregistered
players in their various teams, and
when this matter was brought to
the notice of the Committee, Qalkhill
were - given about 5 days (in fact
until mjdnight 1st November) in
which to bring their registrations
up-to-date, failing which, they were

-suspended irom that time umtil the

Committee lifted the suspension. The
necessary . registration forms were
NOT -in the PFixture Secretary’'s
hands by the due date, and they
were then. automatically suspended
until November 5th (that being the
date on.which the Fixture Secretary
received the required forms).

Despite the Committee’s suspension
the Oakhill club played a match in
the Three-a-Side League on Friday,
November znd, and I have in my
possession a letter from the (then)
Secretary of the Oakhill YMCA club
which admits that the seven un-
registered players DID take patt in

the matéhes concerned, and that ke

was aware, at the time that they
played, that they were not registered.
The letter also states that, despite
the fact that he was fully aware
that the club was suspended at that
time, hé allowed a League match to

‘be played on November z2nd.

()

|

- ¥, €. MoKim

After a great deal of *discussion
and argument, for the Committee
were by no means all of the same
opinion as to the penalty to impose,
%tlﬁey rarely are in such cases); the
ollowing penalties were imposed on
the Qakhill club: ) ‘

(a) For playing seven unr

players the club was ordetred
to forfeit any points or gets
won in a match in which an
unregistered player had taken
aIt .

part.
(b) For playing a match in direct
contravention of the Com-
mittee’s suspension ruling, the
Oakhill club was s nded
from all home matches for the
remainder of the seagom, the
home records of all of their
teams to be expunged from the
records, and all their teams
expelled from Cup com-
petitions.

The Oakkhill club accepted the first
part of the penalty, and this. part
of the matter closed there and tgen
But they appealed against the second
penalty, and although the Committee
would have been perfectly within
their rights in even r to
accept any appeal {for in accordance
with the rules, the Oakhill club had
no legitimate grounds npon which
to lodge one) we agreed to allow the
matter to be submitted to the Board
of Appeal, and this Board duly met

. to consider the case.

The representatives of the Oakhill
Club brought some fresh evidence to
the Board of Appeal, and they
themselves were also acquainted with
certain facts concerning the case, of .
which they were apparently . not
previously aware.

As a result, the Qakhill club with-
drew their appeal, and, having con-
silted the Chairman on the matter,
I promised to put this fresh evidence
before the Committee at their next
meeting and give the Committee a
further chance to review the whole
situation. This step was NOT taken
because we were nnsure of ourselves
in the decision already takem, but
we felt that if any new facts had
come to light it was our damty te.
take them into sccoumt, . - 7. ©




i
k
i

" $eétiibers of the Committee were

then copremetel tyy we and a majoxity -}

decision dbtaired to allow Oakhbill to
fay their home matches until the
g‘;- -of ouf next meeting without

pEajudice to any decision we might
onme to at that meeting. This again -

Ay seem am unusual step, but
{omce again contrary to the forcibly
eFpressed s .of certain mem-
bers of the League) the Commitize
‘DOBS have the interests of the clubs
nppormost in its deliberatioms, and

.we felt that, as we were going to re-

pongider the matter, it was unfaijr
s the Qakhill club to be penalised
until we had made a final decision.

" Af our meeting held on December
arat the Committee reconsidered the
meatter, taking into account the new

facts ift onr possesafon, and (diied
agadn after langthy disgwseleg) came
to the eonduion thngﬁ iscts
did not alter the pokl
therefore qur al

I make no a;gg:y f&.n this
discourse on one item, bdieving that
the members should, wherever pos-
sible, be fully acquainted with the
happenings at Committee mee

You may, or may not, agree wi
the decisions that we have taken i
this matter. We do not claim to be
infallible, nor to please everybody,
but I hope you will agree that we
have gone to some lehgths to be fair
to the chtth concerpsd, dtd have hot
just arrived at a hasty decisloi dfid
then shut the door to ahy further
discussion on the matter.

Arvound the Division

{By our Special Correspondents)

Division 1|

PW LD F 4 P
LpoblY’HCAnn 0 0 g9l 19 22
Reatters 12 10 1 f gz 28 21
Bohs. ... I3 10 2 I g2 38 21
Tpool YM A 117 3 1 66 44 15
Ahite ... ¥2 6 4 2 58 61 14
Hootdle YM 11 6 4 1 69 41 I3
Waldr .. 11 5 3 2 54 46 12

ks A 12 3 72 46774 8
Wat. 12 3. 7 %43 77
1k . .. 10 O 6 4 34 66
dctorla Pk 12 1 9 2 40 Bo
Bookle YM A 13 0 9 4 37 03
Pohs, A. .. 12 I ¢t 31 8g
Oakhill 7 21 18 29

Nose. O;mkhﬂ.l Home Matches ex
purtged from Opponents’ Records.

