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During the past month Cup-ties have largely held the
main interest. 'There have been many close tussles. So far
this season 24 matches have required a replay, and of these :
five have been decided on games or even points. '

»

The separation of two sides by an odd point or two after
two encounters mav not by any means appear to be satisfactory.
Some vears ago, however, eup progress was not infrequently
held up because sides could not decide superiority on sets, even
after three or even four matches.

Tt does seem a pity, however, that in semi-finals and finals
a tie must be decided on one meeting only. Last season one
club passed to the final by a majority of twelve points.

Tt appears to us that a margin on games is a good enough
reason to award a tie, but the number of points scored by each
side does not necessarily bear any relation to the number of
sets and games won. More than one match has been won on
sety this season hy a side who had an adverse balance of points.

We know that it is sometimes difficult to arrange venues
aud time is often short at the season’s end, but surely when
some of the Teague’s major honours are being fought for, it is ;
oaly fair to provide opportunity for a second encounter. '

We are glad to hear that the Regional Tournaments were
. all suceessful.  Thev should prove of great value for at least
L, 6 two reasons; firstly, by providing a means to introduce \
inexperienced plavers to tournament conditfions, and, secondly,
by discovering talent of outstanding merit. The League badly
needs some replacements of the Rumjahn, Pierce class, and it
may well be that a star of the future mav receive his baptism
at one of these tournaments,
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From - The Secretary’s Desk
Dingle Venue

The report on the international
match against Ireland is reported else-
where, and all that remains for me is
tu thank you for your grand support
ai the Philharmonic Hall. I can
assure you that our Irish friends much
appreciated the warmth of your wel-
come, which, they said, almost made
them feel they were playing at home.

We are, also receiving increasing
support from the general public with
each show, and i1 would probably sur-
prise you to know that I have a long
list of loeal people who ask to be
notified of every event staged at the
“Phil,” together with friends from
Chester, Runcorn, Widnes, St. Helens,
Rhyl, Wrexham, Manchester, and even
the Isle of Man.

The Merseyside Closed Champion-
ships take place from April 2 to 6
inelusive, with the finals at the
Y.M.C.A., Mount Pleasant, on Wednes-
April 11. An entry form iz
enclosed with this mmagazine. This
has increased our printing costs, but
the Management Committee feel it is
worth it to ensure that every playing
member receives one, which has never
rappened in the past.

EASY TO REACH

We are breaking new ground in
going to Dingle Vale School for the
preliminary rounds, but you can rest
assured that plaving conditions are as
near perfect as we can get them. The
school iz easily accessible from all
parts. The 21 and 45 trams stop at
it and the 25 and 33 and the 3 and 82
buses two minutes away. For our
players from the Cheshire side, there
18 a frequent service of electric trains
on the Overhead Railway between
Dingle and Pier Head, the journey
taking eight minufes and the return
fare 5d third class and 7d first class.
For our North Liverpool players the
journey will take 25 minutes and the
return fare is 10%d. and 1s. 0d.
respectively. The school is two
minutes’ walk from Dingle Station.

The last train from Dingle is 10.3
p.m. and every endeavour will he made
to see that competitors using the Over-
head are able to take advantage of it.
When Mr. Holland and myself are
timing the evenits we will bear this in
mind; players who have a distance to
travel will be timed early for their
first  cames. We have alwavs
endeavonred to  {(and

suecceeded) in
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By W. Stamp ‘
For “Closed” ‘_

finishing each night at a reasonabli
Lour, 80 that players, who live a dil
tance from Dingle, need have no mi
givings about arriving home at 4
respectable time. !
ANNIVERSARY CRUISE

We are now drawing to the close
our 25th season, and 1 felt that a cely
bration, in which the great majoriy

¢f our members could take part ati
reasonable price, would be a fittig}
wind-up. The Management Com-

mittee agreed with my suggestion, ang
aceordingly, we have booked the M.V
“Royal Tris” for a river dance cruiy
on Woednesday May 9, 1951,  Thi
vessel has been specially construcle
for cruising and comes into commis
aion at the end of April. b
Tt can comfortably accommodaly
7,000 passengers, and has air oo
ditioning throughout to give maximun
comfort in the most inclement weathe
(this does not affect us as, accordiy
to “0Old Moore,” i i
sunny on May 9).
artistically-designed pillarless
deck, a cocktail bar, smokercom
huffet with wide range of refreshment].
ires and minerals, and even a specially
fitted fish and chip saloon, with i
public address systen1 throughout the
vegzel for informing passengers on:
noints of interest “‘en route.” ’
The cruise will be from 7 to 10 pm.
and the tickets will he 4s. each. Then
will not be awvailahle until the nest
issue of the magazine, when vou wil
he asked to notifv vour club secretam
of the number vou require, anj
further particulars of the cruise and
what we hope 'to provide for yom
entertainment, will he published.

OUR NEXT ISSUE

In order that the “Digest” may
give a complete picture of the season,
publication of the final issue of theg
season will be delayed until Agpril§
It will then contain complete League
tables and Cup winners, as well as
interesting facts about individual
performances,

A little bird has whispered that Vil
Jenkinson, the East Region secretars
has heen doing a spof of fostering fof
the game. Wilh his  clubmate
Trevor Brown, he has been giving
some guidance in the rudiments of the
Q’ﬁme' to cadetz at Heswall.  Good
ENOW !
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“B"” Team Should
Be Nursery

By ‘‘Caichas”

I was with interest I tead the

article by Jack Hughes in the
December issue on  Liverpol’s poor
showing in recent years, and, although
I agree that many of our players lack
s sound foundation to their game, I

wonder if in our quantity of players
there are not some of the required
guality who have not been discovered.

The players who reach top class are
a swmall percentage, and the fact that
vou have a large number of players
;3 no guarantee that your number of
starzs will also be greater. What it
/ocs mean is that you have a better
chance of finding a star,

Are we doing all we can to find the

quaiity? T do not think so.
RESHUFFLING

We run three men’s teams—Liver-
pool, Liverpeol ““A.” and Liverpool
“li"—the first being our Wilmott Cup
1eam, whiell varies little from our “A™
team, and the ““B” team acting as the
trial team for the other two, The
weloction Committee  have as  yet
included in any of these teams few
plavers other than from First Division
1 ana, This peliey does not seem
to he getting us far, for all it amounts
ta 15 a reshuffle of the old pack.

1 imagine their view is that if the
plavers from Division 1 do nct produce
the rvesults, i1 is foolish to expect
plavers from lower divisions to do
miter. I it was a question of choos-
ing a complete club team from a lower
aivizion I could see their point, but it
15 a question of selecling individual
players.

It may well he that there are people
plaving in lower division clubs, who,
~iven the chance and experience of
plaving for Liverpool “B,” might be
the answer to our problem.

The search for this potential talent
sheuld not bhe hard, for here is a
chanee tn use the records of Des.
Toughrey, not merely as an aecademie
diddy, hut for practical purpose.

%o Relection Committee let us widen
the search and nse the "B team as a
ral testing ground.

Pen Personalities

MR. N. H. HOLLAND

It will come as a great surprise to
numerous people on Merseyside to
‘learn that Mr. N. H. (Harry) Holland,
the West Regional Secretary, has bee:n
interested in table tennis for more
than 26 years. Way back in the ‘20's
he was a regular spectator at the
English Open Championships and
there saw the giants of former years
in action. -

Mr. Holland came to Merseyside in
1938, and when war broke out .e
became an active member of the A.R.P.
It was then he actually began to play
{able tennis, and when peace returned
be formed the Leasowe club, which
wag latter renamed  Burrowdale.
Elected to the Management Committre
as West Region Secretary, he threw iiL
hig enthusiasm intc the building up of
his Region fintil he has ,now four
divisions with 80 teams under his
contril.

