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JACK SHARP LTD.

The Sports Specialists

Table Tennis equipment a Speciality
Championship Tables, Bats, Balls, Nets, Shoes and Clothing
All makes of named Bats and Tables supplied
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Tel.: ROYal 4793/4,

Prizes and Presentations at Competitive Prices
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(EVERTON VALLEY)
TELEPHONE: NORTH 1173.

FEstablished over 50 years.

Yr Watches, Fountain Pens, General Fangy Goods, Cutlery
+ Leather Goods, Wedding and Engagement Rings
9% Clocks sultable for Presentations

SPORTS & WHIST PRIZES A SPECIALITY
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COMMENT

Any review of the season, now reaching its conclusion,
would be incomplete without mention of the Balfour Club.
Their performance in winning every ivision in which
they had a team entered (five titles in all), is surely without
purallel in the League’s history. As we go to press, there is
alse more than the outside chance that they will add to
the list & number of the Challenge Cups, the Hyde already
hetnz safely installed in their keeping.
Another noteworthy feature of the season has been the
- excollent performances of some of the new Clubs, four of them
having gained promotion in the first season, namely Cadwa
AT Tattlewood’s, R.AF. (West Kirby), gnd Thorndale
“ A" Their players have made a teal contribution to the
plaving strength of the League.
With this issue, we complete our first season as the
official publication of the Liverpoo] and Distriet Table Tennis
Liesgue.  We would like to extend our thanks to the
regutar contributors, who have done a very sound job of
work, and to all 1hose who have writtenr to us on a variety
of topics.  In the first issue we asked for criticisms and
and suggestions for improving the ‘‘ Digest,”’ but the number ;
of such letfers have been extremely small, so you must
blame vourselves if we nssume that we have been giving you
: what vou want! T.et us remind you again, however, that
all suggestions or ideas will receive our most careful
runstderation.

As Fditors, the general co-operation of all concerned has
given us no small measure of satisfaction. Fhere have been
various vicissitudes, the ‘‘ Paper fastener issue” will
certainly never be forgotten by us, or one or two others
involved.

We sincerely hope, nevertheless, that the ' Digest ™
has done something to raise and strengthen the prestige of
the League, and to provide closer co-ordination and more
interest o its manyv members, Jduring its first year of life,

_ ’ _ )




From The Secretary’s Desk

Dance Down The

By W, Stamp

River In Royal Iris

On May 9th.

The response from the eclubs for
tickets for the Closed Championship
finals has heen very disappointing, and
i hope members will make application
through their secretarvies, or at Dingle
Vale School during the preliminaries
o1 bv writing direct to me.

The finals are heing played in the
large hall of the Y.M.CLA,, Mount
Pleasant, on Wednesdav, April 11,
commencing al 7.30. Armisslon 2s.
(first seven rows) and 1s. The hall
snraty 450, the seating iz tiered, and
cvervone has a comfortable tip-up seat.

Should vou not know until the last
moment whether yon are able to atiend,
pavmeni can be made at the door, but
it does give one a comforlable feeling
to know that our expenses at least have
heen covered by the advance sale of
tickets,

RIVER CRUISE

Arrangements have now been com-
pleted for the closing celebration of
our twentv-fifth anniversary season on
Wednesday, May 9. I have always
heen an advocate of a secial side to our
sport, and this occasion provides a
unique opportunity for players fo
meet other than in “deadly combat’’
across the green tahle, Who knows
vou my find that some of the opponents
vou met, and thought were as frigid as
the winter weather, may fturn out fo
bhe almost human.

Do not let it worry vou if you cannct
dance—neither can I, but T am look-
ing forward to an enjoyable evening
talking to old friends and making new
ones, and even partakine of fish and
chips, which can bhe obtained at the
saloon on board.

Among the other amenities are-a
huffet with a wide range of refresh-
ments—ices and minerals, a licensed
bar, and smoke-toom.  There is air
conditioning throughout, with glass-
enclosed decks affording abundant
observation points under cover, with a
public address system throughout the
vessel. Dancing will be to Reg.
Edwards and his orchestra, and there
will be spot prizes and competitions
in which all can join.

The “Royal Iris”’ has been specially
consiructed for eruising, being the only
boal of its kind in the world, and docs
not come into ¢ommission until the
end of April and we are probably the
firat private party to charter the vessel,
I¥ has a capacity of 1,000, therefore
no one should be disappointed among
onr players or their friends.

The cruise will be of three hours’
duration, and the hoat wlil be along-
side Liverpool Landing Stage at 7.10
p.., leaving at 7.30, calling at RHea-
comhe at 7.40 for our Wirral fricnds
We return to Liverpool 10.30 znd Sea-
combe 10.40, which is in good time for
everyone to obtain transport home.

The tickels are 4s. A card has
been sent to vour seeretary asking him
to  state your club’s requirements.
Will you econtact him, obtain them
direct from me at the Closed Cham-
pionships, or by sending a P.O. and a
stamped-addressed  envelope 1o 3.
Farmdale Close, Liverpnol 18

BROADER OUTLOOK

Your loyalty to your club and the
regular fulfilments of League fixtures
is something that is to be expeacted.
but T wonld like to take this oppor-
tunity of thanking vou all for sunvort-
ing our efforts to further table tennis
in this area, by wvour presence af fhe
Philharmonic Hall for the Merzeyside
Ovpen finals, the Eneland-Treland Tnter-
nrational, also the semi-finals and finals
of the Bartholomew, Hxde, and Read-
man Cup matches.

This is very encouraging to the
League officials, and T feel sure our
magazine has been the meansz of bhring-
ing us all into cloger contact and dis-
pelling that rather narrow outlook that
was developing, with a lack of inferest
in what ‘“the other chap” was doing.
There are signs that the happy spirit
of comradeship which existed through-
out the League in pre-1939 vears ic
returning, and T am of the opinion that
the ** Digest’™ is plaving no small part
in bringing this about. Long may it
continue the good work, and it is on
thiz hopeful note that T take leave of
von until next seasan.

2
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The Ten Or Twelve Controversy

Consideraly.e  imlerest has  been
arouszed on the question of 12 or 10-
teamn  divisions. In the following
My, W. Stamp, the League secretary,
puts the pros and cons to enable
iembers to pul the problem in its
BYUDAT perspective.

In pre-war years, when we had 12
{eams per division, the season com-
menece;l at the beginning of Oectober
and emnded eatly 1n April, but two
ceeky w.re allowed for Christmas and
Mew Ycear and none for Cup Competi-
tions.

Due to the growth of the League
the Regions now have three weeks for
preliminary and first rounds of the
i adman and Hyde Cups, and a week
cach for the Merseyside Open, Regional
Tournaments, Cup Iinals, Merseyside
“lozed and Christmas, which with 18
T.earue matches, makes a season-of 26
weeks,

Tncreasing to, 12 teamg would require
30 weeks, and taking next season as an
cxample we would begin on October 1
and finish on April 26,

HOLIDAY DIFFICULTY

Application forms are at present
went our early in Augnst and a month
allower for their return, because secre-
taries and players may be on holiday.
1 has been suggested that the zeason
hould begin in September, which
would mean forms gomg out in July,
a more difficult month from the hali-
davs point of view. ag well as from the
fact that many members are engaged
ir summer sports and not in contact
with their clubs.

The handbook has to be out at least
three to four davs before the beginning
nf the season, and at least three weeks
allowed for allocating teams, arranging
fixtures, printing and proofing.

This season there were 21 alterations
ot mateh nights between the hand-
hook  going  to  press and being
nublished, because secretaries did not
know when some of their members
would be at nighf school. Members
attending night school must know in
advance the nights they will be avail-
able for table tennis. for it is almost
impossible to fit hoth in on the one
night,

Tt must he clearly established that
rext season no alterations of match
rights or secretaries can be allowed
after the handhooks have gone to press

3.

anid clubs inusi airvange o hold their
annual meetings before League appli-
vation forms are returnable,

To increase the Divisions and
Regions to 12 teams would make
necessary four extra matches for every
ieam; some reolganisation of the whole
lieague programime, and an extension
of the season unless there were sonie
reductions in Cup obligations. Bug-
gestions to overcome these difficuitics
without prolonging the season are:——

CUP LIMITATIONS

Clubs to be limited to one team in
each: Cup for which they are eligible
{an analogy is quoted that Football
Teague teams cannot enter their
regerve sides in the F.A, Cup).

Confine the Readman Cup to one
team per club, plus any additional
team playing in the First and Second
B visina.

No week to be dllowed for Regional
Tournaments in the divisions' andd
women’s fixtures.

Allow one week for Cup-ties, com-
pared with three at present. This
may tend to be hard on First and
Tecond Division teams with hopes of
winning a Cup. but consideration must
he givern to the bulk of the clubs
who do not progress far in Cup Com-
petitions.

It I'as heean suggested that the season
~ould  he cenfined 1o 27 weeks by
having 22 weeks for League matches,
two weeks for the first and seecond
roundg of the Readman and Hyde
Cups. and one week each for the
Vlergevside Open and Closed, with the
Regional Tournaments and the first
ronnd of the Maxwell Fyfe Cup in the
sume weck,

Other sueggestions are for Divisions
{ 2 and 3 ifo be constitufed as at
nresent. with Division 4 (Liverpool)
and Tivision 4 (Wirral), the Tatter
tn inelude the strong elements from
Pirltenhepd and Whallagev at present
in the West Reeion. No  second
Hyisinne in the Regions exeept the
Wast as oceasion demands.