E unhappy incident affecting
Odlihill has thrown a blight on

to the division as well as removing
otie of the few teams which might
have bech dble 1o challenge Rafters
and Tiverpeol YM for the lead.
Bohehiians having dropped five points
t6 Halour (i), Livérpool YM (z) and
‘Wafters (2) — this latter despite the
of Clein—are more or less

t of it now wunless sofme miracle
‘Secirrs. B0 it Jobks -as if we shall not

“Rfyw the new thampions tntil the

]ﬁ ﬁabd; of ‘the season betwest
tei and Fiverpool YM. Liverpool
“YM ‘A’ tenm hope to finish in the
top four places hdéordimg to one-of

Wwh hp o

the team, and if determinafion hds
anythmg to do with it they might
make it, especially now that they
have baent much strengthened by the
replaceniént of Bradshaw by EKeén
Robetts, who after a very pood
seasoft withk Beaduclnir last year,
started at 1 In the YM ‘B’ team,
was titbeaten after 7 matches, moved
up and Has to date won 13 sets frdmn
14 played. His sole loss was to D
Butterworth in the Reéadmnfivl
but he had consolation i |
Bobby Own the same night.
is' the sort of newcomer we W
The other end of the table
Boobtle YM ‘A’, Linfiets, Vim
and Bohemians “A’
cut-throat battle to av
Such is the sitnation that the tif
one playeér can mean a tremienddims
difference, and Cleius tnlltior ftom
Victoria Park to Bolemiskw might
have the effect of puwshing i ol
club down while helping his new
club’'s second string o sccape. Yet,
sttangely, the Park got theiy fisat
three points of the-seasoh -after he
haxl left, so it scems l they

M

deg ingmngtobe

it can be, semd before the ¢ad of
season plates miay- be changmd
by w Although Oakhdl
dowe tesr the bottom, there o
mmmywmmm
Anfield, having siguéd  Froddis

?

sai

Ei

1)
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and Maurice Oakes have no worties.

Rafters ‘A’ already have enough

gﬂ:_nﬂ to them a nice tom-
Tt

Lable g, and it is unlkely
that Waterloo Dock will be drawn -

into ‘the scramble, 56 we Wow wait
to see who will sarvive from the
bottom four.

Which leaves little to say other
than to offex the pivus kape that

we have seen the last of ‘ incidents’.

Jim Green.
Division 1

PWLDVF A P

Cadwa .. 1010 0o BB 12 20
Lucem w II B 1 276 33 18
Faitlawn .. 1r 8 2 r 68 42 17
Beauclair II 5 4 2 57 53 12
Bath St. ... 1I 5 4 2 %3 57 Iz
University .11 5 4 2 I 59 32
RAFA . 10 4 4 2 55 45 IO
LPAS .. IE 3 62 4763 8
Waterloo Parkrr 3 8 0 42 63 6
Vic. Pk. ‘A 9 3 60 34 56 6
Rafters ‘B’ 9 2 613357 5
Vie. Pk. ‘B’ 11 o 11 0 25 o

pese of s opposition, the
battle for second plage has been
intensified by Lucem’'s 6-4 win at
Fairlawn. This vietory puts Lucem
into secomd place with a ome point
lead ovaAnthdr rivals for li;:tt division
lace. interssting alsa, is
gha.t this defeat for Fairlawn records
their first Leagne reversal st home,
sinee October 1961.

A Heyes, Lucem's No. 1, and their
most consistent player, has lost only
three ewents, to Stan Wonding

¥A), Harold Willeock (Cadwa)
and D, Reed (University).

The University team appear to be
ontsiders in the promotion race. In
D. Reed, their Captz;in and No. 1,
they have a player of great ability,
whg has lost™ onty one‘grset to date
{te Eddije Moeaey of Fairlawn) but
apart from this he has e un-
defeated, his record inclu wins
over both Willcock aud R. Eden at
Cadwa., His closest victory was
agajnst Stan Wooding (RAFA) when
he scraped home 21-1%, 19-21, 22-20.

Beauclair’s results are ysually very
close, and this side could have a very
important say in the fingl placiags
at the tip of the table, wkg home
games to come against both Fajrlapn
avd Lucem, The three most success-

ful ; ers in the Reauclgir side to
dltepg{, in order of merit, C. Gri.’m_e'ts,
B. Pardiy and D. Inge. :

Watarloo Park are finding the
og’»om'tion rather strong, and  the -
only points their players have won -
to date have been at the expense of
the two Victoria Park teams.
. w0 other teams which ate ex-
periencing some difficulty in winning
league points are Rafters ‘B’ and
LPAS. Rafters recently had a good
win over Waterloo Park 7-3, which
eased their pogition somewhat, but
how close it was! W. Lamb, the
Raftet’s Captain, won both his events
at 22-30 in the third game, his un-
fortunate victims being W. Spencer
and A. Hayden, while Mrs. Reynolds
beat Ken Nelson 23-20, 19-21, 21-19,
Very tough on the losers but highly
satigfying to the Rafter’s team.

The Police recently gained a
valuable point by holding University
to a draw at Anfield Road. J. Motiey-
Emuy won his two pgames, while

ough, Bracewell and Hea%;.xe col-
lected one each. For the ‘Varsity'
Reed won his customary two sets,
the other three coming from Snyder,
Howard and Dingley.

Brian Leeson.

Division 3

PW LD FA P
L'pool YM ‘B’10 8 1 1 79 z2I
Linacre .. 1z 8 3 r Bo 40 17
L'pool C.C. 9 8 1 0662416
Eng. Elec. I0 7 I 2 6% 38 16
Bahs. ‘B’ .. 11 5 4 2 54 56 12
LPAS ‘A’ IT 5 5 I 46 64 11
Bath 8t. ‘A’ 11 5 5 1 60 50 1K
Anfield ‘A’ 11 5 60 59 §5I Yo
Sefton .. I0 3 524555 8
Linnet ‘A’ 10 3 614357 7
Oakhill ‘A’ 10 3 6124 60 5
Bootle YM 'B'12 1 11 0 24 96 2
Vie. Pk. 'C’ 11 1 10025 87 2

Note.  Qakhill Home Matches
expusged from Opponent’s Records.

