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11 has been obvieus from the start of the season that very few
clubis wre complying with the swew Serviee Huleo To move to
higher tevels than League games, there must have been many who
;losfse?f noted the scant attention paid to the law at the Philharmonic
e cup by players who are internationally famous,
ary 18 - :
:Illltéta,lgé . It comes as no surprise, therefore, when one of our members i
writes to us on this subject. Something must be done, one f
ugh to way or the other, and our correspondent’s views are worthy of
itogﬁi the closest consideration by everyone. The League Secretary E
tells us that there is a plan afoot for responsible persons fo :
:’“&f;‘g visit League matches, and to correct TMPIRES, who are not :
les as penalising offending players.
gssp(i):‘l‘ﬁ We offer no opinion as to the necessity for the present
d  the rule. If any League members feel that it needs modification
:)fevffllé' they can always initiate u campaign through the official
re the channels.
ty, but / At the moment, however, tiie New Service is one of the Laws ;
c?;ttﬁg _ of the game, and therefore must be obeyed. The almost
retary, § complete non-observance at present is a disgrace to the League, :
Rule and to say that top-ranking players are also at fault is no excuse
¢ than at all.
¥ case i
180N, — May we particularly appea! to the leading plavers of the .

- the Teague to take a lead ir this important matter, as i
by example they can probably accomplish more than anyome to i
bring about a stricter observance of this controversial rule. ‘




From The Secretary’s Desk

By W. Stamp

A Peep Behind the Scenes

The 15th Merseyside Open iz now a
matter for the record books, but |
wonder how many players stop Lo con-
sider the amount of preparation wail
work involved for officials before,
Juring, and after any tournament.

The first step is the sanction of the
I''T.T.A. and fitting in the date to
avoid claghing with other tournaments
Halls have to be booked for the pre-
iiminaries, and, in the case of the
Philharmonic Hall, has 1o be done
eight to ten months beforehand., Entry
forms are sent out, aimd when retuined
the particulars entered and tabulated
rerdy for the draw, atter which the
competitors are given a time for their
Frst appearance al each session, which
is entered on their ticket and posfed
to them.,

The lighting has to be installed, the
tables transporfed and ecrected, and
tne green surround placed in position.
(The day after the championships con-

clvde ithe game thing happens in
ey erse,) We are ready to start, awd
the referess have to keep to  the

cvhedule already arranged or therc will
be chaos,

| suppose we are the only league who
transfers the final evenizs 1o a hall
scme four miles from the venue of the
preliminaries, but nobody. whe has
heen to the Philharmonie Hall, doubts
cnr wisdom in considering the comfort
of both competitors and spectators,
anr our ability to put it into effect.

THANK YOU

I wish to place on record my thanks
for the excellent work put in by he
following:—

Messrs. Harry Holland and Charles
Miles, who refereed, ably assisted by
Derek Holland at the table and
Margaret Lindner on the microphone;
Don Foulis ag M.C. at the Phil,, Sid
Jackson and his father for installing
the lighting {(which they have done in
every tournament for the past 25 years
—a truly wonderful record, unsurpassed
anywhere In the country).

George Williams as captain  of
umpires, and who helped at the Drill
Hall on the Sunday before and after
the tournament, paying particular
attention to the new Jaqueg surround.
Frank Moore and Fred Farrell each
gave a Bunday morning, as did Ken
Baldock, who was alzo responsible for
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the fransport and erection of the tables,;
and secing 1o the wall charts being
kepl up-to-dale—a most important item
often overlooked in many tournawments

Apnty made the notice hoard erected
outgide the Drill Hall, did a spot of
stgnwriting, and used his car to trans-
port cakes, magazines, plavers, officials
and Uncle Tom Cobley and ali; Jack
Hughes provided the musical pro-
gramme at the Phil.,, and together
with Des Loughrey provided transport
for plavers and officials.

The selling of League magazines and
hadges at hoth halls was in the capable
liands of Misses Tesley Glover, Jayee
Kinley, Phvllis Hornby, and Catherine
("Vtheroe, while Arthur Jones distri-
Taited 1,500 handhills in the Mossley
1 distriet.

OVERCAME NIGHTMARE

Timpires are very hécesszary in every
towmament, and there  were many
volunieers. but special mention mmnst
Fe made of Tda Mowley, Bervl Ward,
Filaen Mansell,  Mrs.  Womphrey,
Norman Huvton, Les Hgerton., Gerry
Gill, Alan Lawson. Jack Neill and
Maleolm Williamson, of Runcern.

Catering is something of a problem
these davz, buil it bhecomes a night-
mare when von are unaware of the
numhber and capacity of the customers.
Full marks, therefore, to Mrs. Stamp,
ably assisted by Mrs, Jack FHughes,
AMrs. Harry Holland, and Mrs. Coffer.
Prices were rveasomable, and there was
a4 nice surplue for the League.

Thank vou, ladies and gentlemen,
vou have the satisfaction of a job well

done  and  the knowledge that the
“Mersevside”  maintained the high
standard that has prevailed for 2o

many years.

T.ast, hut by no means least, thanks
to all our members who supported us
at the fiials. My request to “fill the
Phil.” was very nearly achieved. Can
we (o it when the Fngiand v, Treland
match 15 staged there on  Friday,
Fehruary 0th, 19517

Full particulars and pen pictures of
hoth teams will be published in our
next iasue, by which time the cards will
have heen sent to vour secretary for
him {o fill in wvour reouirements for
seats. T hope there will he a party
from EVERY club,

T
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PALACE OF
Leach Works At

“VARIETY”
His Sport-Living

By ERNEST EDWARDS (“Bee")

{t has been my fortune to sec inside
Buckingham Palace; it has been wmy
lot to watch B.B.C. producticns, such
as the “Palace of Varieties.”” It has
been my pleasure to creep in, creep
cut. and hear cryptic arguments con-
cerning ecrochets and gquavers at the
Phitharmonic Hall, and I have seen
the rich walls of the Concert Hall at
8t. George’s Hall, wherein Joe Davis
and Sidney Smith juggled with snooker
balls.

All this came to my meandering mind
when I watched the famous players
take to the table at the Philbharmonic
Hall—wonderful setting for really
wonderful players.

My mind cast back to 1896 when I
iried lo play this game at the Pitman
Restaurant, Birmingham, with Hannen
Ywaffer and others renowned in the
journalistic  world. And  having
suffered football professionalz for 50
vears, quaking, squealing their way
through their tasks, I marvelled at the
manner of these fable tennis men who
showed the essence of sportsmanship.

PICASSO PICTURE.

Johnny Leach, looking fit for a
Picasso picture of “An Athlete,” made
me marvel at his eye, his limhs—it is
vne of my vows that a women’s leg can
never be so atiractive as a perfectly-
iormed athelefe’'s leg-—his sense of
timing, cutting, spinning; never an
alibi, always the thorough gentleman,

Hiz French rival Ilaguenauer, was a
giant by comparison—long of limb, a
reach that carried him over and across
the table without efforl. Here was the
supreme contrast, which was not my
first view of them as a televigsion set
had bhrought them to myv Hive months
before, when thev battled in London

And how camc these men by this
security  of  touch, this finesse for
position, this slam, this cut and thrust?
1t ¢could only he by means of the thirst
for practice.