Divisions to bhe renamed Premier
and A B.C. and D. if nocessarv, making
five divisions in all.

This would tend to hrine more Wirral
clubs over this side hnt this euts both
wa ¥4, as Liverpool rlubs have to travel
for. return fixtures. and if it makes for
a higher standard of table tennpis—
well, isn’t that our aim.

{Continmed of P. 4)




First Division,

By G. Williams.

Most Of The Thrill Had Gone

Elsewhere in this issue vou will find
the completed leaguc tables, and a
report on the Readman Cup final, and
T do not, therefore, propose to
enumerate the positions of the cluhs
in the Iirst Division.

Sufficienl to extend to Balfour con-
ugratulations on remaining in the top-
ntost positions from the heginuing to
the cond of the season, and remaining
linbeaten in league matches, and {o
Rafters on winning the Readman Cup,
and being the only 1eam to beat Balfour
in any match during the season.

At the other end of the scale, Anfield
and African Oil appear appear to be
doomed to a spell in the Second Divi-
sion, hut will no doubl give strong
stiipport to the proposal for the increase
in twelve teams per division.

When the season started T had high
hopes of really thrilling hattles for all
positions, not. only the championship,
but T regret to say that what interest
there has heen has been maintained by
the ““bottom dogs’™ only.

STRANGE TEAMS

Strange and varied have bheen the
teams which have turned out in some
of the matches, tending to make the
Mivigion a real hil-and-miss business.
While the influenza epidemic caused
zcme surprise results through teams
honouring their engagements while at
reduced strength, 1 think that it would
have heen more in the interests of the
game, and the division in particular,
it a few postponements had taken
place.

New blood is urgently required in the
division to revive the competitive spirit
—most of the matches are merely soeial
functions with nothing whatever fto
cause any excitement, and while some
people condemn it as “ pot-hunting,”
giveg me the team which always intends
in he at the top.  After all, the purpese
~f the leagne is lost without that will
{10 win,

Perhaps it is that the majority of
those plaving in the division have been
doing =0 for so long that they are
kiage, and to remove this attitude T
would suggest that the relegatiom of
four teams instead of the present two,
and so give more teams the chance of
premier status. No harm could he
done. and a little encouragement in
fhis direction might do a lot of good
for the tahle fennis of Liverpool.

4.

CREATE OPTIMISM

Yiriking a brighter note, those who
have some cause for optimism include
Rov Jones (Homecroft), who has
hesten almost everyone of note in the
division; A. Lawson (Anfield), who
improved by leaps and bounds early
in the scason, but has since faded
somewhat; W. Harris (Balfour A",
row playing better than ever hefore:
and R. Royle (Oakhill), who mnever
dreams of giving up.

A special word to those of 15th
Crosby Scouts, who replaced missing
“ gtars.”” and were virtually fed to the
lions.

There remains one feature in which
ihe First Division ean show its real
enthusiasm, and that is the river cruise
cn May 9. when T hope there will be no
absentees.

(Continued from P. 3)

Tt has heen inferred that T am
cpnosed to the 12-teams scheme, but
I')ke other members of the Manage-
men Committee mv main concern is
that we do the hest for the League in
the furtherance of the pame. T am
opnosed to the season heing extended
te 30 weoks, and while T can see the
arenments in favour of inereasing to
12 eoncessiong will have to be made
re~arding extra weeks for Cup-ties
which affeet fewer clubs as each round
is nlaved).

T feel that many clubs will welcome
ihe faert of not having to enfer every
tepmny in every cup, partienlarly where
thov have two or more teams, buf if
st he vemembered fhat restricting
~ntries means an increage in eup fees.
This wag a probabilif+ next season
nwing to the inereased cost of medals.
nt it will become a necessity if the
ne anggestinns are agreed.

A sub-commitice has been appointed
10 consider these new proposals, which
will he circulated with the notice con-
vening the A.(G.M., at the end of May,
and it would he-a help if we could
have anv constroetive suggestions from
clubs. Wil secretaries therefore send
me anv ideas thev may have so that
{hev can be conzidered.

Thiz being the last issue for this
senson of the “ Digest,” any corres-
rondence on this matter or in connec-
1irn with the magazine should be sent
to me at 3. Farmdale (lose, Tiver-
noal 18,

T e
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Second Division,
Fine

To complele my sunmimaries of our
division’s t.ams there remains Birken-
head Y.M.CLAD A They dropped
from the First Division last season
without having gained a point, but this
season have had greater snceess, finigh-
ing in the midlle of the divizion after
having played many interesting games,

Thrir arplpst SUCCOFREs were
“doubles” against Aigbarth and the
Police and three points frem the I.C.1.
On top of their average success in
Teacis» matehes thevy have done quite
well in the cun competitions.

In the Readman Cup they fought
two drawn matehes with Anfield 7A”
eplyv losing by two games on the agere-
cate scores.  The Maxwell Fyfe Cup
brought ereater suceess, for thev
reached the spini-Anal, buft let thig
mateh azainst Wallasey Juniors slip
throueh their fingerg after leading 4-2.

The season has now closed, and the
rackoning srrived, so let us reflect on
the gehicvnents and disappointments
tl:at have befallen our leams.

STEADILY UPWARDS

the top Bihby's and Acacia siand
rear h for promotliou to the First Divi-
«irn.  To them this means more than
arnlipary promotion—it is an achieve.
ment which T think is unione, Bibhy's
bave heen promofed each vear since
startine four vears ago in the North
Rogion. and Acacia, ex Ministrv of
Supplv, have heen promoled yearly
sinee starting in Recon< Divigion West
Raainn five vears ago. T do not think
rither will go throneh the First Divi-
sinon in similar fashion. but T am anre
thrv will hold their own.

Renrath them Homecroft.
Anfi~'d and Birkenhead Y.M. fought
hard, hu! con?d not make the erade.
Cadwallader’s departure for the Forces
weakened Bootle in the lact few games.
and if Lijinskv had assisted Anficld
#11 =eason their position would have
heen higher.  Homecroft and Birken-
head Y.M. could not win their way
hack fo the premier division at their
first attempt, but no doubt will he in
ithe rmanine next season.

Roatle,

I.C.I. bad their usnal average season,
with a little urge towards the end, but
Oakhill, Police and Algcburth disap-

Promotion

By K. Baldock.

Records
pimtad. 1 caanot understand why
Galhill fell away, hut in the other
crsag 1 o oshortase of @ood rescrves

2l practice that made the difference.

In cun competitions two teamg stand
out—Acacia, by reaching the semi-final
of the Resdman aftor overcoming 156th
Croghy, and African Ol only to lose
to Rafterq 7-%: an:d Bootle, by rea-l-
ing the semi-final of the Maxwel! Fxfe.

ANFIELD PROTEST

Sir—I wish to protest against the
article in February’s *° Digest,”” written
by K. Baldock, and headed * Taciic:
That Have Not Paid.”

This has very much upsect the hovs
in the team mentioned, Tt iz a com-
1lete travesty of the facis, and I can
assure you that the “A™ team has
ut all times played in strict numerical
strength.

We have never discussed tactics, and
though many times we have known the
composition of our opponents. we have
never plaved aur team out of g true
crder aceording to form,

My club welcome eriticiam, whether
i is for or against, but we want it to
be just and true. Mr, Baldack has
tiisused the freedom of the macazin~
te vaunt hirg own personal prejudiee
against our club.

Our memhers are 100 per cent. in
favour of the maeazine. and zee in it

the chance to bind all clubs closer '

1orether and bring about a happy and
tolerable atmesphere, not onlv with the
cinbg, but with the League and its
officinls, but all this can be chanwed
i mischievons  articles are mot
censored. —R. GRAY (Anfiel 1}

K. Baldock comments:—“ Of course
T do not know if the Anfield club dis-
cussed tactics or not. but the record of
their “ A"’ team seemed to indicate it.

Here it ig: Charnock plaved 1, 2. 3
and 4: Maher plaved 2, 3, 4 and 5:
T.awless Dlayed 3. 4 and 5; Bintlev
ctarted No. 5 and jumped to No. I:
Tewis started at 5. went to 2, and then
3. May I sav that tactics are quite
legal and not poor sportsmanship as
manv helieve, T cannot understand
Mr. Gray’s reference to “ personal
prejudice.”” T have no bias, and never
hsve had anv againsl the Anfield
clnb.”

_




Third Division

Little

Another season of Leugue warfare
has now passed into the chsecurity of
the record books.  Rarly scason hopes
have been realised or shattered, repu-
lations made, enhanced, diminished or
broken. The toil and sweat, the
iriumphs, the disgraces, the journeys
out, the rushes home, the cups of tea,
all are fast fading memories.

By E. Cameron

it is a grand game this table tennis.
How we love to win; how we scheme
1¢ avenge eatly season setbacks, but
how gften we fail. some of us can
no longer co-ordinate our ideas and
actions, due, perhaps, to the relentless
march of time: others fail to even get
the ideas.

Liverpool looks in vain for a pros-
pective world champion in our midst,
We blame the table, the net, the ball,
the lighting, the floor, the luck or foul
service for our shorteomings, but how
we enjoy it all.