But it is not only as West Region
Secretary that Mr. Holland has
fostered the game. For four years
he has refereed for the Merseyside Open
and the Closed League tournaments
and much of the smooth running of
both these eventz—particularly .ne
former, which has gained country-wide
recognition—is due to Mr. Holland’s
organising ability. Before the tourna-
ments begin Mr. Holland has put in
many hours of studious work working
out the schedules of each -of ihe
variocus events. Table tennis, how-
ever, is not Mr. Holland’s only hobby,
although the amount of work he puts
into it would cause one to helieve it
maust be, He iz an enthusiastie
artist of SEJM talent. Among the
pictures he has painted is one which
now adornsg the home of Vietor Barna,

which Mr. Holland wpainted as a
wedding gift to the former world
champion.

MISS EILEEN MANSELL

One of the stalwarts of the Liver-
pool Ladies’ team since the war hag
been Eileen Mansell, who has con-
sistantly beaten high-ranking players,
and by her personal success, has helped
to place Liverpool in the forefront of
ladies’ table fennis in this country.
Fileen has an extremely strong attack,
which is no doubt largely due to the
fact she has played in the First
Division for Balfour since the war.
Previously her ciub was A.T.M., with
whom sghe hegan her career,
(‘ontinued on P. 10.
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First Division.

By G. Wiliiams.

Holders Beaten In Readman Cup

Foeus on Readman Cup, which this
season will have & new name inseribed
on it, the holders, 15th Crosby, having
been knoecked out by the Second
Division side, Acacia, after a replay,
the latter gaining the verdict on the
aggregate over two matches, by one
game,

Bernard Hand was home on leave for
ioth these matches, but even so the
Scouts were unable to prevent the Cup
slipping from their grasp.

Last season’s other finalists, Balfour,
were almost disposed of by their “A”
team, but after drawing at the first
meeting, made no misiake in the
replay.

The First IMvision is assured that
at least two of its teams will reach
the =emi-fina], Rafters and Birken-
head [Y.M.C.A.. and Homecroft and
Balfour having been drawn against
each other, These two matches are
undoubtedly the tit-bits of the round,
and Rafters, having recently been
heaten by Birkenhead Y.M.C.A. in a
will be out for revenge.

Y.M.C.A'S JUMP

Only two weeks' League fixtures
have been completed since I last wrote,
but they have had a considerable effeet
on the leading positions in the League
table. By two good wins over Rafters
and 15th Croshy, Birkenhead Y.M.C.A.
bave jumped from sixth to third
position, and are now challenging
Homeceroft, who lead them by three
points,

Rafters “A” have gone above their
¢lub mates on games averages, and
with 15th Crosby completing the trio,
told fourth, fifth and sixth positions
regpectively, with 13 pointg each.

For Rafters, the 13 points’ mark has
heen an unlucky one, their last two
matches resulting in defeats by Birken-
head Y.M.CLA. 64, and hy Balfour
g-1.

Forecasts are very dangerous things
to make, but T consider that T am on
fairly safe ground when T say that T
cannot see anyocne overhauling the
present leaders of the division, and
unless something unforeseen happens,
Ralfenr should finish the season where
thev are now—at the top. Only Home-
croft can he considered to be within
striking distance of them, and even
s0 it will have 1o he a long push,

Oakhill pnt another mnail into
Anfield’s coffin, and at the same time

made their own position a little mor
secure, when they obtained a con-
vineing 8-2 win.  With three points
lvad over African Oil, they can feel
justified in hoping to maintaing their
Divigion 1 status.

Anfield secured their first win of the
season at the cxpense of Rafters “A”
at a time when both teams wer
weakened through illness to players,

sotewhat more so in the case of the

latter.

dalfonr A" are certainly proving b
be the champion drawists in the
Jivigiono, fr .apart from their two
draws in successive rounds of the Read
man Cup, have so far drawn five d
their League matches. Their latesdt
cne was when they visited African Qi
and to quote African Oil's captain.

Frank Varty: “The loss of this poin
may mean our team going down inf
the Second Division.” At ihe moment,
Lowever, only five points separate the
hottom four teams, and anything can
happen with six weeks  fixtures stil
o he played.

Look

Modern

Table Tennis
by JACK CARRINGTON

Trainer of the 1949 World
Champion, Johnny Leach.

This hook contains all that the
aspiring championship player wishes
to know. The author, himseli a
player of international repute, has set
out simply and carefully, a complete
cotrse of scientific table tennis in-
struction. It will start the beginner
on the right lines and the experi.
enced player will improve his game
immensely. Fully illustrated with
diagrams and action photographs.

Price 63. net.

You can get this book from your
local bookshop. If it is not in stock
give the title, author, price and
publisher to your bnokse[ler. who will
be glad to get a copy for you

G. Bell & Sons Ltd. London




P

tle nore
a cou-
¢ points
can feel
ng their

in of the
ers ‘A,
ng were
players,
e of the

roving to
in the
jeir  two
he Read-
1 five of
ir latest
jean Oil,
captain.
nis point
own into
moment,
arate the
hing can
ares still

IS
TON
Vorld

ach.

at  the
- wishes
nself a
‘has set
omplete
mis in-
reginner
experi-
s game
=d with
graphs,

m your
in stock
ice and
who will
or  you.

Second Division,
Tactics That Have
Not Paid

By K. Baldock.

This month [ am covering three
leams. who have not had a very good
season, and do not appear as if they
will finizh in the top half of the tabl..

Anfield’s second string, led by the
veleran George Maher, have had an
average season, with two ever-presents
cut of nine players. But though Law-
Insg and Charnock have appeared in
every mateh they have not always
Ieen in the same position. Indeed.
vty Lijinsky, when he was playing,
had this distinetion, and I am inclined
io think that their leader has not only
done this to give his players experience
against varying opposition, but as a
tactical move  according to the
opposition.

The plan, however, has not been
over successful, especially in the fifth
round of the Readman Cup against St.
Michael’'s, after having two games
evenly divided with Birkenhead Y.M.
“A’" in the previous round.

KEEN FIGHTERS

As T said at the beginming of the
season, [.C.I. will be finishing about
the middle. Though great suecess
has not come their way, the team are
fighters for every game, and have only
plaved two matches in which lesg than

" five 8ets have heen decided at the

third game.  And both of these were
close affairs—a draw, and a 6-4 defeat.

No doubt the Second Division will
enjoy their company again next season,
for which T wish themn greater success.

Our gnardians the Police have let
me down. I thought when the season
opened that they would hold their own
i the division, but due to plavers
heing on duty and lack of practice the
team has yet to register their second
vietory.

Only Heague, who always gives a
good account of himself, has managed
every mateh.

A noticeable feature of the Police
matches is the numhber of sets finished
in two straight games, whether won or
lost.  No doubt this fact is only a
coincidence, but verv useful in com-
pleting 3 match at a reasonable hour,
especially if the away team hac a long
way to travel,

c

().

Third Division By E. Cameron
Hoylake Challenge
To Bohemians

Focal point in the League struggle
switches this month fromn bottom to
(NS Here the tight for leadership
takes on  iresh interest, due to
Bohemians dropping their first points
ana  Hoyiake continuing in  their
winning ways. As 1 write, il is level
p-gging in points and sets, with indica-
tions that the next meeting betwaen
these two will decide thie champion-
S1Lp.