TI{E tussle at the top of the table

is revolving around four er five
clubs, with the strong English Elgctric
and Cricket Club {eams stepping up
their cha e to Liverpool ¥M's
long run as leaders. Indeed, one of
the shock tesults to dateé was the
first defeat of the all conguering
YMCA side by Anfield. The YM to
then had. lnat quly 6 gets in 7 atches,
One of ihe architects of the Anfield
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Aroand the Divisions——Continued

victory was L. Stirzaker ﬁho o;iy
recently lost his 100% record to

" George Sanders of the Cricket Club.
* The ¥YM have now lost their No. 1,

Ken Roberts who has been promoted
to their 1st division side, and they
conceded another point to Linacre
just before the holiday. They must
now be glacing over their shibders
more than a little anxiously. In fact,
one of the deciding factors of the
ultimate championship could well be
next week’s clash with the Cricket
Club at Adgburtk.
English ¥lectrle, who are having a
very good season, although very
at 1, 2 and 3, seem rather
suspect lower down and in reserve
strength, as was instanced by their
very surprising defeat at the hands
of the Police ‘A’, In this game they

"~ were without Eric Smitton and went

down 3-7, Fred Pheysey meeting
with one of his rare defeats to J.
anre%y. Two weeks later they
scored a good win over Linacre,
Smitton and Pheysey (who had a
shoulder injury) dropping down the
order to 3 and 4 respectively. Smitton

‘had an extremely hard struggle
m K. Ainsworth, No. 4 for-
, Wddre just pipping him.
Le

h Davies.

“Rvision 4

PW LD F AP

© Wiiree Lab. 9 9 oo8g 1 18
L'pool P.O. 9 7 I I 583215
Cadwa ‘A’ 9 7 2067 23 14
Fairlawn ‘A’ 9 4 2 3 49 41 1I
Wat. Dk. ‘A 8 4 31 42 38 g
Bath §t. 'B° 8 4 4 0 34 46 8
Cadwa ‘B’ 10 3 6 I 4555 7
Wat. Pk. ‘A’ o 3 60 3654 6
Linnet ‘B’ 8 1 701862 2
Oakhill ‘B’ 7 2 4 I T1 35 2
Bootle YM 'C’ 170 o100 89z o

Note. Oakhill Home Matches
expunged from Opponent’'s Records.

WHILST writing this, I am
surrounded by a cold, white,
slippery world outside, and the idea
of a warm table tehinis room is very
inviting. Tt seems surprising to
think of complaining about comn-
ditions in some club rooms being
too warm.
‘Wavertree Labour Club continue

‘their relentless pursuit of the divisi--

ottial championship with Cadwa ‘A’
and -Liverpool ‘Post. Office :in hot
pursuit. After their opemitig draw
with Fairlawn ‘A’ the Post Office
have réalised their promotien po-
tential, and with the recall of Ron
Fowler from ‘retirement’ (what a
useful No. 4 he is !}, are very strong
contenders. ‘The Post Office’s defeat
of Cadwa ‘A’ is likely to have vital
beating on final placings. These top
three teams appear to have the
measure of the rest of the division,
whilst the bottom two teams seem
to be rather outelassed. The plavers
in these teams cannot be fauited.for
lack of effort, and it is to be hoped
that the younger members do not
become: disconuraged, as they display
most promising form,

The most disappointing feature of
the season to date has Leen -the
number of teams withdrawn from
the division. This unfortunate
position does tend to destroy in-
terest, particularly among the youn-
ger players, and it is refreshing to
see the kéenness and will to win
shown by the two Cadwa teams.
I quote a personal instance as to the
manner in which these withdrawals
affect playing dafes in that Fairlawn
‘A’ played their last home game on
fth December, and their next home

:apeteh date is. 12th February.

A more pleasing aspect .of the
weason is to see, from the score cards
received to date, that attendance
records appear to be good. Absences
are noticeable when teams have
been due to play Wavertree Labour
~—with obvious sifniﬁcance. Water-
loo Patk ‘A’ failed as a team to meet
their Wavertree opponents.

’ Les Harper.

Division 5

, PWLDF AP
Crawford’'s 1I 10 0 I §7 I3 2I
Wav. Lab. ‘A’ 10 g o1 88 12 19
Crawford’s ‘A’ 11 8 3 o 70 40 16
L'pool CC ‘A’ 10 6 2 2 58 42 14
L'pool YM 'C' 11 5 4 2 52 58 12
St. Bdw. O'B. 10 5 4 I 55 45 11
Anfield ‘B” " 11..5 5 149 51 II
Faltlawn ‘B’ 11 4 -7 0 41 60 8
Beguclair ‘A’ 11 2 81 39.71 5
Dom. Miss: 11 2 813674 5

“Rafter's“C' - 10 1 72 3466 4
B'tl. NALGO 11 1100 21 89 2

rmw
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HE sorting-out proeess continnes
T- -leaving Wavertree Labour ‘Al
aud Crawford’s 3 pointg ahead of the
field —each having lost only the point
involved in their draw eatly in the
segsotl. The Cricket Club ‘A’ team,
lying third, were beaten more than
comfortably 10-o on theit own table
by Crawford’s, and it is now a moral
certainty that, should either team
win in their clash on January 28th,
that. team will finish as champions,
with the other as runmers-up. A
second draw will (probably) mean a
set’s decision at the end of the
seasont, which might add a little zest
to the proceedings.