But enough soliloguising. Let us
reflect on the final reaults of the zeason,
Our chief henours go to Bohs., who
reallv did not look like heing displaced
ax  Leaguc leaders after their early
season sucecess at Hovlake.,

FOUGHT HARD

Hoxlake also deserve every credit.
They fought hard, but were not quite
omqual te the task of overtaking the
non-faltering Bohs. Te both Ken
Jonez and Bert Harkness, the rival
captains, and to their men we say:
“Well done; we hope ¥ou enjoved your
short stay with us in Division 3 and
we wish ‘vou every sucdess in the
higher sphere next season.”

Wallasey must come high up on the
Iist for back-patting. At the time of
writing they look prohable Maxwell
Frfe Cup winners. We hope they
pull it off, but win or lose they are a
great credit to our division.

It is not possible to mention all teams,
Livex proved themselveg a eut above
the average when 'at full strength;
Waertroe were the most improved feam
at the season’z end, hut the margin

Between

All

between oven the almost invincible
Bohs. and lowly Rafters was not great.

Our teams aquitted themselves
well in Cup-ties by accounting for five
&¢cond Division sides.

Of  individuals T rated H. 10
Vanehan, of Hovlake, top, with one
match to go he had lost but four sets
piaying No. 2. Ken Jones and D.
Young, of Bohs,, with four losses cach
plaving’ Nos. 3 and 4 respectively,
follow, with G. Ball (Hoylake No. 3)
six losses and . Lawson (Livex No. 1)
seven losses, also deserving honourable
mention.

Teams

Finally, may T say how I have
enjoyed writing for you, and trust you
have equally enjoved reading your
divisional news.)

COACHING...

is the way to success

Teo Rumiaun

ENGLISH INTERNATIONAL
Registered with ET.T.A.

will improve your play

Club or Private Lessons c¢an be
arranged at

64, CHURCH ROAD,
ROBY °

Telephone: HUYTON 226

—_— et e
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Fourth Division.

By dJ. Griffiths.

Issue In Doubt Till End

Another grand season has come to
an end and we have had to wail until
the last week to hail the champions.
Congratunlations to Balfour “ B on
winning the their  first
season in this division, dropping onlv
five ponts, including one defeal. They
had to bhzat off a strong challenge
from 8t. Michael’s, and at the same
time they were defeaiing Second und
Third Division clubs to get to the final
of the Maxwell Fvie Cup.

I hope Messrs. Gill, Huyton, Wild-
bload, Jones and Oxlade can add this
tiophy to their League honour for it
will be richly deserved. They fielded
the same side in nearly every match,
and these five players, though always
out to win, played every game in a
sportsmanlike way.

League in

Qt. Michael’s, who have had one of
their hest-ever seasouns, and were
League leaders for the best part of the
season, slipped up at the most erité al
time, and have had to he contant with
the rnnerz-up position,

BUSY WEEK

The extra matehes involved in get-
ting lo the last four of the Readman
Cap, and the last eight of the Maxwell
Fvfe was probahly the reason for
dropping points when baving to play
four matches in one week. Unbanten
untit the last match ,of the season
thevy went down six sets to four at
Dunlops, who were also the oniy team
to lower the colours of Balfaur “B.”

The Readman Cup march of St
Michael’s was expected to come to an
end when they met Nivision 1 leaders.
Balfour, in the semi<final, but the
evperts who loreeast a len sets vietory
to Palfonr came unstieek, Thongh
hraten  thev were not disgraced and
came awav  with  two  sets—Gowar
defeatine Davies and Wosfon heatine
Fileen Mansell,

The Wallasey team, Kingswayv.
alwavs a grand &0 to watch, mav jusf
miss promation this vear. but with the
same nlavers next season shonld he »
difficult side to heat,

The two bottom eluhbs, Atghurth <“ A ™

-

and Holme Hey (though nine poinis
separated them) will find thin»s mo
fo their liking in the South TReglor
Atgburth “ A” had a reallv had season.
not being able to pick up one solitary
npoint. :

Ontstandine plavers in this divisio
were F. Davies (Dunlop*. & Go-
+5t. Michasl’sy, J Seddon {Wateri~o
Docky, A. Simpson (Port Sunlight O
Bovs), and E, Wall {Holme Hew).

I am compelled to cat my own words
when T wrote in the first igsue that the
division wasn't as strong as la<
season. The play of most teams
especially the Cun  vperformances of
Balfour “ B’ and 8t. AMichael’s. hav-
proved me wrong.

Thavking all secretaries and captains
for their co-operation and hospitalify
when visiting their cliths,

Look!

Modern

Table Tennis
by JACK CARRINGTON

Trainer of the 1949 World
' Champion, Johnny Leach.

This book contains all that the
aspiring champicnship player wishes
tn know. ‘The author, himself a
player of international repute, has set
out simply and caréfully, a complete
crurse of scientific table tennis in-
struction, Tt will start the beginner
on the right lines and the experi-
enced player will improve his game
immensely. TFully illystrated with
diagrams and action photographs.
Price 6s. net.
You can get this book from your
local bookshop. it is not in stock
give the title, author, price and
publisher to your bookseller. who will
be glad to get a copy for you

G. Bell & Sons Lid. London

.




Cup Depended On

Last Game

By J. H. C. Hughes

In winning the Readman Cup by
heating Baliour 6-4, after being down
¢-4, Rafters had much-lo thank their
captain, Erie Caird, and Ron. Grayson,
for they obtained four of Rafter’s six
wins.

It was a fnatch full of interest,
shock, and some untchearsed humour,
with the resylt in donbl to the last
game.

Balfour  hegan  well with Reg.
Hetherington beating Peter Rumjahn
23-21 in the third game. Hetherington's
steadinesg and fighting gunalities pull-
ing him through in & game that was
always tense. Grayson levelled by
beating Norman Jones in a game
marked by wild mistakes more than
winning shots.

Les Davies’ whirlwind penholder
attack beat Ron, Rumjahn two
straights, but 1 felf Rumjahn, though
getting to 20 in the second game, knew
little of what was happening.

Rafters again levelled when Eric
Caird  hamboozled Dennis  Caldwell
with a weird variety of shots, mixed
with an entertaining patter and dance
act, so that halfway came with Balfour
leading 3-2. ‘due to Eileen Mansell
heating Bill TLamb convineingly in
two straight.

On resuming Balfour went to 4-2,
when .Jones beat Tamb without much
{rouble, and then we saw Grayson’s
backhand attack get through against
some good defensive play by Caldwell,
slthough hig lively flick would he
effective 1f nsed less often. '

Caird’s combination of table tennis
and blarnev were too much for Eileen
Mansell, whom he beat two straighs,
and Rafters went into the lead for the
for the first time when Ron. Rumjahn
heat Hetherington after 5 hard three
sets hattle.

B0 to the last event. If Davies
comld reproduce hig earlier form Bal-
four would win on games. but it was
rather an anti-climax, for, though
Davies got awavy to a good start,
thanks to Peter Rumjahn’s three fault
serveg 10 the first five, he never struck
hig form, and Rumjahn had little
difficnlty in winning, 21-18, 21-12.

Bibby’s Were Not
Disgraced

By Margaret Lindner,

In congratulating Rafters on win-
niing the Bartholomew Cup for the ithird
vear in suceession, thus creating a new
record, I would like to pay tribule lo
Pibby’s on their good fight.
ot two of their players had taken hotfer
advantage of their opportunities the

score might have been closer. As it
wans, Doreen Fogg's worry that her
teamn might not give Rafters a good
gAanme was TNTCCessary.

If one

One of the most exciting and erncial
sets was hetween Dorothy Ball and
Olwen Southall, when Dorothy had
17-13 advantage in the third game.
Olwen, however, nothineg daunted, and
making good use of both backhand and
forehand drives, took the next =six
pointg to eventually win 21-13.

Bluey May’s defence was much too
steady for Joyce Cooke, who was
templed to keep attacking. No doubt
Bihby's were keeping their {ingers
crossed that Jovee would vepeat her
recent win over Bluey in a League
mateh,  Joyvee had her conzolation,
however, when she acconnted ~for
Pinkie May, due maiunly to sound back-
hand defence and oceasional surprise
hackhand drives.

(iladvs Brown, plaving confidently.
wrn  both her sets by her excellent
nlacing and attack to hoth wings and
aond use of the backhand.

Pat Grundy, after a slow start,
nlaved well to win 21-8 in the third
came against Marjorie Bannister, and
Kav Rumiahn musi have felt pleased
that she also did her sharc by beating
Dorothy Ball in straight games.

Doreen plaved well to take Pinkie
fo three games. but was not quite so
happy plaving Bluey, to whom she
inst in straighl games.

After the mateh ‘the trophy iwas
presented to the winners hy the donor.
our President, with a promise of a
firther presentation of a replica az a
permanent record of their hat-trick.

Finallv, a compliment to hoth teams
(eomplete with clnb hadges) on their
smart appearance.
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Balfour’s Hyde Cup
Victory

BY K. BALDOCK.

Congratulations to Balfour “C" on
winning the Hyde Cup. Their 6-4
vietory over Lucemn, at - [littlewood's
Cluh, was merited and was achieved
by good all round play, and so we zaw
Don Foulis, chairman- of the League
and lLucem’s caplain, hand the cup
over to his rival, Jim Dickenson.