We have lost interest in the Read-
man Cup as a result of Bohemians
ics.nz their replay with 8t. Michael’s.
In the Maxwell Fyfe Cup, however,
we gtill had seven representatives,
anl with five of them drawn at home
in Round 2 there are hopes of a Third
NDivision monoply in the later stages.
As we accouunted for three Second
Division sides in the opening round
we now say: ‘Let them all come.”

Introducing Hoylake this month we
sppropriately present the team now
rhallenging Bohemians® supremacy.
Indeed, Hoylake do not agree
Ilohemians are the team of the season.
1o substantiate their own claim they
have now taken over joint leadership
and are confident of furthering their
cause in the return League encounter,

RELIABLE PAIR

Without a double Iloylake possess
the most reliable opening paid in the
divigion. Vaughan and Harkness
have easily the bhest records for their
pozitions, and are excellently sup-
ported by Ball and Kendrick as Nos.
3 and 4. These four have dropped
cnly 14 sets between them in the first
ten League matches.

Without a regular No, 5 they still
manage to find a reserve who can be
relied upon to show up to good
advantage, despite the fact that they
have called upon no fewer than six
Jdifferent players for this position.

Whatever the outcome of the great
hattle for fleadership, [Hoylake fwill
certainly be joining Bohemians with
that through ticket to Division 2,
having sampled our division for one
season only,

Bouguet of the month goes to the
three successful Cup conquerors ‘of
Second  Division clubs — Hoylake,
Wallasey, and Victoria Park.
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Fourth Division.

Two Great Cup

VYictories
By Jd. Griffiths.

After the events of the past month,
when Maxweil Fyfe and Readman Cup
matches added to League fixtures have
had to be played, most teams in the
division can now seitle down to trying
to irnprove their League position.

St. Michael’s are undoubtedly the
shock teamn of the season.  Still
unheaten, and leading the division,
they are all out to win one of the Cups.
Not content with defeating Second
l¥ivision League leaders, Bibby’s,. in
the third round of the Readman Cup,
they ended the Cup hopes of Third

Division leaders, Bohemians, decfeat-
ing them 9-1 in a home replay. No
hard luck story here, for the

Bohemians’ suceess was by D, Young
in the third game—25-23,

In the League, Balfour ““B” are right
bhehind the leaders.  Only a slightly
better set average keeps 8i. Michael’s
on top.

STILL POINTLESS

Aigburth “A™ are still without a
peint and over & century of setis against
them in thirteen games. I saw them
beaten 10-0 by Cheshire ILines, and
what they lack fn their play theyv
certainly make up for with their sports-
manship and senge of humour. Ray
White hag returned to their side, and
{hough he took R. Burge to three games
he 1s not the player of last season.

The first  meeting between  Sf.
Michael’s and Balfour “B” ended all
aquare.  Though Ralfour’s Huyton

and Gill lost all four sets to Gowar
and Wright, their tail-end came along
(0 win five sets, all in two straights.

Dunlop, who seem to he having a
season of mixed fortune, reversed their
away defeal by Waterloo Dks. Seddon,
Burrows and Dunn were the only suc-
cesges for the Railwaymen. Erie Wall
won both hiz sets for Dunlop.

The New Year seems to have brought
a change of luck to Edwardians, and in
the last four matches they have now
collected seven points.  Their match
at Holme Hey, like the first meeting,
was expected to be a ‘hard-fought
inssie.  Tlolme Hev took three of the

firet four sets, due jmainly to FKric
Wall winning his two, but Edwardians
fonght hack to win the next five sets
and the match.

Lancashire League Notes.

Exciting Game At

Ellesmere Port
By F. J. Farrell,

During the past month, Liverpod:
A" have recorded two League
victories, beating Macclesfield 8-2 and
Blackpool 10-0.

In the Macclesfield match, played a

Hovlake, the set winners were Peter ¥
Chesham (3) and

Rumjahn (3), V.
Norman Jones, with Rumpahn and
Chesham winning the doubles,

At Bohemians, the combination o
Ted Rumjahn, Chesham, and Jones
was too much for the Blackpool team.

The most exciting mateh of the
moenth was the ‘B’ team’s game at
[iesmere Port, which they won 64
Here the team were up against Bob
Smitham and Norman Summer, wh
are wearing wonderfully well.  Bolk
plaved excellently and made our youn
team do =ome hard thinking as well us
btard playing, Liverpool's sets came
fromt Rov Jones (3) and Norman Jones
{2y. They also won the doubles, after
losing the first game, pulling round
and winning the third at 23-21,

REDEEMING
Denis Caldwell had an untortunate
night at Eilesmere Port, but he

jedecmed himself the following week
al -Urmston by contributing three sets
to the “B” team’s 7-3 vigtory. The
other sets were won by E. C. Smith
2y and M. Oakes, with Smith and
(rakes taking the doubles,

A bt B e b L] by e ey e .

Once again Manchester have beeng:
the stumbling block to Liverpool in

their progress in the Wilmott Cup. P

Rumjahn, V. Chesham, and Roy Jones

were not strong enough for the Man
chesler team of Casofsky, Cohen, amd
tNeack. who won without conceding a
set at 7-0, .

The women's feam play their next
maich on Monday, February 5,
against Manchester
&ocial Club, Dale Street. There i
smnle accomodation for spectators, and
it would be encouraging to see a good
crowd supperiing the team in their
ondeavour te raverse the {wo narrow
defeats earlier in the seasom,

Othsr matcheg are:—

Frh, 23— B v. Kllesmere Port., d
Cosco, Bromborongh.

Mar. 16— R v. Chester, at Tiving
stone &t. Baths, B.head,

at Littlewood's|§
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Irish Quality Was
A Surprise

By J. D. Loughrey.

L muost admit that when I first read
‘he names of the England team selected
for the mateh with Ireland at the
Philharmonic Hall, I was very sorry
for the visitors, and the nine set to
love victory might further suggest that
the evening was too one-sided to be
interesting,

Nothing could be further from the
truth,

Mr. MacKay, the Irish captain, in
a4 happy speech at the end of the
match, suggested that his side was
making steady progress and in the not
too distant future would be capable of
holding their own. With that view
I agreed, their play has advanced
markedly since they last appeared at
the Philharmonic, and I would further
add that their courageous fight won a
large number of tributes from the
audience,

The English team found they had to
pull out rather more than had been
cxpected, Johnny Leach, in his two
sets, had something of a struggle to
beat Mercer, 21-16, in the third, and
with R. Allcock, fo beat T. Martin
and J. Fox, 21-19, also in the third.

With the ‘wexception of the Rowe
twing this was the full England team
for the World Championships, but
possibly it would not be fair to judge
them on what was at best only a trial
outing. Most of them, however,
found it difficult to maintain a fierce
attack against a grim defence, a game
al which most of the Irish team
excelled.

TITTLE TATTLE

We hear that wedding bells will be
ringing in Johannesburg on March 31
for Win Dake and Laurie Potgister,
Iearty congratulations 'to hoth and
hesl wishes for their future happiness.
Roth Win and her sister Eileen look
forward to receiving their copies of the
“Thgest” each month.

o o F0)

Congratulations also to  Andree
Jones on her success in the Irish Open
Championships. By  winning the
women’s singles ghe is putting her
name on the map. Mayv it be hut the

first. of many future successes.

Game’s Debt To
Liverpool

“For 25 years Liverpool has been a
centre without which table tennis
would not have developed in thig part
of the world. It has been an example
to the North, and has produced-a body
to which the game in England owes
much of its present position as one
of the best organised of ali sports.”