- Liverpool Cricket Club, although'a
sound team, are obviously not strong
enough to offer serions competition
to either of the leaders, but appear
ready to fill the No. 3 berth, Craw-
ford’s ‘A’ and St. Edward’s following
close behind. While at the tail end,
Raftet's ‘C’ are in the unaccustomed
last place, having provided Domestic
Mission with theit first win for a
long, long time. And Beauclair ‘A’
seem to find it harder to pick up
poinis this year than has been the
case in past seasoms. Stiil, with the
number of vacancies from Div. 2
downwards it is unlikely that anyone
will be relegated, so all can have a
good time with only a small ptro-
portion of worry on that score.
Individually, Arthur Jones (Craw-
ford’s) is undefeated in TLeague
matches, having lost omnly 2, both
against Fairlawn in the Cup. And
at Wavertree, Owens, Byrne and
Chambers have each only lost 1 in
the League, Byrne 1 also in Cup ties,
and the others more in the Cups, and
though members of their own teams
run these four close, ih no other side
in the division is there ome single
player whose record is remotely
comparable, so far ahead of the
division they are. Indeed, it now
seems a good time for the vacancies
in the whole League to be filled by a
bit of ' jumping ' divisions—in the
interests of the League as a whole
{Management Committee please note
suggestion). Incidentally, after mem-
bers of the two top teams, the player
with the next best record is one of
our women players, Barbara Topping
{Iiverpool CC ‘A') with 83.33%.

" Pred Winstanley. -

L2

- - DPivision 6 -
' F A4 P

PW LD
Witree Lab. ‘B'0 g o0 1 8418 19
Tech, Stds. It 8 21 78 32 .17
Stan. House 11 7 2 2 67 43 16
Eng. Elec. ‘A’ 10 7 3 0 64 86 .14
L'pool CC "B’ 10 5 3 2 54 46 12
Eng. Elec. ‘B’ 11 4 4 3 61 49 i1
Anfield ‘C’ 10 4 51 48 52 ¢
LEPAS. ‘B 10 3 434753 9
University ‘A" 9 4 3 2 41 40 8
Bath 8t. 'C" 11 2 813377 s
Beauclair ‘B’ 10 1 g o0 22 78 2
Linnet ‘C’ 9 0 9gOII 79' ©

AS I surmised, Wavertree Labour

are proving to be far too good
for us. They are a great side, their
toughest game to date (with .ome
exception) being an 8-z win. The
exception was what, at first sight
appeated to be a surprise poime
dropped to Anfield ‘C" who are im
the lower half of the table. But the

result is not so surprising when:the

Anfield side includes 1. Stizaker, M.
Holland and Reggie Royle (this
latter winning the two key games).
I very much doubt whether anyose”
cant equal Anfield’s performance. .
Another excellent draw from two
well-matched teams was that be-
tween Stanley House and University,
with dowbles fram Jones and Lyn,
who is having a great seasem. Three
more good draws for English Electric
‘B’ and 5 wins from 6 sets for Billy
Neary who seems to have run jnto
form with victories over Lawson
{University, 2 straight), Storey and
Maher (Cricket Club, both 2 straight)
and Patterson (Police, also. in 2).
Francis and Lawson (University}
with two sets apiece, made English
Electric ‘A’ fight hard for a 6-4 win
from 4-1 down. Electric, however,
romped home against Stanley House
when Pierce won his side’s only set.
Welcome back to Beauclair who
scored a convincing win over Linnets.
Both appear to be good bets for
relegation, but both deserve a pat on
the back for their keenness. and
perseverance. . Lo
Tech. Students, no doubt, fancy

. themselves for the No. 2 spot fol-

lowing their 7-3 win over Electric ‘A’
with two fine doubles from Crawshaw
and Roberts. A few good solo wins
came from Joyce Newll and Roberts




Around the Divisions—comtinusd

{both Bath Street) v. Rlectric 'B’
aud, Wavertree Labour, and George
organ amd Reg Foster (Linnets)
a.%amst Besaclair and Stanley House.
Although their side lost heavily,
these four pulled out all the stops te
gain these single sets. ‘
Jack Lambert.

Division 7

P W

L'peol CC 'C" 1 8% 25 17

Crawford’s ‘B’ o 67 23 16
Colemsay ... 1o 72 28 15
Lewis's .. IO 58 42 12

St. Leonard’'s 7
L'pool CC'D’ 8
Fowlands .. 10

48 22 11

University ‘B’ 6
Linget ‘D’ a
Oakhilt “C’ 9

WITH the hali-way stage reached,
the omly major change simece
the last issue of the ‘" Digest” is
that Jewis's have lost two wvital

dropped . several positions.
‘wamt - dewn 4-6 to Crawiord’s ‘B'
‘thowgh  skipper Reg. McNaghten
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w have felt reasonably pleased