The #ruth is that Johnny ULeach
hends and beds down to his task. He
ia for all time the genius who is com-
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pelent, but must ever continue fo
practice his art. It did not surprise
me to find he is a daily trainee at the
football ground of Crystal Palace. 1T
would that he would put some of his
inherent skill into the footballer’s
make-up, Yor they have a habit of
knowing it all, sometimes before they
have served their apprentieceship.

In similar vein, yet 8o  vastly
different in physical attributes, is the
amazing Aubrey Simons, of ‘Bristol.
Here was a bespectacled, thickly-set,
not cumbersome, but flat-footed plaver
of eagle eye and commanding smash,
who at times rubbed his hand on the
iable ““to get the feel of it,” just as I
for a lifetime (finding myself stuck
for a word) rolled my fingers over the
keys of the typewriter. Idiosyn-
“crazy ' ?—vyes, mayvbe, but it “feels™
encouraging to the mind’s eye.

Simon the Cellarer we have sung
abont; Simon the Slasher has yet to
he framed in song,

HID VEXATION.

The famous French players grunted
their disapproval of their failing shots
—mnot so their Simons-Leach domina-
tors; they hid their vexation and kept
a tight hold on their innermost
thoughts when they faltered by some
chancey-stroke or some infamous lure
to “Have a Go” (and not get the
Coleahan reward).

So the night of gladness sped on and
near 2,000 young folk (plus we older
generation) looked on with marvelling
eyes that this game could be so
vcientifically revealed for us in a hall
that glistened with beauty of structure
while two players glistened with
aster-strokes, such as a Moira
Lvmpany wonld have revelled in at the
piano.

A great night for those who love to
see sport at highest rank, sportsman-
ship of like standard—and to all ny
old friends Bartv, whom I have known
since I first landed in Idverpool in
1003 ; Bill Stamp. the Rumjahns and
their kind. T beg to say “Thank you”
for ‘having me at the Philharmonic
Hall to see table tennis stride towards
1he pinnacle of success.,




First Division.

Balfour Lead By

. One Point
By G. Williams,

Balfour still lead Division 1, heing
«ne point ahead of Rafters and 15th

Croshy Scouts, and having a match in
liand.

Homecroft have suffered two defeats
since I last wrote, one against Bal-
four, after a very close match, and the
other to Birkenhead Y.M.CC.A. In the
jatter match thev were without Roy
Jones and Bob Fdwards. the former
heing engaged with Liverpool “RB™ team
againsl Chester.

This raises the old areument as to
whether a club should he allowed to
postpone a match when they have
players selected to represent the citv,
partienlarly  when plaving a match
whieh may have considerable hearing
upon the league championship.,

A= a parting gesture before joining
the R.ALKF.., Bernard Hand broke Peter
Rumiahn’s 100 per cent, record, and
thereby paved the way for 15th Croshv’s
f-4 win over Rafters. The followine
week. however, with Joe Watts alsn
miagine, Croshvy suffered their higeest
aaofeat for a lone time, being heaten 9-1
bv Rafters “A.”  Their onlv win was
recordad hv (G, Stanton. wha defeated
. Holland in three games.

FIRST VICTORY

African 0Qil seeured their first points
when thev heat Anfield, who forfeited
two sets owine to one of their plavers
ot tnrning up. The following weelk
Anfietd showed their fichting anirit hy
drawine with WRirkenhead Y. M.C.A
after heine 4-1 down at the half-wav
ztaos,  The main credit for thiz goes
tr Stan T.add who wnlaverd oxtremely
wall +n heat Ken Davenport in two
strairht sets,

Ralfanr heat their “A" team com-
fortablv. the only sneenss for the A7
taam heine obtained hv their reserve
»lavar. Norman TTuuton. wha heat
Dannia Caldwe!l and Fileen Mansel!
after .two hard-fought sets.

Outstanding feature of Qakhill’s draw
with Rafiers ““A’ was the persistent
nanner in which Ted Rumjahn faulted

»lavers for fonl servine, more parficn-

larly his own team. This is the spirit
needed to in<fil into »71 players that the
1les must be obeyed.

4.

Look!

Modern

Table Tennis
by JACK CARRINGTON

Trainer of the 1949 World
Champion, Johnny Leach.

This book contains all that the
aspiring championship playver wishes
tn know, e auathor, himself a
plaver of international repute, has set
nut simply and carefully, a complete
course of seientific table tennis in-
stroction. It will start the beginner
on the right lines anid the experi-
enced plaver will improve his game
fmmensely.  Fully 1llustrated with
dingrams and action photographs.

Price 6s. net.

Y:u can get this book from your
local bookshon  If it is nat in stock
give the title, author, price and
publisher to your bockseller, who will
i rhul 1o get a ¢ py Ior you,

G. Bell & Sons Lid. London

COACHING...

is the way to success

Tep RumiaHN

ENGLISH INTERNATIONAL

Regisered with ETTA.
will improve your play

Club or Private Lessons can be

arranged at

64, CHURCH ROAD,

ROBY

Telephone: HUYTON 226

oy
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Second Division..

AIGBURTH FACE
UPHILL BATTLE

Third Division
Vaughan and
Young Beaten

You probably notieed thai we were

By E. Cameron

" the only division (o show all teams with

By K. Baldock.

I mentioned my own sleepless nights
last mouth, bot I think Alrs, Sturgeon,
of Aigburth, is having her share, It

appears that the loss of players has
severely cut into a good average team

and that their last year positions of
fifth will be doubled L the season’s
and.

To lose the first eight matches and
¢nly obtain ten sets from all of them,
is too much to pull up in the second
half of the season. However, if T
know Alghurth, they will noi he down-
hearted, but still play for the love of
the game. S0 far thev have called
on tenr plavers, with only two ever-
presents, and their best performance—
F7—was at Oakhill a forfnight age.

Though it scems obvicus that this
vear’z Recond Division is too strong for
them, no doubt a contlributory reason
is having to make a change in the
feam every week, together with the
lack of serions practice.

TEAM OF FUTURE

Bootle Y.M.C.A., the team of the
future. have a record which would be
nseful to the pools fan if they were a
foothall team. It consists of four
wins from teams lower in the division,
two draws with teams level with them,
and two defeats by teams above them.
This consistency is no doubt due to
only six players having been called
tipon s0 far, with three of them being
regulars.  Of these three. Harris and
Cadwallader. are likely to bhec repre-
:enting Tiverpool next vear if they pro-
gress as thev have heen doing.  This
Ronfle team reminds me of Wallagev
Taniors a few vears ago. with Pierce,
Blwards, and B. Jones.

Just ana point, Bootle. Tt has been
noticed  that, althongh a curfain
separates the tahles, the hahit of
plavers practising on the other tables
durine & match is verv distracting te
vour visifors. No donbt vou are used
w the bhackgronnd noise, but vonr
visitors are not.

A,

al feast one paint in the league tahles
published in the Iast iszue. This ap-
peared to indicale an evenly matched
Jivigion. bt since then we lave had a
slowly widening gap as the clubz -e-
=0lve themselves into two main groups.

The botium group of feur do net seem
tn he uble to muke any headway but the
SeAS0N Is voung vetl and as a consolation
to the tearus invalved it will be recalled
that neither of the two bottom eluba in
aur d:visien at Christimas last vear.
ware pegged down to their unenviable
positions at the scason’s end.