This was the tribute paid to the
League by Mr. Ivor Montagu, chairman
of the B.T.L.A., at the dinner o cule-
hrate the League’'s 25th anniversa.y.

The dinner, over which Mr. D.
Youlis, our chairman, presided, coin-
cided with Ehe England v. lreiand
jaateh and the weetings of the National
Execuiive and the General Council,
and with Mr. Montagu were several
other members of the Executive,
mcluding Mr. A. K. Vint (honorary
treasurer) and Mrs., Kathie Pegg
administrative seeretary) together with
Mr. N. W. Wilson (honorary secretary
of the Irish Association) and members
of the Irish team.

Mr. Montagun added that during
those 25 years the Executive had met
many Liverpool players and had
in their number officials from Liver-
pool. They had learned to know that
while Liverpool people were very keen
i their views they were also very
gond companions.

DRESS SUGGESTION

Replying to the toast of “The
Liverpool League™, Mr. Foulis said
their only regret was that Mr. Montagu
did not come to Liverpool more often.
He warned him, however, that if the
Executive did not dress the England
in good rig-outs, with an official blazer,
they would not be as well turned cut as
{he Liverpool team.

Mr. W. Stamp (League Secretary),
proposing the toast to the visitors,
paid tribute to the Irish team and
thanked them, not only for the very
good show they had given but alse
for the splendid spirit they had dis-
piayed,

In thanking the League for its
hospitality to his team Mr. Wilson said
he liked to think that in table {ennis
thev had a game that knew no borders.
1+ created friendships, but if they
removed that aspeet from it the game
wonld he destroved. :
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LEAGUE TABLES

UP TO FEBRUARY 12, 1951
- Compiled by F. R, MOORE

F.

First Division
P.W.

L.
Balfour ,............ 13 11 9
Homeeroft ........ 13 9 2
Bhead Y.M.CA 13 7 3
Raflers ............ 13 7 &
Raftera “A” .... 13 5 5
15th Crosby ...... 13 5 b
Balfour “A" ... 13 2 6
Oakhill ........... 12 3 7
African Oil ... 12 2 9
Anfield ............ i3 1 10

Second Division

Acacia ...l 13 2
Bibby's v 1310 3
Homeeroft “A*... 153 8 2
Boatle YM.CA.. 13 7 3
Anfield AT L. 13 6 4
B’hd. Y. M, “A” 13 6 4
Gakhill “A” |, 13 4 7
1.CT. ... 13 3 8
LPAS, ... 13 1 9
Aigburth ........... 13 012

Third Division

Bohemians ........ 1312 1
H'lake Y.M.C.A. 13 11 1
Wall, Juniors ... 13 9 2
Livex ......... P 13 7 4
Vietoria Park.... 13 5 7
Westfield .......... 13 5 8
Wavertree €0 ,,,. 13 4 8
Qakhill “B”...... 132 4 9
Domestic Mis.... 13 2 9
Rafters “B” ..... 13 0 10

Fourth Division.

98
84
71
71
75
60
56
48
36
42
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WOMEN—First Division

A. P, PW.L D F AP

32 24 Halfour ............ 13 12 0 110624 25 1
46 20 Rafters ........... 12 11 1 110327 2 k!
59 17 Algburth ......... 13 9 4 0 80 50 18 K
59 15 Bibby's ... 13 7 4 273571 )i
55 13 Homeecroft ....... 13 6 6 1656513 I
70 13 TBootle C.D. ...... 13 5 6 2547612 (
75 9 Oakhill ............ 13 4 8 152789 I
72 8 C.L.C. ... 13 3 9 14486 17 jY
84 5 Wavertree C.C.... 15 211 0 37 93 ¢ (
88 4 Anfield ............. 13 111 138 92 3 ¥

Second Division

40 20 Rafters “A” ... 1210 0 2 92 28 2 1
44 20 Littlewoods ...... 1311 2 0 90 402 I
50 19 Aigburth “A” ., 1310 3 010129 F
58 17 Domestic Mis..., 12 7 4 1 74 46 15if " ¥
58 15 Mosslev Hill ... 13 5 6 2 69 61 12 ¥
59 15 Osterley ............ 4 6 364 6611 C
73 10 Littlewoods 4 8 04278 8 (
77 08 1.0T. ... 210 142 88 § S
84 5 St. Joseph's 2 7 13070 5 S
106 1 Port Sunlight ... 13 0711 2 14116 & 3

SOUTH . —First Division

31 24 Wav. C.C. “A”... 1413 1 011125 2% b
33 23 Luecem ............ 1211 0 19%21% 1
42 20 T’pool YM.CA. 1411 2 110733 2% (
54 16 Viectoria Pk ““A™ 12 7 3 2 75451 T
71 11 Elm Hall Prive 13 7 5 1 71 5915 T
71 1% Aigburth M, ...... 13 5 8 060 701 ¥
78 ¢ Tech. Studs .... 14 4 9 15585 1% ]
84 8 C.I.C. “A” ... 12 210 0 33 87 ¢ (
92 6 Mossley Hill .., 12 210 0 20100 4 (
99 3 Aighurth “B” ... 14 014 019121 0 (

Second Division

St. Michael's ... 13 8 0 592 38 21 Licex ‘A, ... 12 11 0 11021827 1
Baifour “B” ... 13 9 1 3904021 Cadwa ............ 1311 2 091 3928 I
hkingsway 8 3 2824818 TSpool Y.M, ‘A 13 9 3 1884219 1
C.L.C. ... 8 3 2755518 Twmeem “A™ ... 12 8 3 178 42 7E 1
P. Sunlight O.B. 6 5 3736715 Wav, C.C, “B”..12 5 5 2 59 6112 A
Dunlop ............ 6 5 266 64 14 Dunlop “A” ... 13 6 7 0636712 I
Edwardians ...... 13 4 8 15575 9 &t Michael's “A” 13 5 7 1 66 6411 )\
Waterloo Dock... 12 4 8 051 63 8 Deaf Inst. ......... 11 2 9 03377 4 3
Holme Hey ...... 13 2 9 24882 6 Aigburth “C”.... 12 2 10 0 32 88 4 T
Aigburth “A™ .13 013 018112 0 CL.C. “B” ... 13 ¢13 0 81220 T
EAST—First Division EAST—Second Division
Balfour “C" ... 13 13 0 010921 26 Balfour B ..., 1311 0 2 96 34 24 ]
Bohemians ““A™.. 1312 1 0 93 37 24 Bohemians “B”. 13 11 1 1 92 38 23 ¥
Taxes ....covveen..s 12 6 4 3735715 Robvy Y.C. ......... 12 9 2 1813010 I
Cadwa .............. 13 6 5 2 7357 14 TFast Wavertree.. 12 6 5 166 54 1} b
Osterley ............ 13 6 5 2725314 NABUK, ... 12 6 61587213 1
Anfield “B” ...... 13 5 5 3 70 60 13 Fdwardians A" 12 5 7 056 6410 ]
African ““A” ... 12 5 7 0526810 RATFA ... 13 3 7 362 68 % A
&t. Barts .......... 12 3 7 24971 8 OQOsterley “A” .13 3 9 14486 1T T
Waestfield A’ .., 13 111 129101 3 Oakhill “C” ....,. 14 211 146 94 § v
S8t. Aloysius ... 13 012 119111 1 Bohemians “C”.. 13 210 13991 § H
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10624 25
10327 23
80 50 18
73 57 16
66 65 13
54 76 12

5278 9

44 86 7
3795 4
B ez 3

92 28 22
80 40 22
101 29 20
74 46 15
69 61 12
64 66 11
42 78 8
42 88 5
370 5
14116 2

1

1129 26
g 21 23
07 33 23
75 45 16
71 59 15
50 70 10
55 85 9
33 87 4
20100 4
19121 ©

02 18 23
1 39 22
8 42 19
8 42 17
9 61 12
3 67 12
6 64 11
377 4
288 4
8122 0
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LEAGUE TABLES

CONTINUED

WEST— First Division
PWIL D F. A P.