t&& apd Dave Magrane 21-1g, also
ot Y third. Lewis's suffered a mueh
fomrwier defeat in their second loss,
st e bands of Liverpool Cricket
{T%eb 'C’, when their only win came
fram C. Avery at No. 5.
Crawford’'s 'B* dropped their sec-
.and point of the season to Colonsay.
‘member of Crawford's team
ﬁ set, but for their
e honmours were far
Wmm PBrian Rockliffe at No. 1
—iphe - neidentally motored from
Buraley to take part in the mateh—
won both his events against Barton
and Magrane. Skipper Harry Nelsen
at No. 4, also had an excellent double
asgainst Widdowson and Watt, after
lotitng the first game in each instance,
a#ll- the other set was secured by
-Afan Guy, who accounted for Craw-
dord's Captain, Walter Fymond.
8t. Leonard's are still going very
r, and a valuable point was

omme" & agsinst the Cricket Club '€’
(16}

wezﬂrmabch-d anthe rewitluggesg:
Bric Dorbman got his vanal 4wo e
the home team, sud Touy Matthiss
earued $t. Loonard’s aole douhle of
the ovening,

CathoMe Metto ranks have Deen
greatly strengthened by the signing
of Mike Gallagher who is a player of
great experiemce, having turned out
in Rafter's 15t diwislon team many
times, and hes boen 3 lar member
of thelr 3rd divislon side for soone
seasgms. He shondd de much to tum
the side tato a difffeult hurdle to he
OVITCOMDe, .

Both of the Cricket Club teams jn
this division provide siromg oppo-
sition. The ‘C' team has a powesful
No. 1 iu Hrie Derfman, the ‘B
teasn are nearly a3 specessinl as are
the ‘C'. At least they can boast a
draw with Crawfords ‘B’ to whkom
the ‘C’ team went down 4-6. The

other defeat suifered by this
‘C’ team was (again} 4-6 to Colonsay,
in a match in which Eddie Hand
scored a double, and the other sets
werve gdded by Dawn Lewis and
Deorfman,

A fime individual performance was
that of Cath. Churchill of Linnets
‘DY when she beat the English Elec.
No. 1 J. Byme, to score her side’s

sole win,

Norman Nelsoa.
Division 8

PW LDVF A P
Mossley Hill 10 10 o o 86 14 20
Lussac 11 g 1 176 34 19
Wav. Lab. ¢ 1o 7 21 8z 38 15
Orredl . II 6 4 1 64 46 13
Anfield ‘D’ 12 6 60 61 59 12
Maghull Co-op 9 3 2 4 47 43 10
Tock Stds ‘A’ 12 4 7.1 5961 9
Lowlands ‘A’ 12 3 g0 37 83 6
Colonsay ‘A’ 12 2 Io 0 37 83 4
Tucem ‘A’ 11 T oo 21 8 =z
T weuld appest that the criticism

of fectwear and shirts for match
play hasdome aome good for a macioed
imprevement has been noticed. Some
serviges are ssill a bit dicey amd mere
praetice to trove these is recom-
mended, bu:mipam glad to se*«lal that
Umpives are warning plapers who are
guiity of fonl serving, and are givipg
points against them if they continue
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Around the Divislons—continusd

8o ¥ iy 480t diiey
ofm,aqﬂ e %ﬂo
well Bat ¥ woi wsk those
whodovolmipbghmqluf
u.egm 48 not b be dirtgted to
phyers or by SPECTATORS

Anyome can make

anﬁsteke. ax@ it t Yeul Mipdbt, cidl
Iet * %88 Plxy the point aguby.

m};ge (&&:znzrrp mghﬂ e the

trisls. She Mas

for mbst of her ents

thnseuaun playiiig & No. ¢ Tor Ret

thib, andl her record ¥ jttsﬂihd

het selection. We wih her every
stiecess.

Anfield made a good p in L.
Stirzaker, a very strong

g:yu whoae few attack:ing strokes

te winners, He will not

to be bustled ‘into

mmﬁng mistakes, lew all that

# hiN erit, Maghnil Co-Op are !
themoé improved team to date, all
mwryenthnsiasucand .

playhg for-every but the

n:um!nﬁ awey with the division
is Muedley BrE a very

sitong team, andj by the
sumber of hyerswhoh-wetnken

gr! this seasdn they have exee&_ '

allyétmﬁ reserve strength, Thi
No. er fs a |

yei whose
game I found it a joy to wateh apd

oﬁewhoﬂ!oﬂbeplayinghavery

It must be ¢ Yor Cap-
tains to put W.0. against a plage‘:m
name, and this season B
the éase mhs matches, with two
further matehes helny vom walk-
m with aides pie

to make a New Year resolution to
turn up i seletted to ¥, or at
deaet to b;gfnk to your
wiern Kiui 1f yon cannot pluy, in posd
thawe 1oy a résérve to be obtained.

Lil Jenking. -

- Labour second.

to arrive ot

ptain and

- 3 A Sider - ¢
O PWEDB F.AGP

CADWA . IZ TG I O'Pe 21 PO
L'posl Y g 8 178 71 16 18
Wavu-trte Lab 8 7 r o 63 14
Fallawn ... 11 7 4 o %1 43 4
Bootle YM 1o 6 40% 3412
Ydrpet e I 5. 6 043 3; ™
Balfour .. 100 4 61t 26653 ¢
Victorla Park 9 4 5.0 4239 8
Png. Electric 10 3 726 72 %7 &
L'pool CC... 10 3 703655¢ &
Wiloo Dock 12 2 10 0 3793 4
Oakhill ... 9 5 40i1e 390 4
Lowlends ... 11 I ve 0 29 74 2
ICEKING winners on the Treble

Chance s child's
spotting winners in this
Linnets (with the No. 4 of thelr ‘A&
team out) beat Bootle YM’ rgxhr
team 5-4. Two week's later Boxtle
thrash the hitherto unbesten Cadwn

?fﬁ.