The match b(‘p:fin with the respective
No. 2’3, Shepherd (Lucem)} and Rouney
{Balfour). Shepherd apprared to
enjoy¥ hetug in arrears, and though he
fook the first game 22-20 he let the
others slip, 21-19, 21-17.

Ex-international loulis then showed
th:  value of experience to bheat
Townsend. though the Balfour plaver
made some deft. touches in the first
Fame,

Balfour’s 3, 4 and 5 showed a notice-
able style in their plav. Dickenson
counteractsd  Shone’s defetnice  with
defence, but finallv lost 21-18 in the
third: Critechley went straight into
altack against Boden and never let the
resitlt be in doubt. and Jones, meeting
Lucem’s penholder Burng. found him-
self 14-6 down, but by mixing defence
with attick turned fhe came to win
2116, 21-18. 8o the interval arrived
with Balfor leadine 3-2.

VITAL POINTS

Shone  and  Critehley opened  the
second half, and Shone should have
won il he had not foolishly thrown two
noints away at 20-all in the first, but
Critchley  persevered  with  strlish
attack to win the third game 21.16.

Now the battle really devéloped,
with Feulis intent on retrieving the
position for Tmcern acainst a  deter-
mined  Roonex, Thev  sea-sawed
through two games, 21-15, 19-21, but
Foulis. 13-7 behind in the third. by
thouehtful play brought the game
cound to win 21-19,

Thi< mmav have inspired Burns, for
he set abant Dickensen in no uncertain
manner to win 21-18, 21-14, Boden’s
jimpiness  might  distract many
plavers, hut not Jones, who defend'ed
well {0 win 21-16, 21-16.

Tn the final set Shepherd knew he
neaded  to win 1wo  =traight while
Tawnzend knew {haf one game would
zuffice. but the latter took no chances,
and after an interesting first game
sotilnd  the jrene by winning 21-14.
21-12.

9.

These Are Your
Letters

UP AND DOWN PLAN

Sir—I would like to support the
proposal of 12-team divisions.  In my
cpinion the season should not come
te an end uniil April and this iz not
possihle under the present system.

May I also suggest a three-up and
threz-down promotion and relegation
the divisions and two up
fromu fthe regions to the Fourth Divi-
sion. - This  would  automatically
ensure a new Fourth Division every
season, with the exception of one feam,

ond would "give more rogional teams
the opportunity of rising to the Third
Iivision.

stheme for

In this way they would be sure of
vlayving different opposition instead of
the same teams, a3 they do now, year
after vear, with ‘the result, poss;bly, of
4 higher "standard of player in the
regions.—3M. COOKE (Bath Street).

PLAY “EXTRA TIME”
Sir.—Yonr
timely,

February comment was
for last week my elub, Lucem,
hecamne apparently the second team to

reach a Cup final by a points margin-—
twelve in our case.

As vou say this is not very satis.
factory to us and even less to our
cpponents, Bronze Sports, with whom
we would willingly have replaved the
tie if the rules had permitted.

However, if semi-finals and finals
must be decided on one meeting a more
sat’sfactory method would be to play
“extra time '™ by pairing off in play-
ing order and each couple plaving one
aame, It would also enable the
respective No. 4’s to have a go
at each other—a chance not afforded
hv normal routine.

Time would seem to he the only
argument against this suggestion, but
surely that could be remedied by start-
inv, say, 15 minutes earlier and cut-
ting the interval shorter—W. TI..
SHTEPHERD (Lucem?,

g

R T g——



FINAL LEAGUE TABLES

Compiled by F. R. MOORE

First Division

WOMEN—First Division

P.W.I.D F. A D P.W.I. D.F, A P,
Jalfour Inst. ... 18 16 0 214040 34 Balfour ............ 18 16 0 214733 34
Homecroft ..., ... 18 i2 3 311268 27 Rafters ............. 18 16 1 114040 33
Raficrs A7 ... 8 9 5 410872 22 Alcburth ........... 1511 6 110575 23
Railers ... 18 9 7 28684 20 DBibbys ... 18 9 6 3998121
~Ii'head Y.ALLCLA, 18 8 6 4 83 87 20 Qakhill ............ 18 8 9 18793 17
Oalchill . 18 7 8 & 87 83 17 Homecroft ..., 18 7 9 28793 16 1
15th Croshy ... 18 6 8 47410616 Boeotle C.I. ... 13 610 2 7210814 :
Lallour A" ... 18 2 9 77510511 C.L.C. ... 18 4 12 2 59312110
Miriean Oi1 ... 18 313 260120 8 Anfield ............. 18 213 3 58122 7 i
Anfield ..o 18 114 355125 65 Wav, C.C. ... 13 214 1 48132 b "
Second Division Second Division
Bihhvs o 43 112456 29 Ralters A" ... 18 156 1 214040 32
Acacia 122 412357 28 Litilewoods ... 18 16 2 013545 32
Homeeroft . 10 4 4108377 24 Aigbhurth “A> |, 18 14 3 113743 29
Bootle Y. M.C.A. 105 3 47 83 25 Domestic M. ...... 18 9 7 210971 20
Anfield 9 5 410278 12 Oslerley ............ 18 8 6 410179 20
~ B$’head Y.ML 18 8 b6 4 96 84 20 \[msley Hilt ... 18 7 9 2 958516
1.1, ... 18 6 9 3 8298 15 T 18 4 12 2 6511510
()akhill AV .18 511 27810212 Lll‘r]ewooda YA 18 515 0 5812210
LPAS ... 18 113 4 63127 6 &t Josephs ... 18 215 1 32148 &
Aghurth . 18 017 137143 1 P, Sunlight ...... 18 116 2 261564 4
Third Division SOUTH.—First Division
Bohemians ... .. 1817 1 013842 34 Lweem ... 18 17 0 114535 35
Hovilake Y.M. 18 14 2 212951 30 Wav. C.C. “A” . 18 16 2 013446 32
Wall Jra, ..., L1813 3 212456 28 Ipool YM.CA, 18 13 4 113050 27
Livex .............. 1811 5 211169 24 Victoria Pk, A” 18 10 6 211070 22
Wavertree C.C... 18 7 9 28389216 Fhn Mall Dr. ... 1810 7 1 98 82 21
Dakhill “B” ... 18 6 11 1 6811213 Aicburth M. ... 18 8 10 0 87 93 16
Victoria Park ... 18 511 2 7410612 Techn. Stads. ... 18 710 1 84 96 15
Westfield ......... 18 512 1 70110711 C.L.C. “A™ ... 18 315 054126 6
Nomestie M. ... . 18 213 352128 7 Mossley il ... 18 315 0 34146 6
Rafters “B*" ... 18 013 H46134 5 Aigburith “B” ... 18 018 0 24156 0
Fourth Divisieon N Second Division
Balfour “B”" ...... 18 14 1 312051 31 FEivex “A” ... 18 16 0 214436 34
S8t. Micheals ... 18 11 1 613248 28 Cadwa “A” ... . i85 3 012555 30
Kingsway ......... 1812 2 211367 26 Tl.ucem A ... 18 11 4 311862 25
CL.C 18 10 5 3998125 Lpl Y.M. A" .18 10 5 311268 23
Thmlop . 18 9 7 2978520 Wav. C.C. “B” 18 9 7 2 98 82 20
—F, Sunlieht O.B. 18 7 8 3 90 8 17 &t WMichaels “A” 18 9 8 110575 19
Waterlog Dack ... 18 6 10 2 82 98 14 TDunlop A" . ... 18 8 9 1 86 94 17
FEdwardians ... 18 5 11 2 7210812 Ajeburth “C” ... 18 315 0 43137 6
Holme-Hev . . 18 312 363117 @ Deaf Inst, ... 18 216 0 45135 4
Aighurth A7 .18 018 0 151656 0 C.1.C. “B” ... 18 1 17 0 241h6 2
EAST—First Division EAST--—-Second Division
Ralfour ¢ ... 18 18 0 015525 36 Balfour “D ... 18 14 0 413347 32
Bohemians “A” 18 16 2 012654 32 Pohemiang “B” 18 13 2 312258 20
Qsterlev ... 18 11 5 211367 24 Roby Y.C. .18 13 2 312258 29
Anfield “B” ... .. 18 9 6 311070 21 R.AF.A, (Lpl) .18 8 7 310377 19
Taxes ... 18 9 6 310476 21 Fast Wavertree 18 8 8 2 04 86 18
Cadwa ... 18 7 9 2928816 NADBDUK., ... 18 7 9 2710416
African (il “A”" 18 7 11 0 7410614 Osierley “A” 18 510 37011013
€t Barts. ..., 12 511 26311212 Fdwardians “\” 18 612 0 7410612
Westfirld “—\” .18 116 1 32148 3 Oskhill] “C” ... 18 314 158122 7
St Alovsins o, 18 017 125155 1 TBohemians (™ 18 215 1 48132 5
10.
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LEAGUE TABLES

WEST—.First Division

PW.IL.D F. A P,

Wall, Jnrs. “A™ 18 14
Thorndale ......... 18 14
Bronze Sports ... i8 13

5. Josephs (Bhd) 18 12
B'head Y.M, Jrs. 18 8
Claremont ........ 1§ 7
I3'lhead Co-op, .. 18 4
~ Viclory Social .. 18 4
Creep lnn ,........ 18 4
Wall. Motors ... 18 1