At the other end of the scale the wp
teamn remained throughout. It is doubt-
ful. howevar, if onr clubs will agree to
Bohemians emnlating lagt season's
championship. hnt then again it s
doubtful if many of us will he able to
do much about it,

CUP LUCK.

We had a spof more Tuck in the Read-
man Cup. with {three byes, and we con-
fidently expect five representatives 1o
zo info the hal with the hig names,
Unfortunately, Wallusey and Livex
mel. thus eliminating one of our stars.

This month’s team for introduction is
ny own., Victoria Park. Originally a
chnreh club., wo suffered a somewhat
nnnsual and decidedly ealamitons re-
verse  of forfunes two =eason’s ago,
when the church was =0ld and we were
deprived of our headguarters.

However, Dame Fortune did not
frown on us for long and we soon
acguired onr present comfortable rooms.

Of the vnlayers, aggressive Albert
Perks. ex Holme Hew, and two former
AT M, stars. solid Stan Harvev and
adantable Alan Cowin. are the real
har-hone of the team. T am one but
madestv forbids  =aving more (what
more iz there in =av®. My brother
Dan, i= the other and in spite of every-
thing onr committee have allowed us
ta play (war vears apart) continuounsly
since since 1934 (Editors note - These
fwa are the committee) we are hoth
proud and amazed at that.

Bouauet of the manth is awarded to
Virtaria Park’s No. 2. for bresking
Hovlake’s TI. 1. Vaughan's 100%
leagne record. and to J. Monevpenny,
of Palfour. who smashed the record of
the Bohemians” Don Young,




Fourth Division.
Leaders Come

And Go

By J. Griffiths.

So keen is the fight in Division 4
that in three successive wecks we have
had three different leaders—Balfour
“B,” who lost 64 at Dunlop and
handed over to Cheshire Lines, who,
.n turn, gave way to 8t. Michael’s when
the latter defeated them, and followed
it up by trouncing Aigburth A by
10-0.

Edwardions and Aigburth A on
the other hand, are still looking for
their first point.

RECORD GOES

Only swo players in the division can
now claim 100 per cent, records—Go
Gowey (8t. Michael’s) with twelve wins
and F. Davies (Dunlop) with ten.
When J. Seddlon {Waterloo Dock) was
tooten in  hiz  second sel  against
Cheshire Lines it was the first time in
three geasons he had lost hoth sets in
tne mateh.

The 1match of the month was
erpacted to bhe the meeting of BSt.
Vitchael’s and Cheshire lLines, but the
Kuilwaymen had a bad match and went
down 8-2, the only set of this mateh
that went to three games being that
between fifteen-vears-old D. Righy, of

8t, Michael’s, and J. Grayson, of
CL.C. Righy, who seemed mnervous
at the gstart and lost his first game
£1 10. gained confidence to win 21-14,
o1-17.

Algburth “A” and Holme ey met
with hoth looking for their first points
and it seemaed as though they might
sl are the points when the last pair
went to the table with the score 5-4 in
Holme Tey's favour., Though 8.
Argelis, of Aigburth, fought hard the
more experienced Jack Dickinson won
in two straisht tn give Hnolme Hey
thieir first win.

Tort Sunlicht O0.B. gained a good
£-4 victorv over Waterloo Dock, when
AT Simpson. their No. 1, playing
extremely well, defeated Seddon and
L. Burrows.

T expected beiter things of Dunlop
when the season began, but they went
down at home to Kingsway 6-4, the
undefeated E. Davies, having no
difficulty in beating Kingswav’s 8. T,
Railton and M. Williams,

6.

“5ING, CHOIRS OF ANGELS-"

With acknowledgements to “Nuts”
Magazine of T. Bibby & Sons, Ltd.

PAPER SET-BACK

Three month after its birth, the
Tahle Tennis Digest has had a set-
back, and it is with great regret that
we have to announce that, owing to
the present shortage of newsprint, we
have been compelled to reduce our
size by four pages.

This is a matter over which neither
we nor our printers have any control
and we only agreed to it on learning that
the position iz nation-wide. We,
therefore, ask our readers’ forbear-
ance, at the =ame time assuring them
that the moment the position improves
the Digest will he restored to its
proper site, and, if possible, will be
made even higeer.

Meantime may we take this oppor-
tunity, on hehalf of the Management
Committee of the League, the Edilorial
Board, and all our contributors, of
wishing vou all a very

HAPPY CHRISTMAS

and a
PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR,
full of inferesting and hard league and
cup matches.
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Lancashire League Notes.
Chester Next Cup
Opponents

Ey F. d.’ Farrell,

Liverpocl  had  litile  diificalty in
entering the third round of the Willmot
Cup, heating Preston in the second
rond withow 1 conceding a =et.

We are now drawn to meel Chesier
at Chester, and it should be a much
casier task than that which Liverpoo!
lafies” face in the third round of the
Rose Bowl, namely Manchester Ladies’
Mo Monchoster.

Oy “B7 tean had a hard fight in
Hudr feague mateh with Chester, but
ther only jusi missed gaining the full
verdiet by the narrowest of margins.

With ihe seore standing at 54 in
Liverpool's favour., Nerman Jonea, of
Balfn. faced W, Devine, snd the
latter’s e exwverience gained him the
sot at 21-19. in the third game.

Tt was, howsver. only one of the
several zete which Chester won by the
add point i the third.

TMMere  are  the  Laneashire
resulis —

Liverpool “A’" 4, Manchester “A 6,
Chogter 5. Liverpool “B” 5.

Forthcoming Lieague matches are -

Jan, 5—TLiverpool '3 v, 8t. Helens
al Wakefiel l.
Jant 12- Lipool A” v, Macelesfield,

Keep Up-to-Date

“Table Tenniz YHgest™ provides von
with all the local news and the national
events and topica can be fonund in
“Table Tennis”, the- official organ of
the ET.T.A., or in “Table Tenniz Re-
view”, which isx puhlished by Arthur
Waite, of Manchester,

Mr. Ken Baldock is responaihle for
the distribution of these {wn marazines
in his capacity of magnzine secretary.
arwd he informs  nus that sales have not
vot oreacherd last vear's level and ihat
he has several copies on his hands
which mayv bhe a loss to the League if
thev are not snld,

The subzeriptions arve 5/- for ““Table
Tenniz”™  for  nine monthly  copies
(Raplember 0 \lrn' and 5/5 for “Table
Tennie  Review™  (five  hi-maonthly
isziesy, hoth post free,

Rend a postal order to Mr. Baldock.
104 Manor Road. Wallasev, and von
will recelve back numbers and he agsnr-
nd of fninre copies,

Teaene

Pen Personalities

MR. W. GALE.

There must bhe a great «deal of satis.
faction aid pride in aiding the birth
of 1 new venture and helping to nurture
it through its infaney and

reaches its full

and Jfosler
adolescence, unfil it
Dluom,

In his quicter tumnents of refection,
some =uch salizfaction and pride must

come to v, Walter Gale, as he looks
Taek nn his conmeciion with the league.