6-3 (Eden failing to score) :md_wiﬂt_

'Cadwa having earlier beaten Yiwep-
‘pool YM 5-4, trying to forecast ¥
ultimate champions is. rather a
matter of ' Yer pays yer pemnmy“
ete. However, sticking out the neék
as usual, T nominate Liverpool YM
to finish up top with Wavertsee
Both teams haje
lost one match omly, and I cannot
see the Y3 droppiug amother. And
since the opening genre flost &
Bootle) Wavertree Labonr have-

sailed through all
I fapcy them to on Cadwa
their second defeat of the first half.

Obviously, one of the points of
interest {s the compatison between
1st and * nonut”divﬁuug;
Harold Willcock can hardl; i.'h
the aeeond catego; wg but

that thefy wmﬂd do well- g
‘division. But again, e chour
Clob comes with a bang. Pete .
Hurworth has the best record #n the
divieion, with Chalener, Owens, By
mdothersnghtouhisheﬂo In

a; ftomthedxseu '5&,.
psrt men Heve

immm-sixmutchu mm
-amd Birch Have each lost SEX. Wilily
gves sue faricusly o W‘

art. irom&.few s,
pr to mthhmﬁ;b
glve extra games to as many players

tiom anfl -
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_as they cai. -Both: Liverpool C.C.
and English “Electric have used 14
«plagers already, and othets are not
an ‘behind. "Lowlands have eartied
a.deal of respect from opponents in
that they never fail to appear, and
never stop trying, and in this respect
a cgrtain K. Smith earns commen-
datﬁm. Oanly once has he failed to
notch at least one victory, and he
has {in the first ten weeks) won 1o
of his side’s 15 sets. Not an un-
impressive réecord for a 7th division
playss..

. Women’s Division
PWILDF AP

Bohemians I1 10 © I go 20 21
CADWA .. 1Ir 1o 1 096 I4 20
Rafters ... Iz 10 2 0 go 30 20
Linnet .. X2 8 31 75 45 17
Grawford's IT 7 4 O 70 40 14
CADWA ‘A" 11 6 50 61 49 12
Bath 8t. ... 1z 6 6 o 66 34 12
L'pool C.C. 1z 4 62 56 62 10
Anfield .. 11 3 Bo 4268 6
Bohs, A" ... 11 3 803377 6
Rafters ‘A’ 11 3 Bo3r7g 6
Bootle Nalgo 8 o 8o 1070 o
Yeeh, Stds. i1 0IIL O O I0 O

A AM glad to report that the trials
j St gt

il romised to the
Lnddea wouk P t the Balfour Club
Jast Yefore | i 3. Though the

Femigerutize Bath outside and in was
almidst Treexing, the girls all managed
to keep themselves warm with some
‘good  table tennis. - Seven ladies
turned up. Unfortunatély Moya
Jones was working, Judy Crafter
was ‘away @t a tournament, and
Joyce Randall and Jean Reynolds
both had previous engagements, but
nevertheless, Barbara Topping, Bar-
bara Taylor, Billie Illidge, Pauline
Lawrenson, Myra Lovelady, Muriel
Willcox and Betty Black all showed
tremendous keenness, and all played
exceedingly well Barbara T

has imptroved considerably, aggpsiﬂg
erashed home some powerful winning
#orchands, especially against Pauline.
Jlao;btless aa«')mel of -her improvement
is:due to her playing stronger oppo-
nents this year than last, when ger
team' was in the znd divisionm; and
she hadn’t much opportunity to
:meet tougher players. Myra Love-
“adye: 1s “also “toming back' into-her

form -of..a couple -of seasons. sgo
though unfortunately, with :other
commitments now, she has little
time for serious practice. , :

This idea of getting together some
of the lady players is a good one, and
should be repeated more often. I hope
to arrange another such day some.
time in New Year if a club can be
found which i3 fairly central for
most people. -

- Idnnets had a very close match
when -they. lost e3d6 to Rafters.
Milly Harris played extremely well

for Linnets, winning both her sets

against Jean Reynolds and Myra
Lovelady, both of whom have been
playing well all season. Amy Bell
also accounted for Myra, and Milly,
together with- Lily Wynne won their
doublea.

Rafters ‘A’ did well to defeat
Anfield 6-4. Pinky Rumjahn and
Reggie Royle had a battle with
Reggie just scraping home 23-21 in
the 3td, Pinky is playing more this
year and has got well into her stride.
She played two good games against
Judy and myself when Cadwa played
them in the Bartholomew thongh
losing both events. She didn't go
down without a fight. Little Doris
D’Arcy plays some fantastic stuff at
times and for all her size, can hit
some incredible winners- with her
forehand, She gave Judy the fright
of her life in the Merseyside Open,
when she only just lost 23-2r in the
final game, though in the League
match, Judy got her measure and
managed to win in straight games.