00 1 I QU CN e

12

Secoend Division

~Cosco ................ 1816 (
urrowdale ... 18 13 3
T’lake Y. M, “A” 18 13 3
Rt Peter’s Ll 1811 3
Kingsway “A... 18 10 8
Ciaremount ““A™. 1§ 8 ¢
~8%. Mary & Paul 18 5 12
Creep Inn “A”... 18 4 12
&5t Joseph’s A7 18 2 15
Vernons ............. 181 17
Third Division

Thorndale “A”... 18 14 1
~ Thingwali ... 1813 2
~ Cozeo A" 18 12 4
Purrowdale “A”, 18 12 5
~ Port. Sunlicht | 18 11 6
Wall Motors <A’ 18 6 11
RBurrowdale “B 18 5 11
Creeyy Inn 13,0 18 4 12
(Maremount. “R* 18 4 12
- Coreo R L 18 0© 17
Fourth Division

EAV. (WK)Y ... 1817 1
~ Whead Jes. “A” 18 17 1
~RAFA (Bhd. 1810 5
Thorndale “B”... 18 10 6
- Neston OB, ... 18 8 7
~Y.W.C.A. (B'hd) 18 6 9
- Prenton Mths, ... 18 6 10
Wall Inrs, “B”... 18 5 11
<P Sunlight “A” 18 3 14
~ Thingwall “AV... 18 0 18

NORTH

Farlington ... 18 17 1
Dootle Y.ML “A™ 18 14 2
Fugiish Eleetric., 18 11 3
Linacre AL C. 1810 6
Tlamillon Mis. .. 18 9 6
Rath Street, ... 18 9 8
Waterloo Park ... 18 3 12
Dremka ... e 8 212
Waterlon D, “A™ 18 3 14
Rafters (" ... 18 115

312753 31
112060 29
211961 28
211862 26

214535 34
212753 28
112258 27
411565 26
011169 26
1 96 84 17
17110911
2 6211810
126154 5
026154 2

313248 31
313347 29
212258 26
111862 25
110080 23
18298 13
2 77103 12
2 5912110
2 5712310
121159 1

016317 34
012951 34
310080 23
93 82 22
79101 19
81 99 15
72108 14
7410612
68122 ¥
24156 0

SN

013446 34
218555 30
411565 26
10971 22
96 84 21
10080 19
63117 9
65115 8
64116 7

2
3
1
3
4
1
2 45135 4

Our Chairman

Takes Stock

By D. M. Foulis

This sixth issue marks the end of
the first geason as far as the “ Digest ™’
is concerned—a suitable oceasion then
for mental stocktaking.

To say that the League magazine
has been a popular success is to make
an under-statement, and the greatest
credit is due to the Hon, Editors—
Jack Pattison and Des. Loughrey—the
printers, Bill Stamp, and all others,
who have worked so hard.

As in other success stories, there is
usyally a cloud or two, and with us
it is finance. We shall show a loss
of about £20. This despite the follow-
ing facts:—

The Hon. Editors and contribu-
tors do all the work for us ** gratis.”

The helpers who have addressed

some 7,500 envelopes, placed an
equivalent number of magazines
therein  and stamped the said

envelopes, do s0 ag a ‘“ labour of love.”

It will probably surprise the majority
of the members of the league to learn
that this work has invelved for those
who have done if, a eonsiderable
amount of time each month. Indeed
cne or two of these have had to get
time off their own work 2o as to be able
lo get the magazine to the members
in good ‘time.

So, as you read yvour copy just give
a vote of thanks to all those who have
worked so hard to bring it to vou each
month,

And now—about that loss! You
have two more opportunities this
zepson to help us to wipe it out and
make it possible to give you an even
hetter and bigger magazines next
SEASKOTL,

See you at the “ Closed ** and on the
tiver cruise!

YOUTH

PW.L.D. F. A, P.
Hovlake Y.M.... 1816 2 014535 32
Birkenhead B.C....18 16 3 012654 30
ILF, St. Annes... 18 13 5 011862 26
Ashville ... 18 13 5 011763 26
P’head B, “A*” 18 ¢ 8 110179 19
Heawall ............ 18 7 9 287 93 16
Woodchureh ...... 18 711 0 7910114
Greasby ............ 138 413 168112 8
Shaftesbury ....... 18 216 029151 4
Conv-Youth ...... 18 216 0 27153 4

11.




Facts And Figures From Records

By J. D. Loughrey.

The following facis and figures Lave been culled from his records

book for this
statistician,
for players in all divisiong

season by Mr.

J. D, Loughrey, the League’s official
He has also compiled a lisl of the best individual averages
and these will be exhibited at Dingle Vale

sSchool during the Clesed éhalnpionslllps.

No player in the Leaguc, who haz
played 20 or more sets, has gone
through the season undefeated, but
{wo have achieved this feat while play-
ing for a particular side.

They are Miss Muriel Willecox, who
won all her sets for Osterlev Ladies,
and G. Edge, with 24 winning sets to

his credit, for Birkenhead Y.M.C.A.
Juniors 44"
The following six players were

unbeaten in League matches:- -

B. Townsend (Balfour “‘C’") 36 sets
M. Willcox (Osterley Ladies) 36
R, Thomas (Balfour “D*) ... 30
G. Edge (Birk Y. M. Jrs, “A™) 24
D. Fonlis (T.ucem) ............ 22
R. E. Roberts {Acacia) ......... 22

CUP SUCCESS

The following table shows the com-
parative success achieved by teams in
thé first four divisions when playing
teams in other divisions in the Read-
man and Maxwell Fyfe Cup competi-
tions.

e
1
5]

P. W. L. p.c.
11 9 2 81.72
ivision 3. ..., 25 12 13 48100
Division 4. 24 11 13 45.83
Division 2. 28 12 16 42.85

The Fourth Division suffered three
defeats from Regional sides and the
Third Divigion two.

The following table gives a com-
parison of the swvccess gained by
Regional teams when opposed to teams
in other regions during the Readman
and Hyde Cup competifions :—

DNivigion 1.
I¥vision 3.

P.W. L pe
West 1. ............ 26 20 6 76.92
Fast 1. ............ 24 16 B 66.66
North 1. ... 24 16 8 66.66
West 2. .............. 18 9 9 50.00
South 1. ............ 27 12 15 44.44
West 3. ............ 11 4 7 36.36
West 4. ... i6 5 11 31.25
Kast 2. ... 10 2 B8 20.00
South 2. ............ 16 2 14 12,50
The North gained two victories

against sides in @ higher divison, and
East 1, South 1, and West 4, one each.

INDIVIDUAL RECORDS

The followng players have the best
records for their respective divisions.
In each case the first-named played al
least 76 per eent. of his or her matches
at Nos. 1 or 2, and the second named
either less than 75 per cent. or in a
lower team position. Fach plaved at
least 20 acts.

P. W,

Div. 1.—E.T. Rumpahn (Raf. “‘A")36 33
N N. R. Jones (Balfour) ... 38 34
Div. 2.—R. Roherts (Acacia) ... 36 35
W. Rowan (Acacia) ... 44 35

Div. 3.—H.D. Vaughan(H. Y.M.) 48 41
D. Young (Bohs.) . 46 39

Div. 4.-—-E. Davies (Dunlop) ... 40 36
B, Oxlade (B’four ‘B") 44 37
Ladies 1.—K. May (Rafters)...... 44 42
A, Brunskill (B’four)... 42 40

TLadies 2.—M. Willeox (Ostlex) 42 42
M. Swindells (Raf."A’") 38 31
North.—W. Finnev (Burlington) 32 26
R. Musker (Burlington) 54 46

Sanuth 1.—D. Foulis {Taucem) ... 44 42
W. Burns (Lucem) ...... 42 35
South 2.—A. Silver (Livex ‘A7) 34 28

T. Polson (Livex *A’)... 34 30
F. Roberts (Livex ‘A") 34 30
Fast 1.—B. Townsend (Bal. ‘C’) 48 46
A. T. Jones (Bal. ‘C) 44 40

Fast 2—I. Morris (Roby Y.C.) 40 43
R. Thomas (Bal. (‘D’) 34 a0
Weet 1.—E. Smith (Bron, Spts.) 50 47
R. Cox (W. Y.M. J. “‘A") 30 26

West 2,—J. Muller (Hoviake ‘A”) 3227
E. Morris (Cosco) 52 48

Wesat 3.—K. Peters (Thingwall}... 44 36
. R. Hollingsworth (‘A’) 30 25
West 4.—T. . White(R.AF{W K.} 30 25
A, MeColKR.AFWEK)) 44 39

12.
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 They Deserve
Mention

It ig impossible in the space at our
command to fully cover all the oui-
standing performances achieved by
teams during the season, buat the fol-
lowing are some which deserve special
niention.

Congratulations therefore to:—

BALIFOUR “C” (East 1st) for being
the only side to maintain a 100 per
cent, League record, and for their out-
standing performances in the Hyde
Cup.

BALFOUR “A” (1st Div.) for giving
their first team a very big fright in
the fourth round of the Readman Cup
and forcing them to a replay.

CADWA “A” (South 2nd) for gain-
ing promoiion in their first season,
with a side of young and quite
inexperienced players.