11is club. Domestic Mission, was one
of the six elubs with which Mr. Les
Lorrest, foanded the league and they
are now the only one left of that orig-
ival six.  As thelr secretary then, az
he is now, Mr, Gale was naturally ©
ay i Ustart” ol in his quiet bat
efficiend way. did much to guide the
Teamua theongh its fivst  troublesome
veara, T'nfil last geason. he had been
2 member of the Managemoent Com-
imittes, where his commsels have always
heen valued,

Amd it has not ouly in the counecil
chambers that his  worth has been
valuel. He has been, and still is no
mean  performer on the table, for
Nomestie Mission look upon him as a
niore-than-nseful No, 3.

MRS. E. BAIRD

Mrz, Paird iz the secretary of the
Burrnwdale Clab, whieh she formed in
1945  [rom ex-members of Leasowe
Brad First-Atld Pox!, and the fact that
never in 287 matches has the club
failed Lo furn out a complete team is
evidence nf her efficieney and keenness.

Althoveh  claiming no  spectacular
rlaving  {rinmphs, she was a  semi-
finalist in the 1947 Regional Singles and
@ vear 'ater won the Women's Singles
in the Wallasev (Homecroft) Tourna-
ment,  Her encouragenient and advice
fo voung members of many Wirral
clubz, and her facility for cefting every
aunee of eajovment oul of a game, have
made her deservedly popular.

Mr<. Baird worthilv represents that
oreat mass of plavers who unohtrugively
do =n much to furthier the interests of
emr came  hy  theoir example and
entlhinaigsm. Thev are the backhone
of pvery leagne,



LEAGUE TABLES

Up to December 2nd, 1950

First Division

P.W.L D F.
Balfour Inst 7 5 0 248
Rafters ......... .8 5 2 146
15th Croshy ......... 8 4 1 340
Homecroft .......... 8 4 2 240
Bhead YM.C.A.... 8 3 2 346
Rafters “A” ... 8 3 2 346
Balfour “A” ... 8 1 3 435
Qakhill ............... 8 2 4 2233
Anfield ............... 8 0 6 228
African Qil ......... T 1 6 019
Second Division
Bibhy's ...l 8 7 1 052
Homecroft ““A” ... 7 5 1 1 51
Acacia ............... 8 4 2 248
Bootle YM.C.A.... 8 4 2 2 44
B'head Y.M. “A” 7 3 1 3 40
Anfield “A” ... 8 3 3 242
LCI. ..o 8 3 4 1239
: Oakhill “A™ ... 8 3 5 0235
DO LPAS, 8 1 6 129
: Aighburth ............ 8 0 8 010
Third Division
Bohemiana ......... 6 6 0 045
; Hoylake YM.CA. 6 5 1 0 44
: Wall, Y.M, Jrs....6 4 1 1 44
Livex ... 6 3 1 239
Oakhill “B” ..., 6 3 3 027
Vietoria Park .... 6 3 3 0 27
' Domestic Mission.. 6 1 3 2 19
i Westheld ............ 6 1 5 021
! Rafters “B” ... 6 0 4 216
Wavertree C.C..... 6 0 5 118
Fourth Division
St. Michael’'s ......6 5 0 149
Kingsway ............ 6 5 0 143
Balfor “B*" ......... 6 5 1 044
CLC ... 6 5 1 035
Dunlep ..oooooeeee... 6 4 2 033
P, Sunlight O.B..6 3 3 0 29
Waterlook Dock... 6 1 5 020
Holme Hev ......... 6 1 5 018
FEdwardians ........ 6 0 6 017
Ajgbnrth “A” 6 0 6 012
SOUTH.—First Division
Lneem ............... 6 6 0 054
Wav. C.C. “A” ... 6 6 0 052
I’pool YM.CA..6 4 2 040
Elm Hall Drive... 6 4 2 0 35
Afehurth M, .....6 4 2 034
Victoria Park “A” 6 3 3 0 32
Tech, Studs ... 6 1 5 021
CI.C. “A” ... 6 1 b 019
Mossley Hill ...... 6 1 5 ¢ 9
Aigburth “B” ... 6 ¢ 6 0 4

—

DN ON

WOMEN—First Division

PoW.OIL B KA
Iallor Tnst. ........ 8 8 0 067 13
Hafters ............... 8 7T 1 06515
Bibby’s ... ..... 8 5 2 14634
Homeeroft ... 8 5 2 146 34
Alghurth ... 8 5 3 047 33
Bootle LD, ... 8 3 4 13248
CL.C, ... 8 2 5 12951
Oakhill ........cone 8 2 6 03050
Anfield ... 8 1 7 02258
Wav, C.C. ... 8 0 8 016 64

Second Division
Aghurth A" ..., 8 6 2 06416
Littlewoods ......... 7 6 1 048 22
Rafters A7 ... 6 5 0 14317
Domestic M ......... § 5 2 15525
AMossley Hill ... 8§ 4 4 043 37
Osterley L 6 2 3 128 32
2t, Josephs ......... 7 2 4 12347
Littlewands A .7 2 5 0 23 47
I.CT. ... T T 1 6 02149
P. Suniight ......... 8 0 6 212 68
EAST—First Division
Balforr “C .. 6 6 0 05010
Bohemians “A™ ... 6 5 1 042 18
Taxes .o, 6 3 1 233827
Anfield “B ......... 6 & 2 13822
Osterley ... 6 3 2 13426
African “A” .........6 3 3 029 31
Cadwa ......... .6 2 3 12832
St. Barts ... .6 2 3 182733
Waortfield 6 0 &6 012 48
St. Aloysivs o 6 0 & 0 T75hH3
Second Division
Balfour “D" ... .. 6 6 0 04317
Bohemians “B” ... 6 5 ¢ 14119
Fast Wav. ....... ..6 4 1 13723
Robx Y. C, ............ 6 4 2 03624
NABUK. ......... 6 4 2 0 3128
RAFA (L/Py..6 1 4 12733
RBohemians “C*" .6 1 4 124 36
Osterlavy A7 . 6 1 h 02238
Oakhill “C™ ... 6 1 5 02040
HRdwardian: “A”... 6 1 5§ 019 41
SOQUTH-—Second Division