Thorndale ......... 1312 9 1 93 37 25
Wall, Jrs. “A”... 13 9 1 3 87 43 21
&f. Joseph’s ...... 13 8 3 2854518
Bronze Sports ... 13 8 3 2 84 46 18
L'head Y. M. Jrs. 13 7 4 2 7555 16
Claremont ......... 13 5 6 26961 12
E'head Co-0op. ... 13 & 9 15278 7
Victory Sce. ... 13 310 03991 6
Creep Inn ......... 13 211 03793 4
Wall, Motors ... 13 1 11 1 29101 3
Second Division
Coseo .ooiieiinis 1311 0 210723 24
Hlake Y., “A™ 13 11 1 1 98 32 23
Burrewdale ....... 13 9 2 29040 20
st Peter’s ... 13 8 2 386 44 19
Kingsway ‘A" 13 7 6 079 51 14
Claremont “A”... 13 5 7 1676311
Creep Tnn “A™... 13 3 8 24288 8
kq Mary & P.... 13 310 04189 6
Joseph's “A™ 14 211 186114 5
\ernonq ........... 14 113 0251156 2
Third Division
Thorndale ““A™... 12 10 0 2 91 29 22
Thingwall ......... 13 9 1 396 34 21
Casco A ... 13 9 3 192 38 19
Burrowdale ““A™, 13 8 4 1 84 46 17
Port, Sunlight ... 13 8 5 0 70 60 16
Wal, Motors “A”" 13 5 7 1 63 67 11
Burrowdale “B” 13 4 7 2 61 69 10
Creep Inn “B>.., 13 3 9 13892 7
Claremount B 13 210 13595 5
Coseo “B™ L.l 12 012 011109 0
Fourth Divisieon
RAF. (WKH... 1212 0 0114 6 24
Whead Jrs. “A” 12 11 1 0 77 43 22
Thorndale “B”,,. 13 7 4 2 75 55 16
T.AF.A. 7 65 168 62 15
Y.W.CA. ] 5 6 263 67 12
Prenton M. ... 12 5 5 24971 12
Nesten OB, ... 14 5 7 2 558512
Wall, Jrs, “B”.. 12 3 7 24971 8
Pt. Snnlight “*A™ 14 3 10 1 50 %0 7
Thingwall “A’... 13 013 0 18112 ¢
NORTH
Burlington 1% 13 0 0 97 3B 26
Linaere M.C. ... 13 9 4 0 84 46 18
Bootle Y.M. A~ 12 8 2 2 74 46 18
Enelish Elee. ... 13 7 3 3 81 49 17
Hamilton Mis.... 13 6 5 2 68 62 14
Fath Street ....... 12 6 5 167 53 13
Waterloo Park... 13 2 ¢ 244 8 6
Brenka ............. 13 1 9 34585 5
Watarloo Dk ““A™ 12 2 9 13882 5
Rafters “C*™ ... .. 12 1 9 23288 4

Longer Season
Advocate

January‘s magazine gave e cause
for quite a few comments and answers.

I suggested to Mr. Stamp last year
that my club looked favourably on
12-team divisions, because they would
mean more table tennis and a longer
season and would still leave a reason-
able number of teams in a division
whenever one dropped out. From an
administrative point of view, too,
surely five divisiong of twelve can be
more easily managed than six divisions
of ten. Bigger divisions might also
create keener competition,

Mr. Stamp’s comments were that we
did not like stepping on the toes of
other sports. I am wvery keen on
athletics, ericket, and, to a 1 esser
degree, speedway and tennis, but table
tennis first and foremost.

I am wholeheatedly for a League
headquarters and will back it in every
way possible, but where could you buy
eight Jagques tahles for £1527

What  possible  ochjection can
“Calchas’ have to mixed teams if the
women’s play merits their position.
T¢ T ever play a woman I play to win,
as T always do; chivalry does not come
into 1if.

The only #ime I object to the girls
15 when 1 pay good money to see some
of the pitiable exhibitions they put up
ou tournament finals night. Thev
will son kill Mr. Stamp’s full houses
at the Philharmonic.—T. A. LAMBERT
(English Electrie).

ADVERTISEMENT RATES

The Table Tennis Digest will accept
emall clagsified adverticements at the
following rates: — 3d. per word.
minimum 18 words, per issue.

YOQUTH

PW.L D F. A P
Bhead B.C, ...... 13 11 2 0 92 38 22
H’'lake Y.M.C.A.. 12 10 2 0 89 31 20
%1, Annes 9 4 0775318
Ashville ............ 12 8 4 0754516
T ’head B.C. ‘A~ 13 7 5 176 54 15
Heswall ............ 12 4 6 2606010
Woodchureh ... 12 5 F 057 63 10
Greasbv ......... .13 3 9 15278 7
Shaftesbury ... 11 2 9 ¢ 2684 4
Conv.-Youth ..... 11 011 0 6104 O

9.
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Women’s Divisions.

By Margaret Lindner

Wavertree Spring A Surprise

Congratulations to Wavertree C.C.
jor the first surprise in February,
when they defeated Bibby's 64,
slthough in fairness to Bibhy’s, I must
mention that they were without their
No. 2, Dorothy Ball.

Wavertree are now one point ahead
of Anfield, their closest rivals, and off
the bottom rung of the ladder. The
success of their No. 1 player, Mrs. E.
Palmer, in winning the Scuth Region
singleg tlitle must have inspired her
team-mates, who have certainly only
lost a number of their matches after
very close games.

Bibby’s had their consolaticn at
home the following evening, when they
earned the right to meet Homecroft
in the nexi round of the Bartholomew
Cup. by defeating Oakhill 6-4 after a
very tense struggle in a replay match.

Congratulations are also due to Pat
Lees, who won the only two sets for
Homeeroft in  their match against
Balfour, by beating both  Qlive
Dickenson and Lil Robinson,

KEY GAME OF CUP

Balfour eonsolidated their position
a¢ leaders of the First Division, when,
in their return match, Rafters were
only able to force a draw. It will be
interesting to see the result of the koy
match of the Bartholomew Cup when
Liafters again entertain Balfour in the
next round. No doubt nerves will
play a big part as both teams are very
cvenly matched.

Aighurth fully deserve their present
position as No. 3.  Their players, M,
Hadden (the only player to have
heaten Audrey Brunskill, of Balfour,
and East Region winner this season),
N. Wass, D. Alecock (South Region
runner-up), B. Jackson, and E. Royal,
have played very consistently all
Season.

By beating Aigburth “A,” Rosemary
McMullen, ‘captain of Rafters “A.”
and her team must feel optimistie
ahout their chances of finishing
champions of the Second Division.

Aigburth  “A” needed to win this

‘match to make their chance of promo-

tion more certain, -having already
beaten their closest rivals in the race
in their return matech at Littlewood’s.
Audrey Richards and Pat Alcock are
showing great improvement in their

play this season, and I hear that Pal
was runner-up to M. Haddon in their
clulr lournamient, having beaten her
gister Doreen in the semi-final,

MERITORIOUS

L. Allen, A. Bell, D. Millington, E.
Sinelair, L. Parks, and W. fampson
deserve a pat on the back, for they
are mainly respongible for Little-
wood's good record; also M. Willeox
tonly once beaten), M. Murray, V.
Scarisbrick, K. Trampson, and M.
Drewey, who are the members of
Osterley, the other surprise team in
tireir first season with the League.