ENGLISH FELECTRIC (North) for
staging the best improvement of the
season gfter a very indifferent start,
and including in their run the only
defeat of the champions, Burlington.

R.AF., WE. {(West 4th), whose set
average of 163—17 is easily the best
nf the seasmon.

ST. MICHAEL’'S (4th Div.) for their
dlouble defeat of the Second Division
champions, Bibby’s. in the Readman
and Maxwell Fyfe Cups.

THORNDALE (West 1st) for the
magnificent  performances in  cup
matches, by their Nos, 1 and 2, J. D.
Gallagher and J, Morgan, who in nine
cup-ties between them won 34 out of a
possible 36 sels.

WATLLARTY Y AL JIRS. (3rd Div.).
who  were the only side to heat
Roliemians in League matches, and

gained a4 unmber of outstanding Cup
SUCCRSRPS.

VERNONS (West 2nd) and ATG-
BURTH “A” {4th Div.) who, despite
loging cvery match (Vernons had one
walk-over), never failad to turn out a
full =ide. or fo show that ““they conld
fake it

Players Who Have
Improved

Many players in the League have
this season shown a remarkable
improvement in their playing ability.
To enumerate them all is impossible,
but the following tables show a com-
parison hetween this season and last
in some of the outstanding cases.

P. W,
H. Critchley... 39-50 Balfour ‘B’.. 44 23

50-51 Balfour ‘C’. 46 39
J.H.Dickengon 49-50 Balfour ‘B’. 44 27
50-51 Balfour *(C’, 4840
E. Falvey ..... 49-50 Dom. Misz., 28 9
50-51 34 21
K. Field ........ 49.50 W.Y.M. J "A’34 20
50-51 40 34

W. Finney ..... 49-50 Waterloo Pk 38 20

60-51 Burlington .. 3226
N. R. Jones ... 49-50 Balfour ..... 44 22
50-51 38 44
T. Larkin ...... 49-50 L’acre M.C. 40 18
50-51 40 29
K. Tawton ..... 49-50 Elm Hall ... 20, 8
50-5] 20 14
I. Longstaffe... 49-50 Eng. Elec..,.34 14
50-561 46 30
E. Mandelufi... 49-50 L’pool Y.M. 38 21
50-51 36 21
R. Musker ..... 49-50 Burlington . 20 11
50-51 54 46
C. Parr ......... 49-50 Livex ‘A’ ... 30 5
50-51 32 19

T. Partington.. 49-50 Balfour ‘B’. 42 20
60-51 Balfour ‘C’. 40 30

A, Richards .. 49-50 Aigburth L.. 22 5§

50-51 38 30
T. Shacklady.. 49-50 Hawmilton M 22 6
50-51 30 16
Al Rilver ... 49-50 Livex “A°.... 28 7
50-51 34 28
W. Stredder . 49-50 W. Y .M. frs 40 18
50-51 46 41
I Morris ... 4g-50 Oakhbill ‘B’. 22 11

50-51 Roby Y.C... 40 34
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Women's Divisions.

First _Win In

Most of vou will agree that this
has been a record season, both with
mateches and other special events, It
is remarkahle that, despite the severe
winter with its 'flu  epidemic, all
fixtures have been completed to
schedule, and although everyone is
now looking forward to other activities
should we, of course, have a decent
summer—I’m zure guite a number of
new enthusiasts will be keen to keep up
practice during the eclused season in
readiness for next season’s programme.

We still have two important events
to look forward to—ihe Closed tourna-
menl and the river cruise to cele-
hrate our 25th anniversary, and I am
sure they will both come up to the
excellent standard always achieved by
onr League.

While on the subject of the fourna-
ment T was a little surprised that a
large numhber of plavers have not
enterrd.  There are one or two clubs
with a 100 per cent. non-entry.”

FIVE SETS MARGIN

First to my mind is Littlewoods, who
have done so well this season, only just
losing to Rafters “A’" by five sets the
championship of the Second Divisicn,
and who, with Rafters, will be pro-
moted fo the First Division next
season. T think the tournament ig a
grand opportunity of testing vour skill
against players whom ¥vou never have
an opportunity of meeting in the
matches, apart from the valuable
experience gained. 1 often hear the
erv: ““We never get any practice
against bhetter plavers,”  Here iz one
of the opportunities,

Tt iz encouraging that we are
sradually attracting a number of new
and vounger players, who play a nice
open game, though it is a pity there
are not more girl teen-agers, as they
are given such wonderful opportuni-
ties these davs with the coaching
zrheme.

Congratulations to Balfour on win-
ning the League championship, though
Olive and her feam must have {felt
rather quaky when Bibby’s forced them
tn & draw in their last match, thus
reducing their lead by one point,
Olive, as everyone knows, is one of the
stalwarls of the League and is always
ready, whether winner or loser, to give

14.
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By ‘Margaret Lindner

Last Match

crdit to her opponents.

Ralters came a close second and, no
doubl, wil] fecl well consoled by win-
ning the Bartholomew Cup.

SURPRISE WIN

Most olher clubs have kept their
position well, Oakhill pulling ltheir
socks up in the second half of the
senson to finish Afth, Win, Hignett
{Oakhill) sprang a surprise in their
laxt match by winning her first sel
of the season against Anfield, {thus
depriving them of a veory valuable
point, which might have saved Anfield
fr m rolegation.

They swopped places with Waver-
tree C.C., when last month they took
good advantage against Aigburth, who
were playing two reserves, gaining two
points, However, judging by their
much improved standard and keen-
ness, I don’t think it will be long
hofare both teams will be seeking pro-
motion again, though thev will have

hard, uphill fight, as one or two of
th s elnbs in the Second Division have
al<o improved tremendousiy.

'n conelusion, I would like to pay
tribute to the clubs and their membhers
in the lower half of the Second Diwvi-
= on who have played all their matches,
bt anfortunately cannot boast of many
RIIECERSNS. I think thev deserve a
pat on the hack, as in iheir case it is
much more difficulty {o keep up
interest and support, than for clubs
who are in & happier position higher up
in the divigion.

GREAT RECORD

What a season this has been for the
Balfour Club. Two championships of
the League - men and women’s - and
the leadership of three other divisions,
Fonrth and East 1 and 2, plus three
cups. the Maxwell Fyfe, Hyde and
Forrest, 1= a record that s likely to
last a long time in the League’s history

Their success in the Hyde Cup final
i.. dealt with elsewhere, sufficient to
sav that thev won the Maxwell Fyfe
kv beating Wallasey Juniors 6-3, with
ane set loft unplayved, and the Forrest
hv beating again Lucem 6-4.

(George  Williams. their secretary,
has every right to feel proud of his
cluh,

]
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West Region.
Interest Remain

S0 the last rally is over! The final
score-cards have been filled in; the
vigitors have departed, and il’s time
11 switch out the lights and clese the
clnbroom doors on season 1950-51.

It’s g good sign when the last League
fixture scems to come round mueh fco
soon, and that’s what I've heard more
plavers say  this sgeason than cver
hefore. At unyv rate there’s no danger
of staleness or boredom rwhile !that

ferling exislg:—

And now. to review the season’s
cvints.

First, congratulations to the four
~hampion teams: — First Iivision:
Wallazey Jrs. “A” (D. Richards, T.

VMortan, K, Fields, 8. Gibson, and R.

(‘ox).  Second Division: Cosco (N
Summner, S. Leather, H. Tozer, J.
Brown, E. Morris, and A. Darnes),

Third Division: Thorndale “A” (T. F.
Moss, J. Meakin, G. C. Dixon, W. L.
Colliz. D. Lind, and I, Caley). Fourlh
Division: R.AF., West Kirby (T,
White. H. Gillzon, A. McColl, N. Ellis,
and W. Sewell).

Tn {each case the secret of their
siceess has heen teamwork and con-
sisteney from No. 1 to No. 5 and if
ihe =same plavers are availahle novt
spason all four should aguit them-
zelves well in their new spheres

GREAT FINISH

The runners-up were:—First Divi-
zion: Thorndale (J. Morgan, J. D.
Gallagher, J. 3. Bebecca, P. O’Caonnell,
and 5. K. Caley). Second Division:
Burrowdale (IT, C. Sharpe. W. R. Lons-
dale, H. Baird, . M. Sharpe, and N.
H. Holland). = Third Division: Thive-
wall (K. Peters, W. Blundell. R.
Aahon, K, Gaunt, and P. Heaus).
P'enrth Division: Rirkenhead Jrs. “<A”
¢(J. Kaighin, A. Rivett, N. Rye. N.
Fdwards, (¢, Edge, and A. Cartwright).

It was WBirkenhead Jrs. “A” who
nearly pulled off the biggest swrmiise
0of the season. Coming up with a
ruzh at.the finish, like Steve Donoghuc
on a Ilerby winner, they all bul over-
took R.ALF., West Kirby, being heaten
out of first place only on sets averace,
The crucial game of the season was the
meeting ‘between the dwo feams on
February 20, when the R.AF. suffered
their only defeat-—4-6. The {urning
points of the mateh was J. Kaighin's
win over T. White, 21-10. 20-22, 21-19.

While it is natoral for the limelight

By N. H. Holland.

ed To The End

to focus on the leading teams, T do feel
that a special word of praise is due
to some of the weaker teams for the
way they have kept going despite all
setbacks. Enthusiasm comes easily
to a team riding a wave of success.
hut it takes courage and sportsman-
ship to be a good loser week alter week.