It is gratifying to know that both
Tech. Students and Bootle Nalgo,
degpite their lack of success, are
determined to keep battling. Both
teams are enjoying their gemes,
though unfortunately they are not
able to get much practice. Never-
theless, they do level best in
their matches, and are keenly in-
terested. : :

The Liverpool 1st team bowed
themselves out of the Rose Bowl on
the last Saturday of December, heitig
very much outplayed by a far stronger
side. Manchester never looked in any
danger, except pethaps in the very
first set between Moya Jones and
Diane Fitzgerald, the young Lancs,
county player. Moya was leading
20-10 in the first game, but Diane

o)
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ulled up $ 16-20 hefore ldeing. In
?he second, the Manchéster girl trx%:k
theleadfromthustﬂ.rtandwcn at
the same score, and in the third,
Moya trailed a-bit; bifoke even, and
then Diane made some very fine
backhand shots whichk Moya had no
angwer for. In this set both players
attacked ‘both farehand and bsck

Lencashirs and Cheshire Lnagvc

hahd, -neither falling back oa to
ence — gach - playmg er owa
attacking style.
Will the day ever come, we wander,
whien Liverpool can turn the -
ot Matichester 7 - I .can omnly hepe
that the day is not far off wheu we
are able to do s06. -
: Eileen 'Ma'nsei!'.

C el

(3! JACK HGGAIG)

EXIT THE GIRLS!.

OR once in a while our Leadies’

- teams reached the Zone final of
the J. M. Rose Bowl competition,
but perhags this is stretching a point
in view of the fact that we drew a
bye in both rounds 1 and 2. However
our old friends and enemnies, Man.
chester were encountered just before
the New Vear at Crawford’s, where
defeat by 5 sets to o ended an ex-
tremely short run in the competition.
Mrs. Jones, Miss Willcox and Miss
Crafter represented the League in
this match, as in fact they have in
all matches so far this season.

The game between the ist team
and ‘A" team at Beauclair, early in
December, when the ‘A’ team was
represented by Mrs. Randall, Mrs.
Reynolds, and Mrs. Lawrenson, ended
in the expecied win for the 18t team
by 9 sets to 1, the only ‘A" team
success being a good win: by Mrs.
Reynolds over Miss Crafter.

Eatlier the ‘‘A’ -team defeated .

Oldham g9-1, when ©Oldham arrived

one player short due to the last-

minute iliness of one - member of
their s:ide

THE BRIGE'I' SPO'.I‘S.

Undoubtedly, where the Liverpool
League has gained most kudos in
" the past five seisons or so has been
in the junior division of the Lanes.
‘and Cheshire League. After a

;nedlocre seasod [ast year pur junicrs-
"are at it -again, and~ depemding

:largely on the-result of the Wirral v.
: Burnley match are ot the threshold
tof further hosours." |
happen, as I sincerely’ hope it. will,

.the greatest ctedit should ge to
.'young Gordon Birch, who, after four .
matches, -two. of these against the '

.strong Burnley and Witral sides,

A

-~ Should this’
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remains undefeated. T rate hisik one
of the best juniors we have produced
for some years, and what is mere,
one of the most modest also. - Here
in my opinion is ‘a youngster-dpon
whom other junior players might swell
model themselves. Fuli of enthn:
siasm and determination, Gordog has
made his mark in the junior circles
of Lancashire, and has some ‘vér¥
worthy scalps to prove it. In’ keepmﬁ
with his performances on the-table
the immaculate way in which'-this
young player is turned ocut, always
spick and span, and an object lesson
to many much older players of th‘e
League.

Whﬂe still on the subject of young
players, the newly formed Youth
Division could well be won inits
initial season by this League.- To
date our team has played three
matches, having dropped bit one
set out of thirty. Gramted, the
opposition so far has been rather
weak, but if the team of Roy -Smith,
Robert Eden and Trevor Owens ehn
dgvercome Blackpool in' the nedr
future, a big step will have beén
taken towards the championship.:-

IN THE DOLDRUMS, -
. . LT oan ';f 13
Both Men’s teams are havinga
rough passage this term, and whilst
T do not think that efther is in ;gy.gﬁ_
danger of relegation, neither
there be any pots for then this
. The 1st team were elimigated. y
Preston from the. Willmétt . C_: P
competition, add thé s

|- team then rubbed it in by inflictilig

30 8-2 defeat on the ‘A’ tgam, . :
The 1st tedin were .beaten iy

* Bufnley 7 sets to-3 and have & ot

-of leeway to make up to finish inmja
safe-position, but I.hope that it
next issue of the *.Digest ' it will
possible to report a happier situa
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m m&ﬂ‘ A CHANGE?

sm little tine back there was
a2 lot written- in . the
it with regard to the idea

‘bma t forward for the changiug of

the exist system of scoring and
recording of points in matches. For
those who are not conversant with
the proposal, it was that, instead of
a normal win, say by six sets to four

being shown as two points in' the -

charts, it should be shown
‘a8 ts for the winners and
four ts for the losers, The pro-
pew system could again be

printed in full if it was found to be'

mecesgary. That is, a point achieved
for each set won. This system was
up when there was a lot of

ation and concern being shown
lmrtheap ent loss of interest in

" table in Liverpoal, Teams

Aropping gut, lack of interest, and a
Adecrense in the number of new and

oithg recruits to the sport.
4 There is no doubt at a.ll that it
aroused a lot of interest in table
tennijs citcles, but as everyone knows
.i.t was put to the vote at the last
ALGM. The motion was defeated.
this tumm of evenis nothing

‘!wthet]us been said on the subject.