With another five or six matches to
he  played Domestic  Mission and
Mossley Hill still have an opportunity
of regaining the leading positions they
Leld at the beginning cof the season.

Cheshire Lines fully deserved the
thanks of their region secretary, Don
lsrown, for their excellent hospitality
Juring the South Region Tournament,
due in no small part to the lady
members of the club,

Continned from P. 3.

She has had several successes in the
League Closed Tournament, and is the
present Ladies’ Singles Champion (her
third suecess in five years), but so far
has not been able to win the more
important  Merseyside Open {itle,
although two seasons ago she reached
the final, only to lose in two straights
to {lelen Elliott.

Eileen, however, is the first to admit
that at the *“Phil.”” she never feels able
to settle down, and it must be admittad
tha so far she has never produced any-
thing like her best form when playing
there.

In the past season or two she hag
struck up a successiul partnership with
Kav Benson, of Blackpool, and they
have won several doubles titles, most
notably the Lancashire Open
1949-50.

Tileen has had several Singles
successes in the past few years, and

since 1946 has appeared regularly for :

Lancashire, Some of her best per-
formances were accomplished last
season when helping the Rose Bowl
team to reach the final, an outstand-
ing event in the history of the League.

10.
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West Region.

By N. H. Holland.

All Helped In Tournament Success

Round about tea-timme on January 19

table tennis enthusiasis from all parts -

of Wirral began making tracks, with
the light of battle in their eyes, for
Livingstone Street Assembly Hall,
Birkenhead,

From Bromborcugh and Heswall in
the east to the distant shores of New
Prighton in the west they came, deter-
mined, 'flu or no ’flu, to enjoy them-
selves at the first post-war West Regton
tuurnament. And enjoy themselves
they did!

Entries were received from 144
players, and the most encouraging
icature was that they represented 85
per cent. of the Waest Region teams
and 70 per cent. of the Youth Division
teams.  There were six events on the
programme — Men’s - Singles (74
entries), Women's ingles (22),
Youth's Bingles (48), Men's Consola-
tion {37), Women’s Consolation (11),
and Youth’s Doubles (24).

With 216 games to play and only
lwo evenings available, eight tables
were necessary, although seven would
have been the ideal number for the
hall. Nevertheless, the general
vpinion seemed to be that conditions
were very good, particularly as regards
the lighting and floor surface.

IN HIS DEBT

1 should like here to pay a sincere
iribute to Mr, D. M. Richards, the
Youth Officer for Birkenhead, for
securing permission to use the hall,
and also for the tremendous amount
of assistance he rendered in the pre-
paration and staging of the tournament.
Having firsthand knowledge of his tire-
less energy and his flair for overcoming
snags, T would back him against any
go-getter from across the Atlantic for
real speed and efficiency. The Region,
and indeed the Teague, owe him a deep
lebt of gratitude.

For many this was their first tourna-
ment, so onec niight have expected
frequent hold-ups and delays. But
not a bit of it! The co-operation was
cxeellent, competitors and club
uficialzs  alike, all lending a hand
villinglv.  Special thanks are due to
«. Graham (Ashville), announcer;

& J. Gallacher (8t. Joseph’s). captain
of umpires; W. TLowe (Birkenhea
(o-0p.), wall-charts; L. T. JYones, V
Popham. H. C, Bharpe, and Mrs, P. M
tall of Burrowdale) draw tickets. and

Miss Redmond (Port Sunlight), and o,
Iienahy (Heswall N. 5.), assistance a.
the door

The score tickets reveal that no less
than 94 out of 1he 144 competitors
umpired at least one game  This
willingness to help enabled us fo get
through 139 games between 6 p.m.
and 10.45 p.m. on the first evening.
Among those who played a leading part
in umpiring were; J. Clewett and A.
Hynes (8t. Joseph’s), H. C. Bhaipe
and W. D. V. Jones (Burrowdale), W.
E. Jackson (S8. Mary and Paul), and
d. 8. Kellett (Ashville,

SURPRISE DEFEATS

In the lLeague, the championship
siruggle hecomes tenser in all divi-
sions, except (the fourth, especially
since absences through sickness have
e to unexpected loss ot points by
some of the leading teams.

In the Hyde Cup we are still strongly
represented, and there are good
grounds for confidence in our hope
that a Wirral team will onee again
retain the Cup.

In the next couple of weeks I shall
be seclecting teams to represent the
Kegion in inter-regional matches, This
year we are breaking new ground, and
tor the first time women’s teams from
the East and West Regions will be
matched again each other. Before
the seasons ends it may he possible to
extend this idea lo the other Regions.

Az a postscript Lo the tonrnament,
! hope those who entered have had
their appetites whetted, and will all
cnter for the Liverpoo] Closed tourna-
ment in April, especially in the Men’s
and Women’s Regional Singles and the
Junior Singles events,

The principal results of the tourna-
ment were:—

MEN’S SINGLES
Semi-finals.—E. C. Smith (Bronze
Fports) beat J. C. Morgan (Thorndale),
21-16, 17-21, 21-16; W. Postlethwaite
(St. Joseph’s) beat T. White (R.A.F.,
W. K.y, 21-14, 23-21,
Final.—8mith  beat
21-14, 23-21.

WOMEN’S SINGLES
Semi-finals.—Mvys, G. M. Sharpe
(Burrowdale) beat Mrs, C. E. Jones
(Burrowdale), 21-18, 21-8; Mrs. P.
O’'Connell (Thorndale) beat Mizs E, A.
Kaan (Buarrowdale), 21-6, 21-12.
Final —Mrvs. ’Connell heat Mrs,
Sharpe, 21-13, 20-22, 21-12,

Postlewaite,

11. Continued on P. 14,
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East Region.

Four Hours

The East Region tournament of 1951
ia over, but T for one, will remember
it for some time to come.

I mentioned in a previous article
that the standard of play in this region
was high, and that il would be seen
it Dest advantage at the tournament.
I: certainly was. We had a four-hour
feast of table tennis, the hest that the
FEast Region could serve up, and all
{be spectators, who ventured out that
chilly evening, must have gone home
well satisfied.

Audrey Brunskill (Balfour) won the
ladies’ singles after a splendid three-
game  hattle with Mae  Alcoek
(Bohemians), Big hitting was the
crder of the day for Audrey, but Mrs.
Alcock’s fine defence was generally
equal to the occasion. The result
was s0 close that it might have gone
either wayv.

Unusual feature of the men’s singles
final was that Basil Townsend, No. 1
for Balfour “C,” was opposed by his
team-mate, Andy Jones, who plays
No. 5. Townsend won in two straight,
hut it was no easy affair. Jones
fought all the way, giving a fine exhibi-
tion of defence, and when he got the
chance fo hit back showed that he
could attack equally well.

TEAM LEADER

Townsend was in terrific form, and
this ecoupled with his league record,
has ensured his place as No. 1 in the
regignal team when the time comes to
do battle with the other regions.

On behalf of the Region, T would

By V. Jenkinson.

Of Fine Play

like to thank Mr., and Mrs. Scrags
for their kind co-operation; also Fred
Farrell. Ken Jones, and Alan Ryerofl,
who did a splendid job-in making the
formidable task of getting through 6l
matches in four hours look like childt
play.