1 have in mind particularly Vernons
{R. Holland, H. Owen, E. Davies, T.
Rassnett, RB. Tomkinson, and P
Atkinson), and Thinewall “A™ (T.
Hawdon, W. G, Faulkner, T. Dorrittv,
(. Sherlock, L. Barton, and A.
Murphy).

Among the most improved teams of
the ‘season I rate 88. Mary and Paul
{W. Jones, W. Jackson. J. Sweenev, B.
Roberts, A. Oakden, and 0. Williams)
and Neston (8. Smith. J. Maddoex. T.
Barker, R. Millington, M. Grayv, and
M. Grant). Both teams made a shakv
start, but if their form in the conclud-
ing weeks could have been produced
throughout the season thev would have
heen serious contenders for Divisional
honours.

Incidentally, since lef{-hander Bill
Jones, No. 1 for 88, Marv and Paul.
invested in a mnew bat hiz play has
improved remarkably and ‘his new-
found confidence inspired mnot only
himself, but the whole team, which
kas now developed into a very promis-
ing side.

Out at Neston alse. the prospects
seem brighter now than they have heen
for some time.

NO ALIBIS

Turning to the Hyde Cup, we have
at last had to bow the knee and the
trophy now rests in the East Region
with Balfour “C.” Congratulations
to them and to their Souith Region
neighbours, Lucem, {ihe runners-up.
They each bheat a West Region team
in the semi-finals so we have no alibis’
However, we shall do our best to return
the compliment next season and ensure
the departure of the Cup being only a
temporary one.

Tt may prove conscling to study the
statistics published elsewhere in this
issue concerning the Hyde Cup games
hetween teams in the four Regions.
These show that the West First has
eagily the best record with 76 per cent.
Next comes Bast, then North

wins.
and in fourth place is West Second
Division
(Continued on P. 19
15.




East Region.

Great Season For Basil

Bewitched, blissful, and slightly
hewildered would well rleseribe my con-
dition as the time comes to sum up
the events of the season.

Readers of my first article may recall
the reference made to the Hyde Cup,
and my ambition to see this trophy won
by a team from the East Region. I
was present at the final. so you can
imagine my feelings as T watched the
cup being presented to Jim Dickenson,
the captain of Belfour “C." Well
done, Balfour! -

Congratulations aiso to Bohemians
“A " and Osterley, who had a splendid
cup run, and proved themselves grand
cup fighters. in defeating some really
formidable teams,

Balfour “C also won the league
championship and were, without a
doubt, the team of the season, not only
for their achievements but for the way
they welded together as a team, Only
three times were they called on to field
a reserve, otherwise the team has been
unchanged throughout.

FINE RECORD,

Last season Basil Townsend was jusi
another player, unknown, and going
steadily along with Neltsa, but this termn
he has reached the heights of regional
play. In league matches he was un-
defeated, and in the Hyde Cup he
played 12 and won 10. The East Region
tournament saw him emerge the win-
ner, and for the regional representative
team he plaved six and won four. A
racord to be proud of indeed.

I have selected three young players
from this region, who may emulate the
feats of Townsend next season. They

By V. Jenkinsan.
Townsend

(Bohemians).

Division Two of the Region showed
Balfour “D’", Bohemians “B” and Roby
staging a g]eat finish for the league
Ieaglershlp Balfour again came out on
top, with the DBohemians and Roby
dead-heating for second place.

The honours of this division go to
K. Thomas, of Balfour ““D”, who was
undefeated. in league matches. Next in
line come Ian ‘\Iorrh and Ben Fell, both
0! Roby.

We recently had the pleasure of
entertaining a team of ladies from the
West Region, and suceeeded in beating
them 6-4, It turned out to be one of the
finest matches I have ever seen this
season. Both teams were evenly
matched and the games were played at
a terrific pace,

Muriel Willeox (Osterley) produced
hackhand driving that was a joy to
wntell for accuracy and consistency:
whils Mae Alcock (Bohemians) and
Bervl Ward (Anfield), were superd in
d fence against some hig hitting by the
Wost ladiess

Moya Patltison{Bohemians) has never
plaved better; in fact every stroke she
niide, seemed to come strailght out of
the copy hook. Pat Sprainger (East-
Wavertree), making her debut in com-
petitive table tennis, gave a bright per-
formance, Her sound defence, coupled
with a hard-hitting attack, show thal
wo can eoxpect even hetter things to
come. .

At the end of the mateh, Secretary
Harry Holland of the West, paid a nice
Iittle tribute to both teams, a tribute
that was heartily endorsed hy all who
were present.

I am now going to enter into a state
cf hibernation until next winter, but
hefore T ode, T would like to take this
opnortunity of thankine all concerned
for the support and co-operation they
have given me, and a special word of
thanks to secretaries George Burgovne
{Osterlav) and Ree Gray (Anfield).
For these: two nothing was too much
trounble in their efforts to help me.

Well,
von next winter;

that’s all for now folks see
that =, if vou Jon’t
e me first,

are BRill Cunningham (Cadwa), Tan
Morris  (Roby) and Geoff PBaker
16.
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South Region.

Lucem Still

Are Lucem gong to emulate the
achievements of Acacia and Bibby's
and climb up the league ladder to its
{opmost rung?

TLast season thev signalled their post-
war revival by winning the Sccond
Division of the Region and so gained
promotion to the First Division. This
zeagson they have won the Region cham-
pienship and =0 will pass out of our
zphere to higher flights.

It will be interesting to wateh their
trogress and to see if they can win
themselves back to exalted heights
which they filled with some distine-
tion in pre-war davs.

NEVER FAILED

TTndoubtedly a great deal of their
success has heen due to the leader-
<hin inapiration, and ability of Don
Tonlis. As their No. T he has never
failed to win hiz two sets in the Leacue
matehes in which he has nlaved. Both
b oand his team-mate. W. Burns, hold
the best individnal records in the divi-
sirn and the insniration wheh thev
Tava given fo their team has helped
to earrv them throngh the season with-
cnf defeat, Indeed, the onlv noint
thev dropned was when the Technieal
“tudents sprang a =urprise hy forcing
them to a draw.

Only  =erious challengers to their

supremacy wag from Wavertree Com-_

munity. hut even that faded somewhat
when the (asmen beat them in
Deocember in their first league meet-
ne. Waveriree, however. can take

By Patricia Alcock

Climbing Ladder

come consolation from the fact that
it was two of their players, D). SBaver
wnd Mrs. E. Palmer. who carried off
the singles titles in the Region tourna-
ment,

To Aigburth © B has fallen the
questionable distincilon of having gone
through the season without gaining =
point—a  distinction thev share with
{heir “A 7 team in the Fourth Divi-
siomn. But let ns admire the great
apirit of hoth leams. who undaunted
hv defeat after defeat still turned up
for move Better luck to them next
eAS0I,

Tndeed I would like to sec several
of our more lowly-placed teams =a
acouire strength, for at present the
Region is not as well balanced as it
might he. There is too hig a gap
betwern the top clubg and the bottom
ones.

Outstanding in the Second Divi-
sion has been the success of Livex
“ A and Cadwa “ A newcomers to
the lesgue. who have finished first and
sacond - respectivelv. The  former
eained their position without defeat.
Throughout they have shown them-
splverg a workmanlike side from top to
hattom and have heen esnecially well
corved by J. Polson. F. Roberts. and
A, Silver.

Cadwa’s sting has often been in their
121l and much of the feam’s snrcess
has heen dne to the lower position
plavers, Thev should prove them-
selves workmanlike opponents in the
Ti-et THvision next =cason.
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North Notes

By J. E. Neill

They Kept Their Promise

I have nol the privilege to tell of
glorious success or magnificent failure.
The winter months have tested our
stamina and provided us with a variety
ol elements to survive, hut during them
the Region quictly and sedafely carried
nut its obligations.

Burlington began the season at the
lop and Rafters ("’ at the bottom and
so they remained thronghout: neither
#ide ever being seriously challenged
for thelr respective distinctions.

Unfortunately the Region is so badly
halanced that qunite a2 number of
mafches were one-gided. Between the
first three clubs there i onlv a differ-
ence of six points. hut between the
sixth and =eventh positions there is a
inargin of ten points.

Burlington are old members of the
league. Thev are worthy champions of
our region and a team of sportsmen.
T was present when their run of 14
matches without defeat was ended hy
Enclish  Electric on their own table.
Thev took that 6-4 defeat smilingly
and ungridgingly.

CAPABLE SIDE.

Their success has heen due to
capahle side from No. 1 to No. 5. Their
No. 1. M. Marison, is indigputably the
Region’s top class player. Bill Finney,
who was No.2 until the end of January,
would have also plaved for the Region
had not business taken him to Swindon,
K. Musker, at No. 4, iz the region’s top
scorer with 31 sets out of a possible 34.

If we turn back to the first issue of
the Digest we rcad Les Perons, the
Burlington secretary, saving, “My club
are out for championship honours.”