Tivex “A™ ... 6 5 0 151 9
Taeem ““A” ... 6 5 0 146 14
Cadwa ““A"7 ... 6 5 1 040 20
T'pool YAT. “A”..6 4 2 03525
Dunlop “A™ ... 6 3 3 03327
Wav, O.C.“B” ., 6 2 3 129 31
St. Michaels “A” 6 2 3 1 27 33
Deaf Inst. ............ 6 2 4 02634
Aigburth “C” ... 6 0 6 0 852
CT.C. “B” ......... 6 0 6 0 hH5b
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LEAGUE TABLES Third Round
Up ie December 2nd, 1950
Cup Draws
) WEST—.First Division
L1 PowW.oT. 1 FOALD,
5}2 . Thorndale ... 6 &6 0 1‘ 38 22 11 The draws for the third rounds of
0 F B € 8 05 1810 Randmon and Hyde Cun, o b
11 S, Joseph’s L 6 2 2 23426 6 peaved during the week beginning Jan ,
10 Victory soc. 6 3 3 02832 6 1. areas s —
T Cliremont 6 2 3 13129 5 Lot are as follows i
5 Bhead Coop. ..o 6 203 129 31 5 READMAN CUP. !
4 i Blhead YAL Js. 6 1 35 226 34 4 :
2 Wall Motors .. 6 1 4 12040 3 lath St., v. African Qil i
0 Creep Inn ... 6 0 6 01644 0 1.C. 1. v. Bootle Y.M.C.A. !
Hoylake Y.M.C.A. v. RAF. WK, :
Second Division Raftrers v. Rafters ““A”
12 COsen 6 5 0 1491111 Victoria Park v, Aigburth
12 SL Peler's .. 54 0 13713 9 st Michaels v. Bibbys
11 l Burrawiale ..., 6 4 1 14119 9 l[omeorof.t v. Qakhill “A
11 © Hoviske YL VAT 6 4 1 13525 9 [.P.AK, v. Bohemians &
8 ¢ Clwwent “17 .6 3 3 03426 6 Bhead V.ALC.A. v. Oakhill
5 & Jozeph's “AV 6 2 3 12535 5 -'{ﬂg!e%'; };-xlﬁ‘dlfqur
{ ‘b qn = Anfield “A" v, Lucemn
A LGV R S S S -2 Oakhill “B” v. Bhd Y.M.C.A.~A”
2 SSONL and Pani 6 15 019 4y 8 Balfour “A” v. Wallasey Jors. ;
o ) Vornnns 6 0 6 0 95 u Crochy v. Elm Hall/Wat. Dock.
P T Nunlep v. Homecreit A ‘
Third Division Bohs A7 Thorndale v. Acacia '
12 Thorndale “A” .6 4 0 24119 10 %
10 Port suandight ... 6 5 1 03921 .0 HYDE CUP i
8 Cosen AT L & 4 1 14218 Y . U j
7 Burrowdale A" 6 4 2 043 17 8§ Claremont v. Anfield “B. j
7 Thingwall ......... 6 3 1 23921 & Toorndale v. Thingwall. :
6 Wall Motors “B” 6 3 3 03327 6 1ueem A7 v Bt Josephs. ;
5 Crogp Fnn “BY.. 6 2 3 12040 5 [rst Wavortree v, Roby Y.C. i
5 Burrowdale B0 6 0 4 22040 2 St Peters v. Lucem. 1. i
0 Marew ont .6 1 5 015 45 2 DIlfour” ("’ v. Hovlake Y M.C.A. A, ;
0 Cosea “R7 6 6 6 0 85 0 Csterley v. African O1l A" =

AT (\\ K. v. Bootle Y.M.C.A, A
Fourth Divisieon Alghurth R Westfield “A.”
Film Hall T)rue v, Bronze Sports.

g g %g 6“ Kirhr) 6 6 0 088 212 ¢ 4} Streot v, Wallase_v Jrs, A" i
Ao (Bhead) 605 1036 24 10y 4or0; Park v, Cosco o

9 H V.M. 0 A5 4 1 0314 8 o ) PR . i
3 2 Waterloo NDeck “A” v. English Elec. k
Prenton Aleths. 6 3 L 23129 8 < ilton M. v. T k

8 Thomdals “B "6 3 8 13327 7 tiamilton 3. v. Tages. . f
YWavertree C.C. ““A” v, Burlington. I

g ,\\";H'ﬂ T?qB'“-';_';;;“' g ? g’ ; gg gg 2 Thorndale “A” v. Bohemians A" 1
2 TW.CUAL L L6 1 4 120480 3 B
2 P Snnlight “A™.0 5 ¢ 4 11535 1 i
2 Thingwall “A™ 6 0 6 01050 0 i
YOUTH l

NORTH P.W.L. D. F. A. P. ‘

11 Murlinglon ... 5 5 0 0371310 %Bhead B.C. ..., 7 6 1 0511912 4
11 Bootle YAT, A 6 5 1 0402010 "“head B TA” 8 5 2 15327 11 i
10 Tinaera ... h 4 1 03317 8 Hoy]akeﬁ YMCA 6 5 1 04416 10
e Erne., Elee, . 6 3 3 035235 6 Ashville ............. 8 5 3 0522810 ‘
6 Bath Sireet ... 6 3 3 03030 6 St Annes ... 7 4 3 03337 8§ i
5 Hamilton Mission 6 3 3 03030 6 Tleswsll N8, ... 7 2 3 23634 6 ii
5 Waterlono Park ... 58 2 2 124 26 5 Wondchureh ........ 7T 3 4 03634 6 i}
4 Waterloo Dk, “A” 6 1 5 017 43 2 Greashy ... 7 2 4 13040 5 |
0 Rrenka ............... 5 0 4 11535 1 Shaftesbury ......... 8 2 6 02258 4 s
0 Rafters (" ... 4 0 4 0 931 0 (‘\nnv./lefh ...... 7T 07T 0 367 0 j
9 i
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Quantity But

Not Quality

By J. H. C. Hughes

women, heaven help
withoot  oar woinen
s an al=o raiy d-
i conceined
lonk ul the

o Fless e
the men. for
Liverposl tahle teonis
far a3z playving prestige
H ovou do uat belicve that,
racord,

Pro-war soveral plavers seleciod for
internationals; winners of rmany open
toirnamerits,  ineludine the  Morser-
=tde; runners-up, aud shonld have been
winners, of the Wilmot! Cup.

“ Post-wii-—one  international, Reounie
umjahn (and be is really a produoet
of pre-war dayvs), plus one jnnior inter-
natlicnal, Bl Plerce. No  premier
open tournameni snecesses, though the
veteran Boh Roberts kepl {the fiag {lv-
ine in an open Cheshire.  As [or the
Wilinott Cup, the hest thing thot can
he =aid = that onr expenses have lwmm
very light.

We have starled ihis season by heing
we!l haaten by Tolton. and we furned
cut one of our strongest feams.  This
wownld have heen a sensation pre-war
hut tfo-dav  is lrealed as a norual
Fappenine, and T do not ece mmch hope
for anvthing better in the near future,
thoueh T very much hope 1T am wrong

HGPES NOT HIGH

How is it then that with our quantity
of wlavers so high, our quality iz so
low?  Rome people hlame the war ane
continued  conseription: others =ay
wait till the result of the coaching
seheme has a chanee to show itself
but my hopes are not hich, for, thongh
our jnniors are eguwipped with many
sirokes, they tack a =olid fonndation,
namely the ahility to play the short
hall.

Tt ia this inahilitv to play the hali-
volley push stroke that j= the tronble.
Sten Proffit quite rightly refereed tn
thi= in biz artiele in the National
Macazine last season. and it is nnt for
nothing that Jaek Carrington, in his
ook “ Aadern Table Tennis” takes it
firat, for without it all the forehand
drives, bhackhand flicks. and chop
defences will pet nowhere.,

Now the last thing T want is an
army of pushers, but T am certain that
unlesz our vounger players learn how
to pnsh, then their hattery of attack-
ing shots will not get them very far.