I persenally gave it much thought
dpring the Aossd seqatn; and when

fhe present season began I asked

mﬁgy of my fellow cinb members
¢

hey thought of the idea. Ten
of the twalve I asked said they would

arélcome the -change, their main
" zeason being that it would stimulate

intereat enthusiasm in a
to the last point played. I would say

that the twelve people to, whom .

1 spoke represent a falr cross section
of jhe ying members of the
Teemgne. Itis a well known fact that

lﬁl..mi

whmammhhdngbnwsm
to mil, the intersst o fhe makch ap.a

ﬁvewhmmm
,mﬂi

{am, omages to
i:n the case of a team MWM
regularly.

With the new. syatesn, every memr
ber of the team would have an
giject i view—that of earning at
least one int for his team even
though it ﬁl '

1 feel that it would e .a.;EOQd idea
10 have a vete on the issue, bnt that
the vate abould he & secret opme, A

be - appr that many club
Secretaties wote at A.GM's. in the
ﬁanm they thinkf;ft aninotu

e representative of perhaps 30
members of thejr alub. That may
have been the rzason for the priginal
defeat of the motion. Consequently,
I believe that the mejority decision
should prevail, and in doing sa, give
the pleyers a mase compelitivg 5

ier six months playfag psrhﬁ

:gxg the year. I imae that the

older element in ithe .

ranks of the game, especially .at. ﬂub

level, do not want, or are relpgtant
to deviate from the set and com-
ventional ways of the Lepgue. It
would therefore be quite an- sghipze-
ment if this method were tried only
for one weason. ¥ wwuld skow the
powers-that-be have the incentive
and oom_’agc‘to move with the times.

with fajnr, nomtop which hus asped
aper:tncurm in the ofell
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Specialists in everything pertaining 4o
Table Tennis Tables ami acvessories .

MATCH TABLE TENNIS TARLE
9:ft. x 5 ft. Manufactured emtirely in-our-own works,
a;?h speed peliulose ponrefiectin
sh -or B

37 VICTORIA STREET LIVERPOOL i
Telephone<CENtral 3664

Contragters .to H.M. Gomnmpu ]
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,even more important,

ARTICLES WANTED

A REPLY

Don Cameron.

AVIN Eerforce to spend a few days at home nursing a chill, I thought

endeatour to answer Monty's
thought I co

an artlcle for the " Digest.” 1

a from the heart and write
, but after much peneil biting,

and repeated emptylisg of the wuste-peper basket, this was the result: —

SPONGE AND THE BPECTATOR.

I think that sponge has ruined the
game !

These few words should be enough
to trigger off a never-ending argu-
ment hetween the ‘‘ spongers ™ and
the '* plain rubbers.” At least they
invariably have this effect in the
clubroom, but will they do so through
the pages of the " Digest ' ? I hope
so

However, let us explore another
line of argument not often talked
over, but which stems from the same
statement. The existence of an
organised sport upon the
support afforded by spectators. That
is to say, that the game cannot be
expanded, either by the coaching of

players or by sending players to

tournaments (world-wide) without
financial backing. At the moment,
this backing comes from within the
game itself, the volume of su;
coming from spectators being (at
present) negligible.

If the game were made more
attractive to the public it wonld
attract more spectators, consequently
more money ‘for its expansion. But,
it would
attract more youngsters who, once
having seen how exciting the gamwe
can be, would watit to start playing.
At least this was tay own expeﬁence.
In the days when the * circus”
came to town (Barng, Bellak and
Szabados) such was their prowess
with bat and ball that I watched
spellbound, as did thotsamds of
others who paid to fill the biggest
halls in the city to see strolee play at
its best. I just couldn’t get baeck to
our own table quick enough to try
to emulate the play of the masters.
Of course, this was all done with
plain rubber'but . . . no spowge, with
its artificial qﬁu and “Speeds—its
deadening of retuins, loop shots and
just putting the bat in the WAaY.
1 recall a certain final of the Liverpool
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Closed played with sponge, over
which I prefer to draw a curtain,
even though good money was paid
to see it.

Where can we see the like of those
old players today ? Players whose
names are still household words?
I don’t suppose that one in a hundred
can tell me who is the reigning
world champion.

Perhaps it is that we are no longer
interested in attracting the spectator.
Perhaps we are not concerned with
tetting the public really know what
a skilful and exciting game it can be.
Perhaps we have no real interest in
attracting the youngster who has
never heard of the game, Possibly
the modern player is concerned only
with how best he can win his own
game—then how best to win the
rext.

The fact that this is not much of
a spevtacle to watch is beside the
potat, the only aim being to win.

¥s this the reason why our own
registered members seem to have
little inclination to go to watch
someotie else play, be they the best
in the League or the best in the
country. Gone are the days when
the finals of the Liverpool Cloged
could fill the YMCA upper hall.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR .

Dear Sir,

With regards to 3-a-Side League
fixture, Lowlands away to Liverpocl
C.C., Friday, zist Deeember. - We
arrived st the Cricket Club . at
7-30 p.m. The clubhouse was in
darkmess. We walted until 8-25 pm.,
55 ménules and then gave it up ds a
bad job.

I had thought of 'phoning their
Secretary, but on “comsulting the
handbook- found only °° business’
nunibers.

Yours disheartened,
G. T. DxoxN,
Hon. Sec. Lowlands T.T.C.
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