Bootle Y.M.C.A. and English Electric
will be forces which will require strong
npposition next season. Rootle is easily
the youngest side in our league. They
have a fine spirit and their play is
huilt on attacking principle. The club
has alse a wealth of reserves. McKin-
nell who only came into the feam at
No. 5 at the beginning of February.
has won 14 setg out of a possihle 14.
The team’s No. 1, A. Harris, is =a
Region team plaver.

English Electrie under the captaincy
of Jack Lambert, might well have been
championg. They lost three of their
first five matches and then finished

ihe =season without further defeat., They
were the only team to beat Burlington.
Ju their successful season they have
called upon twelve players.

Linacre, Hamilton Mission and Bath
Sireet, were sides of some substance,
while Waterloo Park, Brenka Waterloo
Dock and Rafters were always trying
withont much suwecess, There are some
egnod players among them, in Havard,
B. Fenerty and the evergreen DBob
Rusgell, but they munst have better
support if league positions are to be
improved.

&n much for the playing side. We
must now record the pleasure of new
friendships. the splendid support given
1o the region tournament and the capif-
al idea puf forward bv Harry Rawcliffe.
ol Burlington, for a mateh hetween the
Championg and the Rest of the Region,
fo'lowed by a supper.

BRETHERTON'S

BRUSH--VACUUM

Chimney Cleaning
e
NO MESS!
NO PREPARATION!
NO CLEANING UP!
R VR
For prompt attention apply:—
26, EVERTON RD, L'POOL,
Telephone: ANField 3510
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Youth Division.

A QGreat

A few weeks ago, with the closing
mafch dates on our notice board, league
honours more or less settled and much
of the bite gone out of our interest, we
wore  preparing 1o acknowledge the
passing of another epoch in our greal
game.

1t had been a grand performance,
the show was over and the curtain was
beginning to fall - yet wait! That rumhb-
ling noise ! What can it be? Crash go
the drums! Up go the lighis! Swish
go the curtains! and on to the stage
step three Londoners - three real
Fnglish people - three World Table
Tennis Champions.

Be proud boys, and rejoice in your
great game and your own champions,
Johnny Leach, and 1¥ane and Rosalind

Rowe.
GRAND TEAM.

With news of sueh importance, il
i3 perhaps somewhat out of place to
dwell upon less sensational events, bui
with the ending of the season, it Is
most opportune fo look back and reficet
on local affairs.

First let me congratulate the ieague
loaders, lloylake Y. M.C.A. They played
grand, sporting table tennis throughout
{he season and thoroughly merited their
success. Next a bouguet to “wooden-
spoonists’, Convention of Youth. who
never gave up trying from the word go.

Now a word of svmpathy {o Shafies-
hury, Greasby, Woodchurch and [les-
wall, each of whom would have done
g0 mueh bhetter with a little guidance
from 1 secasoned player. A pat on the
back too, to the lads of Birkenhead
Boys Club, who despite the last-men-
tioned difficulty, have improved im-
mesgurably and will be a menace to
the best in future campaigns.

A very big hand also to Ashviile.
They got entangled in an unfortunate
misundersianding over entry forms al
the start of the season and as a result,
played all their matches (and played
them well) knowing that no matter how
they fared, they would not be eligible
for honours,

Finally my congratulations to the
hoys of Rock Ferry 8t. Anme’s who
rallied so magnificently after a miser-
able start cansed by internal difficul-

ties.
SENIOR “HELP”

With so much by way of general
comment T would now like to make the
following suggestions to all whom it

By E. G. McGenity

Season Closes

may concern, namely Youth Division
he allowed and encouraged to nominate
a senior club {with that club’s permis-
sion) from which they could obtain
the service of any one registered player
for each of their matehes.

Thizs would mean that each Youth
team would have a ‘erack’ playver at
No. 1 (not necessarily the same ozne
each week) whose influence on the con-
duct and play of the younger bovs
wonld be profound.

That is only the bare outline of a
bold scheme. There are difficulties and
objections, but was there ever an idea
worthy of the name without them?

T appeal to all my voung readers to
give the suggestion their earnest con-
sideration and to tell their secretar—
or leader what they think about it sn
that, when the matter comes un for .
disenssion at the General Meetine ho,
as their representative. will be ahle i«
give their views as well as his own.

{Continued from P. 15)

Unfortunately, it is too early to give
the destination of the Mickleafield
medals for the inter-Regional mateh
champions. Our team, consisting of
E. €. Smith (Bronze Sports) W.
Postlethwaite (8t. Joseph's), J, Morgan
{Thorndale). J. D, Gallagher (Thorn-
dale}, and M. Donnelly (8t. Joseph’s)
beat Kast Region 7-3 and North 8-2.
and we meet South {at Wavertree C.CH
on April 12,  With East beatine South
€-4 and North 8-2 the West iz in a
favourable position, but past experience
shows that competition for these
medals is intense and the resnlt mav
he in doubt 1l the last set of the
final match.

The West Rerion Women'’s team
comprising P. (’Connell (Thorndaleh.
M. Foster (Claremont). ., Baird (Bur-
rowdaleY, 8. Lanelev (Creep Inn). and
. M. Sharpe (Burrowdale) met the
East in the first inter-regional mateh
ever and lost 4-6 after a most enjovable
and exeiting game, but heat North
§-1. There is a retwm match against
Fast on April 10.

These games have created sn much
interest and enthusiasm that there is
sure to be a bhiz demand for offirial
recognition of the competition, with
posgibly some wsuitable trophv, next
season,

Apd now it only remains for me tn
cav an reveir until October,
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Hints And Tips

Forehand Chop

Defence
By Peter Rumjahn

In his article this month Peter
Rumjahn deals with the forehand chop
shot which, he says, is used to reply
io the topspin drive. Here are his
hints on how to play it:

Body position: A couple of strides
hack the table; left shoulder
towards the net: feet apart at an angle
rt about 50 degrees with the baseline of
the table; weight on back leg, knee
slightly bent.

from

Swing arm back behind body on fore-
irand side.  With elbow slightly bent
and hbat parallel 40 net and slightly
tilted back, swing forward from the
shoulder to meet underside of ball and
lift ball back with the swing.

The ball is struck when level with
the body or even behind, The height
at which it is struck is considerably
Lelow the top of the bounce, ahkout
waist or thigh high.

The swing is straight forward in line
with the flight of the ball, tracing a
I'ne through the air like a landing aero-
plane. A good follow through will

give the ball length and cause it to
jnst clear the top of the net.

TIPS

Swing along the line of flight of the
hall and do not chop vertically across
the direction of the ball.

Changing from forehand to back-
hand attack or defence is done by pivot
turns and movements, forward and
Fackward, by chassis,

As final points of adviece may T say
. besides the player’s ability the greatest
assets towards success are: (a) keen-

ress; (b) good temperament; (e)
determined concentration; ang (d)
patience.

Lancashire League Notes.

Recovery After Bad
Start

By F. J. Farrell,

After a bad start to the season,
losing their first three matches, our
A7 team reasonably consolidated
their position in the Lancashire League
and have not been beaten since.

The team, with onlty two defeats,
Lhave a good chance of finishing az
runners-up in the Second Division, for
while our own league matches have
finished there are still several Lanca-
shire League games to be played. The
records of our three teams fo date are:

P.WwW. L. D F.A P
CA” team ......... 8 4 1 34733 9
“B" team ........... 9 6 1 25040 13
Women ...l 6 2 2 23228 6

In recent matches Macclesfield held
our ‘A" team to a draw in a match
in which neither side ever held more
than a set advantage. It was leit o
Ted Rumjahn to score a fine win aver
J. Wardsley to gain the draw. Ted
was in top form, winning his three sets,
and, with Reg Hetherington, snatched
the doubles. Hetherineton was  our
other victor.

The women’s match with Manchestor
riroduced play of a high standard, and
the honour of the evening went to
Bluey May and Jean Titferington.
Eluey had convincing victories over
Adele Wood and Fileen GGrimstone, but
failed narrowly to Jean Titterington,
who laid the foundation of Man-
chester’s success by her three wins.

The women’s other matches against
Crewe and Blackpool were alike, not
only because they were drawn, but that
cu each ocecasion Liverpool recovered

from a 5-3 deficit after indifferent
starts. Resulie:—

Macclesfield 5. Liverpool A 5;
Bolton “ B 3, Liverpool “A" 7T;

Liverponl “B " 7, Ellesmere Port 3:
Manchester “ B " 9, Liverpool “B ™ 1;:

Liverpool “B ” 7, Chester 3.

Women: Liverpool 5, Crewe 5; Liver-
pool 4, Manchester
Liverpool 5.

20,
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JAQUES

Hlustrating Jaques’ Tournament Table Tennis Table as used for

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

JAQUES CLUB TOYRNAMENT TABLES '

ARE NOW _AVAILABLE

e .

1”(nominal) with JFaques Superfast cellulose playing surface. The
playing surfaces of these tahies are in every way equal to our pre-war
Tournament Table. Fitted with eight square-sectioned felding legs

b Each £40
_including carriage and purchase tax

DOUBLE RUBBER BATS OF QUALITY .

"Haydon" 10/- each "Hyde" 8/3 each
"Tema" 9/3 each "Bull” 10/- each

“Pinkie Barries” 676 each

Obtainable from all geood Sports Dealers

JOHN JAQUES & SON LTD,,
White Heather Works, Thornton Heath

Established since 17953

The Garnett Press. 1 Holden Lane, L'pool 4. (T.A.)
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