There does not appear to he a willinge-
ness either to work hard at the game

b dearn feemn cothers with experience
Or o Uae tinedr own brains,  Tacties
Al : S never seem to enler their

Bev o jnst o wooonoand pilay the
apie againesl AT ax against U4

CHOP, CHCP, CHOP

fiv they ever nge the knock-up lo
dud et samething of their opponent’s
strengta amd weaklessesr No, thev
Justouse i te show off their own par-
Pewar ~feong points, When formed
an e ol fenstve they just chop, chnp
i, aond never think of slipping in a
ow tepenin relurn. thus cansine their
conoanents 1o overhit,
dizturbing

The mo-t feature to me,

Liowovoer, is ﬂw anwiliineness to learn
uroeven 1o listen 1o adlvice. Two
vrannlos enme roadilv to oy mind,
i sm told thai one promising junior
e eoaching elns: bocanse he  didd
atocvari e enach to intevfere with

fis oot Sbar—he knew #oall al sixieen
viekes of e

T secon: Pexamule is a plaver, who,
neioa Junior, had vears of table
vofront of Inm_ Ll his back-
nyoboth fnoatiack and defence.
very waeal, When T suggested
omie coneentrated  pructice on his
weaknoesz, he renlied that he waz too
Pl of hig forehand fo give time up to
hiv hackhand.

1
Tenmts
B

A

To eonchide. Jet me ask oor young
playvers to put awav all their atfack-
ine shiots for a shaort time and practice

using the sherlt half-velley, so that
ilev mayv have a 2onmnd foundation on
which tn hnilt their other sirnkes. If

{they will do this their more attractive
anid spoctacalar shots will hring greater
reward, spd  the renaissance of 1he
mep’s eame in Liverponl  will have
Twen started.

ADVERTISEMENT RATES

The Table Tonnis Digest will aceept
«mall elasgified advertizements at the

[elowing  vates: -— 3d.  per word,

minimnim 18 words, per jzsue.
WANTED

SECONDITAND Tabhle Tenniz Table,

annd condition. Approximatelv £10.—
Rine Simonawood 2402 hetween 9 and
5 any weokday,
FOR SALE
1040 HOUGHTON Tahle Tennis Table,
in gnod condition. Price about £12 —
Ring Ainsdale 7578 evenings.

10.
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Women’s Divisions,

Anfield Break Their

Iurnteyv for the first round of the Rose

Judging from the nlay in the pre
Lminary rounds of the “Open,” the
standard of the average player is
definitely improving. One or two of
the lesser<-known plavers were almost
responsible for the surprice wf the
taurnament and a hegdline for tha
magazine !

This improvement is also obvious
fromn match score cards. Althoueh
cne or twn clubs and several plavers
are still chasing the elusive victory,
each week they are showing bhetter
results- many of the events going tn
ihree close games.

Well plaved Anfield, who scored their
first ‘victorv against Wawvertree C.C,
Reryl Ward. Nan Tamb. and M. Cross
each won two sets. and N, Patterson
and T. Stokes onlv just lost to Pauline
Fitzpatrick and J. McCwue in the third
game in each eragse.  Both these cluhs
ara typical examples of what T have
been trving to illnstrate. and they are
ohviously bencfiting from playing
arainst stronger opposition 1n the First
Nivision

I.CI. had their first vietory against
Port Sunlicht in November, therefore
all teams in the Second Division have
seored points,  Although Port Sunlight
have vet to win a mateh they have
two points 1o their cradit. having drawn
in two matches.

Littlewoods  still  lead the Second
Tivision, having only lost one match,
to Rafters A ™ whn come a close
epennd with a matceh in hand, havine
onlv dropped one point in a drawn
rame againet Domestic Mission. The
Visgion and Aigburth ara “hat’’ on
“he leaders® tail. so there are likelv to
he some keen matches. for all have their
rve on promotion to the First Division
nert =easom.

Well done, Tta Howlev (Balfour).
who won a local Civil Service (N.H.
aeetionY  tournament. Bervl Ward
{Anfield) was runner-up.  Bath plavers
show great promire,

Congratnlations to Andrees Jones, who
won the “ Evening Chronicle * Tourna-
ment on December 4th, defeating Jean
Titterington (Manchester) jn the final.

ROSE BOWL SUCCESS

Liverpool Ladies., represented by
Tileen Mansell, Bluev and Pinky May,
broke new ground when they went to

By Margaret Lindner

Duck

Bowl Competition on November 18th,
winning every event and conceding only
WO games, Their success was cele-
brated on the way home in true Lanca-
shire fashion., with a feed of  fizh
and chips ™

The first league match was against
sur Blackpoo! friends on December 1
at the Bohemians’ pailion. Ii was a
good mateh, resulting in ae 6-4 win for
Liverpool. Kay PBenszson played well
to win all lher singles, particularly
after being 4-10 down to Eileen in the
lhird game. Doreenr Ward was the
othar winner for Blackpool. Liver-
nonl scorers were Eileen Mansell (2).
Pinky May (1), Andree Jones (2},
Fileen and Pinky winning the doubles
against Kay and Marvgaret Booth,

Saturday, December 9th, was a busy
Aay for Liverpaol Ladies, for they had
to travel 1o Crewe, for a Lancashire
T.eacue match and a second round tie
in the Rose Bowl

The league match was won bv nine
setg to one, our loss being in the
doubles,

In the Rose Bowl game, before
Pinky ard Bluev won the doubles 24-22,
23-25. 21.18 which, with four wins in
the singles. put us into the third round
nf the eompetition,

Bartholomew & Stamp
Cup Draws

The draw for the first round of the
Fartholomew and Stamp Cups, to be
pinyved during the week beginning Jan.,
's1, are as follows —

BARTHOLOMEW CUP.
Osterlev v. L.C.1.
Aigburth v. Wav. C.C.
Oakhill v. Bootle C.D.
Ralfour v. Littlewoods.
Twelve Byes.

STAMP CUP.

Woodchurch v, Shafteshury.
Hoylake Y.M.C.A. v. Ashville
Six Byes

1I1.
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West Region.

Wallasey Motors’

"La(ly Luck has so far been unkind
te Creep lun, Vernons, Cosco " B’ and
Thingwall ““ A" this season, but they
will all be out to gain points from
the final games of the year, and I think
that with the exception of Thingwall
who have to wvisit the all-conquering
R.AF., West Kirby, cach has a reason-
able chance of snatching at least a
point.

Of the four | have so far sgeen
Vernons and Cosco " B,)”" and 1 must
zay that if they haven't been able to
comumand suceess, at least they have
done their best to deserve it

Ouly in a slightly better position
are Wallasey Motors, Port Sunlight
A7 and Y WpC. AL, but the first-
named, in view of the recent additions
Lo their strength, should hegin piling
up the points before long.  The two
Fourth Division teams, after a shaky
statrl, are now settling down well in
their first acason.

CLOSE FIGHT

Port RBunlight ““ A" in particular,
Iad an  extremely close fight with
Thorndale B recently. They lost
4-6, hut as E, Phillips scored 22-24
19.21 against J. O’Dwyer and 20-22,
16-21 against M. Tolton and P. W.
Haselgrave only just lest 21-13, 16-21,
168-21 to H. MePBride, it was a near
thing, = -~ .

D. Whalley, W. Evans, and W. Jones
might be considered the oulstanding
-members of the Y.W.C.A. side, but
the drawn game against Wallasey
Juniors ““ B was very much a team
affort. All five players won ocne set
each and showed the wvalue of gteadi-
uess from No, 1 to No. 5.