With the season entering its final
phase, it is interesting to weigh up
the poszition in the leagne tables. In
tY1e first division, it will be a straight
fight between  Balfour “C” and
Bohemiang “A.”  Balfour, however,
Fave kept such a tight grip on the
isad-rship throughout that I cannd
gee them relaxing for one moment,
and I will bhe more than surprised i
anvthing happens to prevent them
t2 ing the championship.

Division TT looks like developing
into a real needle affair between
Balfour “D,” Bohemians “B,” and
Kohv Yauth Club, who are topping the
tahle in that order. Any one of these
clubs can finish first, and the tailend
o the season should prove exciting
[ am poing to stick my neck out and
forecast Balfour “D*’ to win.

The competition for the Hyde Cup
1# nearing its coneclusion and I am
glad to see that the region is still
strongly represented.  Balfour gained
a convincing 82 win over the leadem
of the North Region, Burlington, but
Bohemians A, after drawing ab
Cosoo, could do no better in the replar
on their own table and passed out of
the tourmament by one game in the
ageregatr of the two matches.
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North Notes
Burlington As

Champions
By J. E. Neill

Coming away from the England and
1reland match T met Frank Moore, our
registrar and fixture secretary, and our
talk turned on question of increaging
dgivisions from ten teams to twelve.
We were both in favour of twelve.
What do the North Region clubs and
players think? Piease let me know
10ur views.

We can acclaim Burlington
champions, and worthy champions.
So far the loss of Billy Iinney has
not caused them to lose their unbeaten
Teague certificate, but their most
severe test will be on February 28
when they meet the vastly-improved
FEnglish Electric,

The latter have had a fine run of
rine matches without a defeat and
are offering Bootle Y.M.C.A. a stout
challenge as to who will be the ultimate
Hnners-up.

BATTLE FOR POINTS

That fine sporting club Linacre,
have not had a happy New Year.
They have lost three of their recent six
matches, and although a capable side
they may not have the temperament
for the big cceasion. The zame five
plavera have played throughout the
season and even the rampant *flu conld
not break their ranks.

Hamilton Mission and Bath Street,
hoth useful sides, have slipped up on
necasion, while the four teams at the
foot of the tahle—Waterloo Park,
Waterloo Dock, Brenka, and Rafters—
are desperately batfling for points.

There i35 no dull end-of-the-season
atmosphere for them.
Choosing a team for the inter-

regional matches iz going to be the
hardest fagk I have ever had, Beyond
Marney Morrison, who would vou
sulect? Posteards with suggested
teams weleomed.

I will most certainly have to run
trial matches, for there are about 14
vlavers of equal performance. Jack
Lambert has offered to let us have his
¢Inh for trials. Many thanks, Jack.

Regarding our regional tournament,
thank vou for the grand support you
gave, You made mv job a pleasant
cne. There conld be one result—
slepess,

South Region.

Sayer’s Good Win

In Tourney
By Patricia Alcock

The South Regicn tournament, held
at the Cheshire Lines Cluly last month,
was a complete success, due to the fine
organisation of Secrelary Don Brown
wnd Referees A. Montgomery and D.
Holland.

The finals were well attended, and a
warm welcome was given to the
visitors, Billy Liddell and 1ddie
Spicer, the Liverpool footballers, wio
presented the prizes at the end, and
Mr. and Mrs, W. Stamp.

The best final was the men’s singles
hetween D, Saver (Wavertree 'Com-
munity) and T. Clarke (Y.M.C.A.).
(losely contested, the issue was in
doubt until .the ¢third game, when
faver used his forchand attack at every
gpportunity to achieve victory by 21-17.

Wavertree were again in the lime-
light when Mrs., E. Palmer beat my
sister Doreen to win the women’s

singles. It was a disappointing game
hecauze Doreen failed to use her
attack. Her play was a complete con-

trast to that when she beat Misz M.
Rubert, last vear’s ichampion, after
heing 20-17 down in the third game,.
Mrts. Palmer was the more confident
and used her attack for an 21-18 victory
'n the third game
DEUCE GAMES

Closest game of all, however, wag in
the ladies” doubles, when Miss Rubert
and Miss F. Hollis (Dunlops) beat
Doreen and myself. Tt was a game
which could have gone either way as
the score, 22-20, 22-24, 23-21, indicates,

The men's doubles was the only final
t: be decided in two straight. Lucem’s
K. Boden and W. Shepherd were never
ihreatened hv 1heir opponents. E.
Mandaluff and K. Cunliffe {Y.M.C.A),
winning 21-12, 21-15.

Mandaluff and Mrs. T}, Hughes
{Cheshire Lines} took the mixed
douhles from R. Porter and Miss M.
Green (Cheshire Lines) when, after
two close games, they won the third
21-14.

In the T.eague a surprising result
was Technical Students’ draw with
Tucem, when J. Swinten and J.
McTachlan each had two victories to
their eredit. This was revenge for

the 8-2 defeat Tueem inflicted on them
previously. although it must he noted
that the Gasmen played fwo reserves.
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Youth Division.
Great Win By
Birkenhead B.C.

By E. G. McGenity

The honours for this past month
must go te DBirkenhead Boyg’® Club
for their grand victory over the all-
conguering Hoylake, although it must
he said in fairness to the League
ieaders that their strength was depleted
by influenza,

This does not, however, detract from
the performance of the Birkenhead
Boys, who are nowadays scarcely
recognisable as the “‘Cinderella” team
vi & year or two ago.

Hovlake’s lapse set the stage for a
ding-dong battle in their game against
Rock Ferry St. Anne’s.  In this matceh,
on the result of which the League
rhampionship probably hung in the
l:alance, tbey played like champions,
and 8-2 in their favour was a fair
reflection on the play.

Outstanding waz the showing of
fonurteen-years-old Ivan Mackie. Play-
ing his first League game he gave a
most /promising display in winning
each of his tests with nonchalant ease,
and with proper coaching should go
a4 long way to achieving honours. Most
effective, too, for the Y.M.C.A. was .
Hall at No. 4. He has some mice
touches, although he had some anxious
moments before overcoming Michael
McGhee in the third set,

R. Price and A. Totty at Nos. 2 and
3 respectively, each won one and lost
one, hut none playved better than D.
11ilton at No. 1, whose ample propor-
tions seem to be no deterrent to his
skill. Table tennis ahility apart, T
admired most the tact and diplomacy
of Hilton, and Hoylake are fortunate
in possessing such an able leader.

St. Anne’s, minus Kelly and Harvey.
were up against it from the start, but
they kept trying right to the end. M.
Doherty was but a shadow of his best,
while V. Jones appeared to tire eon-
siderably when holding a substantial
third set lead against Hilton. MeGhee
was obviously lacking in practice, and
E. Redmond, despite occasional flashes
of brilliance, could make little impres-
sion an Tott¥ and Mackie,

B. Taw at No. 5 made a grand effort
against his more accomplished oppo-
nents, and he mav take encouragement
from the knowledge that he will meet
very few No. 4’s and 5’s of the calibre
of Hall and Mackie.

Criticismn Defended

I cannot let Mr. Hoelland’s letter on
my article go without a reply.

He asserts that my remarks on the
inability of young players to play the
half-volley is an oversimplification of
the position.  This would be correct
i1 that was all I had said, but he omifs
the points I put forward om working
hard at the game, learning from others
with experience, using their brains,
and the question of tactics. He
selects one point, ignores four others,

and then says the one is an over -

simplification.
He suggests Ron Rumjahn could
have heen England’s No. 1 if he had

rot preferred to play several -sports {-

My answer to that is that Ken Hyde
was England’s No. 1, and at the same
time a triple blue at the University
for tenmnis, cricket, and soccer. Don
Fonlis, despite excelling at tenhis and
roccer, also got Swaythling Cup

honours.
RECORD SPEAKS

With Bill Pierce we shall have to
wait and see, hut if any of the other
people he mentions ever win the Open
Merseysides Singles or get into the
Swaytbling Cup team, I fancy Mr
Holland will be just as surprised as
asnybody else.