Another drawn game—Thingwall v
("osco " A”—was notable for some
high-scoring games. W. A. Blundell
heat W. 8. Jacksen 18-21, 21-17, 29-27,
hut this was offset by a win for Cosco
“A" by J. Turner over £, Gaunt 21-15.
18-21, 30-28!  Although K. Peters and
Blundell won their four sets for Thing-
wall, R. Heollingworth, Turner, and
P, R. Sprigings forced a draw hy
dropping only one set between them.

With the inclusion of C, Nicoll in
the team, Burrowdale “A” have become
a4 formidable side. Recently they took
maximnm sets from Claremont “B”

By N. H. Holland.
New Strength

and Creep Inn “B 7 in suecessive
weelis, In the first match Miss BE.
Koan, €. Nicoll, and V. Popham (the
fasl-named deputising for W. E.
Qavage; won their six sets two straight.
while J. E. Baird and W. D. V. Jones
(fatlier of Andree) added four more
for the loss of only two games.  Clare-
mont “B’s’ best performances were
by . Bush, L. T. Whiteway, and T,
Wrylde.

FLOOR PROBLEM

Claremont, ** A beat Creep Inn “A”
82, but the visitors found great
Jdifficulty in maintaining a foothold
during the play. Thiz problem of
~lippery floors is one facing several
ciubs, ‘although often no solution is
possible as control of the room resis
m other hands, As a rule all that
can he asked is ihat clubs should do
everything within rcason to alleviate
the trouble and so decrease risk.

et winners for Claremont A"
wore i, Rray (2), L. Bithel (2), H.
feard (2), D. Thomas, and . Wright,
while K. Prowse and A. DButcher
veplied for Creep Inn A 1o three
of the sets however, R. Wood, K. Jones
and J. Wood were only beaten narrowly
after tense strugeles.

I suppose more controversy has
arisen over the service rule than any
sther in the F.T.T.A. handbook. T
Irear that in a few instances it has
oiven rize to dispules in the Region.
Whatever one's individual views on
the rule may be, oute thing iz plain
Plavers, who -observe 'the rule and
expect their opponents to make a
genuine  attempt to do likewise, are
clearly in the right and any hint that
they  are unsporting is obviously
sidieulous.  On the whole, T have
found plavers are approaching this
matter with toleration and common-
genge, and I feel kure that if the
reasomahle altitude of the majority can
be adopted throughout the Region there
need bhe no oceasion for disputes over
the rule.

Up to the point of writing only three
plavers have played in every match
without defeat. They are E. Smith
(Dronze Sports), A, McColl (R.AF.,
West Kirby), and R. Cox (Wallasey
Juniors “B’). T wonder who will be
the last survivor in the “ever-present,
never-heaten” struggle.

12,
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East Region.

By V. Jenkinson.

Balfour Retain Their Record

Three months have elapsed sinece the
seasont  began and 1 have been
impressed with all [ have seen. The
slandard of table fennis in the Region
is good, but it will be seen to better
advantage when the Regional Tourna-
ment iakes place on Sunday, January
21st. This has been made possible
through the co-operation of Cadwa, who
have given us the use of their hall.

Balfour “C”" are going great guns in
the first division, Not only are they
unheaten, but they are piling up a use-
fnl =6t average. An interesting point
is that B. Townsend, J. Dickenson, and
A. T. Jones, at the time of writing,
twold 10C per cent. records.

Probably their finest win so far was
over DBohemians A, until  then
undefeated. It was a great game in
which eight of the sets went to three
games. and Balfour’s 7-3 victory
definitely  established them in the
leaderahip of the division,

TOUCH AND GO.

Previously Behemians had nearly
had their wings clipped hy Cadwa.
With Cadwa leading 4-3 yvou could have
heard a pin drop when May Alcock,
playing with grim  determination,
levelled the scores.  Even then it was
touch-and-go for the Bohs., for Alan
Richards=on almost threw his set away
hy careless servine.  Time and again
thex either strmick the front edge of the
table or gvershot the other end, Joe
Aleock clinched the match at 6-4 with
= harrage of forehand and hackhand
drives, )

The fact thal Osterley were enter-
iaining St. Bart’s was a good evcuse
to drop in en the Tuebrook side, and,
belisve me, it was an evening well
spenl.  Not only did T see good table
tennis. bul T also =saw the perfeci
sxample of hosnitality.  TIn beating St
Bart’s 7-3 Osterlev geot their first win
of the geason. Jack Carridge was in
greal form—his record makes him a
candidate for the regional team—and
the ageressiveness of Stan Baih and
close table tactics of Wilf Hawitt
eginest them  two  vietories,  Frank
Harthman added the odd.

Tn the 8t. Bart's side T was imprezsed
he Johnny Gerrard dnd Ken Cantrill,
Loth of witom have made greal improve-
ment since lagt searon.  Gerrard might
have heen playing from the hook, his
shotz were g0 well calenlated.

Eddie Jane and Harry Jdames did
well, and [ understand that Johnny
Backhiouse was playing with a strained
arm. Indeed, never during the game
did he seem comfortable,

MEMORIES

Apparently even poker-faced Fred
was unable to prevent himself show-
ing this pleasure at his success, as he
receives the Montagu Burton Cup from
Mr, . H. Bartholomew, watched by
Don.

All three appear to be wearing well,
for they have changed little with the
passage of years.

This picture may recall memories of
a tough fivesgame set to Don Foulis
and Fred Bamford, when the Ilatter
won the League Championship in 1935,

CRAZY DEFINITIONS

Perr Holder.—Bill Stamp before the
league hought a typewriter.

Love AllL—A religions ferm.
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South Region.

READY

The mosgt interesting feature 1his
month is undoubledly the South
Region Tournament for which arrange-
ments are now complete.

Don Brown, Regilonal Secretary, tells
e it is 1o be played at Cheghire Lines
Club on January 15, 16, and 17. Billy
liddell and Eddy Spicer, the Liverpool

. footballers, will prescutl the trophies,

The events will include ladies’ and
men’s singles, ladies” and men’s doubles
and mixed doubles. Tt is hoped there
will he a record entry, and intending
competitors are asked to wuole that
entries must be in hy January 3.

As the South Region are in need of
funds, an emmpu lng person has sng-
gested that a “‘slop wateh™ competition
shonld be run—the prize to he a 20
guinea wateh!  South Regiomers will
he informed of the details in due course.

SECRETARIAL HEADACHE

One of the major headaches of a
Regional Secretary iz picking a team
t¢ represent the region. Don Brown.
who has been making the rounds of
the clubs, says that likely plavers are
J Houghton (Victoria Park), N. Owens
(8t. Michael’s), 5. Shur (Waverireo
Community. “A™), and B. Maddocks
(T.ucem), As he has not vet seen all
the -chubs in action. there will be some
udditions later.

Tn Division I, Wavertree Community

By Patricia Alcock

FOR REGIONAL TOURNEY

Y.M.C.A,, whom they beat by 6-4, after
l siding 5- 0 at half-time. Both Tucem
mul Wavertree had 10-0 vietories over
Vighurih “B.” only cone game being
dropped.

In Divisien 2, Liverpcol Y.AML.C.A,,
who were top of the league last month.
Tost (o Lucem 4-6 in an exciting match
in which six of the events went to
threc games. Cadwa ““A” lost to
Tivex A 2-8, but there ig little indica-
{lon which wayv the championship will
zoin this division.