My article was a comparison between
pre-war and post-war performances,
and T say again the record speaks for
itealf. All Mr. Holland can put
forward is our winning the Lancashire
League Third Division. We were
winning equivalent matches before 1939
with egional players, and those
mostly from the West.

Mr. Holland admits to an eclipse,
but there is a difference in our
approach. I have tried to point out
some of the reasons and remedies;
he prefers to leave it to the swing of
the pendulum, secretly hoping the
clock does not stop.—dJ. M. C. Hughes.

Continued from Page 1i.
YOUTHS’ SINGLES
Bemi-finals.—R. Cox (Wallasey Jrs)
beat A. Hynmes (8t. Joseph’s),
21-16, 17-21, 21°1%; D. Hilton (Hoylake
Y.M.C.A) beat D. A, Richards
{Wallasey Jrs.), 21-13, 21-18.
Final—Cox heat Richards, 21-15,

21-18.
YOUTHS’ DOUBLES
Final.—M. Donnelly (St. Joseph’s)
and J. Bordley (8t. Peter’s) beat D, A
Richards and G. T. Ravenecroft
(Wallasey Jre), 21-9, 21-16.
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Hints And Tips

By Peter Rumiahn

Add Top Spin To Your Attack

Attack iz the theme chosen by Peter .
Rumjahn for his article this month.
He tells how to apply topspin to the
forehand and backhand drive in order
to make the ball drop quickly and so
slay on the table, The forehand top-
spin shot, he adds, iz the one for
hitting the ball hard.

FOREHAND

There are various methods of excut-
ing this shot. Here is one—

Body position.—Just behind the
table, left shoulder towardg table, left
leg leading, right leg back about 14
inches,

i1—Bat and arm straight down and
slightly behind right thigh; bat facing
net,

2~—8weep upwards and forwards
until bat finishes above head. Elbow
is bent, and upper arm is raigsed to
make shot.

4.—Weight on forward foot.

5—When shot is perfected, wrist
can be flicked (Barna flick).

TIPS

The body must be positioned behind
line of flight of ball.

The ball is struck when forearm and
bat are vertically above elbow, during
sami-circular swing.

The ball must not be played before
it has comte level with the elbow.

Outward rotation of the arm during
ihe shot causes oblique hit and swerve

This is a very useful shot in doubles
as you do not need much room in
which to play it.

The service can be hit off the hall-

vollev if played earlier and more over
the bhall.

3,—8trike ball on underside when
level with body at arm’s length and
when just dropping from top of its
bounce,

4—Push off ball of right foot to
start the shot and transfer weight to
front feot at the end of the shot.
Obain a fresh position for the right
foot for each shot.

TIPS

Keep wrist still, bat and ferearm in
straight line.

The shot may he played with less
swing upwards by swinging the bat
forward and over the ball.

The ball may also be Struck (a) very
sarly after the hounce and (b) at the
top of the bounce, or instead of a full
arm swing, a short arm swing up and
forward from the elbow may be used.

BACKHAND

A most useful attacking shot over
the table.

1.—Right side towards table, with
richt shoulder and elbow forward and
near to the gide.

2—Arm action describes a semi-
circle from elbow joint, starting level
with baseline of table to 120 degrees

over elhow with automatic rotation of 26, EVERTDN RD., LPOOL, 5

forearm outwards. Bat, wrist, and
forearm in straight line.

3.—Rall is hit at top of bounce, with
side and topspin, and with forward
follow threngh., Bat strikes Dall

BRETHERTON'S

BRUSH—VACUUM

Chimney Cleaning

R
NO MESS!
NO PREPARATION!
NO CLEANING UP!
-

For prompt attention apply:—

Telephone: ANField 3510

chliquely,
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These Are Your Letters

HEADQUARTERS

Sir,—May I suggest that in future
Bill Pierce reads a letter thovoughly
l.efore replying.

In my letter 1 clearly stated I was
presenting the result of a survey of
opinion and ended by giving my
personal view.

If Bill wishes to bandy about my
hitherto good name to diseredit the
efferts of myseli and many similar
average players +who enjoy their
weekly mateh and odd practice, well
it's a free country, but T would like
0 know how 1 am supposed to react
io the appellation ‘‘British Sportis-
man,”  Mavbe T should turn Red, or
hide my head in shame, but strangely
enough 1'm proud of it and thankful

ti be numbered among themn. But
what are vyou, William—a  super-
sportsman?

A final word, T do not consider the
headquarters and magazine schemes
analogous. All get full wvalue for
money from the magazine. Tncident-

ally four wyears ago 1 suggested the
issue of a magazine and twelve-team
divisions, but Mr. Stamp turned down
hoth suggestions as impracticable.—
E. CAMERON (Victoria Park).

THREE POINTS?

Sir,—As an average player I would
like to make a few points in reply to
Rill Pierce.

1.—Our ¢lub is open three nights a
week and this is one more than most
memhbers can be present due to home

ties. Consequently on how many
nights could we visit the proposed
headquarters?

2.—1 happen to he the onlv member

of our club who works in the city—

one out of fifteen——and the only one
who could use the headquarters in
lunch hour. This would mean going
without my lunch. which T am not
prepared to do.

3—If 1 did happen to go to the
headquarters . T wonder if T could just

“walk up to Bill Pierce (I'm not a very

good plaver), and ask him for & game.
T think not. without waiting a long
time while he was playing with better
players himeself,

In .view of these points, how much
advantiage conld the normal Jplayer

take of a headquarters. We are not
opposed to the scheme, but we amw
cppoged 1o a2 compulgory subscription
for something which would be o
nogligible value to the plavers as an
individual.—0D. CAMERONN (Victoris
I*ark).

NOT NEGATIVE STROKE

Sir,—1In Januvary’s issue of
Tennis Digest,” Peter Rumpahn dis
mivsed the push ax “a negative stroke,
used to keep a rally going whilst wait-
ing for an opening.” Far be it from
me to contradiet such an infinitely
superior player, but I would like fo
voice my own opinion through you
rxccllent magazine,

Possibly, in Peter’s aggressive style
of play, the push is merely a temporary
expedient, to be used when all els
fails, but doeg this apply to the player
for whom his tips are intended? To
the novice. and the ordinary player,
Tike myself, desirous of improving his
Iimited game, and most ezpecially to
ihe up-and-coming voungsters, the
push ig one of the most important
airokes in the game; in faect, I shal
0 #o far as to say it iz the most
important of all,  Far from being used
as a negative stroke, while waiting for
arn opening, it should be used as s
very positive stroke
necessary opening.

The League coaching scheme, undar
the guidance of Bob Roherts, has pro
duced some excellent material, and
Targely as a result
there exists
potential talent among the voungsters,
Unfortunately, however, far too many
of them prefer to play the ‘“‘hit-hard
and-hope-for-the-best-game,”” and in my
apinion, the sooner they learn to push
a8 well as smash, the sooner will Liver-
pool regain its former glory in national
and international table tfennis.—J.
GONSELL (Birkenhead Y.M.CLA).

ONE PRICE ONLY

“Ro voun saw me kiss vour sister last
nicht?  Well, say nothing about it
Here’s half-a-crown.”’

Bohby teok the money, then gave
him sixpenee back, saying: ““Here's
your change, "one price to all,” is my
motto!”
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