Keeper of Records

Only a few of the players in the
Teasue have heen aware that for the
past {wo vears a complete playing rec-
oridl has heen kept of all the members.
Inta a hook has gone all the individual
seores of each plaver.

The keeper of these records has been
and iz Des Loughrey, secretary of
Oakhill and Joint Rditor of Table
Tennis gest,  Recently he presented
1o the Teague the 1948-50 records
neatly compiled and bound.

Tiripg thase two seasons Des keph
Lia records unofficially, but now his

“A’ and Lucem are still fighting “neck- =tatnz has heen made official. for the
and-neck” for the leadership, TLucem Teacua have appointed him
Lad a close fight with TLiverpool sfafistician.

For Repairs and Decorations Consult

JOHN HINDSON

2la,

DECORATOR ROYal

Duke Street

Liverpool, 1

4709 CONTRACTOR
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North Nofes

By J. E. Neill

Rafters Set a Problem

Since kuv  last notes, our Leaguco
complement. bas undergone a change
Gordon  Instilute,  through internal
nifficulties, have had to 1'esign, and
their place has heen taken over by
Rafters “C.7

The question of great interest now is:
4 How strong are Rafters?”’ At the
time of writing no one can say, bul
it is probahle that they may make our
feading teams watch every point. {
1 ave the feeling they will add strength
and keenness to the Region.

Burlington are at the present time
worthy leagne leaders and North Region
representatives in the Readman and
Hyde Cups. In their first five matches
they had only 15 sets scored against
them. From my knowledge of the
sides in the Region, it looks as though
Linacre are the only side likely to take
a point or two from them. but the
keen voungsters of Bootle Y. M., imbued
with the real team spirit. are keenlv
awaiting their return match with
Burlington, to whom they oanly Inst
6-4 awav.

FINE RECORD

T wonder how many teams can equal
the fine record of Linacre. who have
plaved five league matchss and three
tup-ties with the same five plavers
rnd in unchanged order? No other
feam in our Region can.

Jack Lambert, of English Eleectric
lias sieped on  John Ashton from
Rohemians, I recommended him to
them and thev shonld he strengthened
by his inclusion,

Hamilton Mission. by their fine win
over Rath Street. mayv regain their lost
confidence and  hecome  the nsefild
opposition thev were last season, bhut
Trenka are still feeline the loss of three
frrmer  plaving members. Waterlon
Park, however. despite their loss of
plavers, are <till optimistic of hrighter
davs,

Alf. Wehster, Waterloo  Docek’s
secretarv, once again undertock the
responsihility of staging an inter-city
match—TI.iverpool  v. Preston. His
“3” team have not done too well vet

Lut they are worthy triers,

I would like to say that I appreciated
the support given to Umpires at
Mather Avenue, by the Chairman of
the League and the Management (Com-
mitiee.

There were players who endeavoured
to inlimidate Umpires. T personally
cheerved 1hat these bad sportsmen
never once umpired games themselves

The correct service is still not being
adliered to and until we get umpires
strong enough to penalise deliberate
offenders. we will have trouble and
strife.

T want to congratulate all my North
Region teams on their fine Readman
and Hyde Cup efforts and sucecesses.

BRETHERTON'S

BRUSH—VACUUM

Chimney Cleaning
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For prompt attention apply—

26, EVERTON RD, L'POOL, ¢

Telephone: ANField 3510
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Ciudiciously

Youth Division.

Revival of R.F.
St. Annes

Sy E. G. McGenity

After their Jdismal =lart to the season.
St. Anmnes have again securod the ser-
viees of their coach and secretary, and
he assures me that Rock lerry wean
business from now onwards. as Greashy
and Whead Boys Clubs have already
foungd to their cost.

The outstanding feature of the Greasby

match was the tremendons din which
went on throughout the evening. Des-
pite this great drawback, the boys on
hoth sides tried their viinost to cencen-
trate nn the game and the score of 10-0
in favour of Rock TFerry, hardly Jid
instice to the great-hearted ecfforts of
the Greasby lads.

W Veack, thelr capiain sow! Noo 1
feern horhy MeG e ek Dntierty, jusd
a Ml too canny for his aitacking gooe
arnd ofteir fowid himselt groping™ for
placed  defensive shols.
K. Edge, the No. 2, experienced much
the same diffieulty, but by varying his
tactics, did manage to take one =ct
from Doherty.,

JOY TO WATCH.

The personality of the match was
voung Anthony Colegate, the home
gide’s No. & who full>~ extended both
Jones and Stillivan. T4 was a joy fo

“watch the enthusiasm of this hoy, both

in his plav and in the attention which
he Tavished on his visitors, B. Law
found Rowe and Hazelhurst, a tidy
handful. juet “getfing there” in the
third set against each of them.

Rirkenhead TBovs Club, who have
been carrving all hefore them in recent
weeks, also came a cropper against 8t
Annes. Thev Tost &1 in a match which
was dominated by their Nos. 4 and 5.
MceKeown and Hoolahan, hoth of whom
showed considerable promisa for the
futnre.

Here again. the glaring neel for some
sort of coaching manifested itzelf. These
Birkenhead Boys are a2 keen as mustard
and it ‘s a shame tn see snch obvious
abilitvy lying dormant for the want of
a ghiding hand.

Hovlake Y.M.C.A. are still at the
hea] of affairs, while Convention of
Youth, hold the unenviable position at
the other end of thetable. Shafteshury,
Ashville. Woodchurch and Heswall are
all meeting with fluctuating fortunes

Hints And Tips

The Half-Volly Shet

By Peter Rumiahn

Thi= month’s hints arve devoted to
the plaving of the half-volley
that i= the shol by which the hall iz
strnek dmmediately it bounces,

1. ITali-volley v. half-vollev.

Use backhand to play this shot, as
o1l can cover the whole table with

i, The bhat is held wvertically with

the handle-blade line horizontal, the ;
hali iz struck with a slight forward
motion of the hat as soon as it bounces.
T.carn 1o place ball accurately at
varions speads,
2. Haltvalley v, a “Chop” return.

Tilt the blade back and face up along
Forizontal axis to allow for back apin.

arad iy Tnde Latt sTielitly upwards,
3.0 Hallovailey v Toppin i=tor.
Til bt forwarn! do cover zpin, lat

ball hit hat
sHll.

Matvollar 75 used:—

(a) to ehanee defence inte attack.
(1 to receive most services.

{c¢) to angle the ball across the tahle.

(1Y for a drop shot played with a
dead-hat, ball must he smothered

(e) as an emergency shot.

TIPS
Beginners will find it advantageous
not to bend the wrist,
Keep forearm, wrist, back of hand,
nnd hat in one straight line from elbow
Play half-voller shots with hat and
olhow in line and parallel to net. :
Bat tilt is achieved by rotation of
the forearm.

Lancashire Open

Tha T.gnrachire Onen will be held
e tba Birill Hall, Stretford Roasd.
Manchester 15, on Saturday, January
20th. Closing date for entries is
Saturdav Tanvary 6th.  TForms may he
ohtained  from Mr. W. Stamp
Oreanising Secretary.

Other dates to note are:—

Jan. 18-20.—Lancashire Open.

Feb. 9—Fngland v. Treland,
at Liverpool
Mar. 26—League Championrships.

shet. | s

o half-yolley, keep bal B




