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1 held

{ ing status (the last one) to-
| wards next years Paralympic

EDITORIAL

Well!, have you or haven’t
you ?7 [ refer to 11-up, have you got
used to it yet, have you accepted it
vet, I'm sure 90% will say yes,
den’t like 1t, but will just get on with
it, 9% are still quite vociferous
against it, and threatening to start a

| revolution to overthrow the estab-
lishment (back to the “good” old
| days), and 1% felt so disillusioned

about it that they have packed up
playing altogether, hopefully this
1% will come back to play when the

| dust settles. Personally, I have ad-
| justed to the change, and forgive me

for saying it, have started to enjoy
it, I now have 5 chances to win a set

Games. It was a fantastic success
for Greenbank, and all the Offi-
cials and helpers who took part,
the feed back from many of the 99
players who took part, was so
complimentary , that 'm sure we
will see more of these high profile
Wheelchair events at Greenbank,
the standard of play was tremen-
dous.

The  English  National
Championships are to be held
again in Sheffield 26/2728"
March 04, this vear in the bigger
EiS Centre.

Christmas present money for what
should be some classic TT.

Another top tourna-

*Commitment’, what does that mean to indi-
viduals? read Don Davies’s report (page 4)
on attempts to get a City team to a match.

ment to come to Liver-
pool will be the “Top
12, a competition that
brings together the best

instead of 3, but I'm still capable of

1 losing in 3. For those who say

matches finish too soon, do as my
team does, use the exira time to get
in a bit of practice, something we
can’t normally do during the sea-
son, and the away team may like to

| get home a bit earlier than usual (if
the bar’s not open that is, we en-

joyed those after match discus-

1 sions). One suggestion I have heard

is that the top 2 divisions play 11-up
as that will be where the top / rep.
players with aspirations will be, and
the rest of the divisions play 21, 1
can’t sec it being a practical solu-
tion because of open tournaments,

I etc. but would 1t keep the 21 flame

alive?.

Greenbank have just
the First Liverpool
Wheelchair International Ta-
ble Tennis Open tournament,
acknowledged with qualify-

players in the country,
and tast played 15 years ago due to
an overloaded calendar. This event
1s being resurrected m partnership
of the ETTA and Liverpool City
Council, (considenng the dismal
turn out by the local TT fraternity at
the England v Israel game, [ can
only think that it is the badgering of
the likes of Ken Armson and associ-
ates that has kept Liverpool Council
willing to give TT another chance
with sponsorship on this scale, so
come on, support it). It takes place
28%29"/30" May 2004, at the
Greenbank Academy, sc plenty of
time to keep that weekend clear, its
not free, ticket prices to be an-
nounced later, so save some of your

EDITOR
Roly Wright
2, Blenheim Avenue,
Litherland, Liverpool L21 8L
Tel. 0151 928 0378

E-mail {@

(Rolywn ght@blueyonder COD

For the Globetrotting frater-
nity, did you see the publicity for
the Killerspin Extreme Weekend
in Chicago US. December 27-29".
This $350,000 exiravaganza of
Table Tennis wasl a collection of
the Worlds top players competing
for BIG prize money, a re-match
of this years Mens’ World Cham-
pionship Final, and a round of the
Japan Million Dollar “Super Cir-
cuit”, then to finish up with New
Year in the States, not bad if you
have a ‘few bob’ to spare.

The league has lost a well
regarded top  player, and
Wavertree Labour, a popular club
man, John Gratton , John having
been out of work most of the year,
after many, many attempts, re-
cently accepted an offer, which
will mean eventually moving to
Sheffield, I"'m sare john will soon
be playing again, as T believe
Sheffield has a thriving table
tennis scene, with more
leagues and clubs than we
have, so ‘good luck’ to John
from everyone here.

There are a few contentious

issues you will read about
raised m the Div. Reports,
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Players gaining advantage by the
use of foul serves, dlways a prob-
lem, but what is theanswer, [ know
there should only be one answer to
that question, but 1 would love to
hear “YOUR” thoughts on this
one. Another is when Clubs rank
players below their known capabil-
ity, my thought is that some players
Jjust want to play in a certain team to
play with their ‘mates’, it isn’t a
new problem, but at the end of the
day, the “spirit” of the game is
made a little hazy What does
stretch the rules a bit s when a *B’
team gels relegated from a higher
division, and a ‘C” from the same
club, gets promotion into the same
division, with the make up of the
teams more or less the same as be-
fore, why does the *B’ team then
become the ‘C” and the ‘C” team the
‘B’ team, I was told that it helped
with the unavailability of players,

and it’s better than playing short,
that may be so, but that simplified
thinking certainly gives a big ad-
vantage to a club, how can a 2nd.
Division team be ranked lower than
a 4th. Division team the following
season [ think there needs to be a
bit more thinking on this one.

mag A full A4 glossy, loads of
pages and pics. and information on
your sport, only £21 for 8 issues
through your letterbox, I know we
could pass them around, but what’s
that classic ““cheaper than a packet
of cigs a week” more information
can be got by asking around.

While I have been putting this
together, my favourite magazine
has just dropped through the letter
box, Table Tennis News, all the
years 1 have been playing TT. [
didn’t know it existed, only since
taking on the Digest, did I come to
read it,( my thanks to Brenda Buoey
who lent me a few back 1ssues got
me started, T get my own now) I
know some players just want to
play a game, but if you want to
understand the in’s & out’s of the
sport, I thoroughly recommend this

I have included a page on
Table Tennis in Merseyside
Schools, (page 7) prepared by
secretary, Frank Sorrentino, hope-
fully more of these young stars will
find their way into our local
leagues and carry on playing,

As 1was unable to wish you
a Merry Christmas in Advance,
can T at least send you best wishes
for the coming year

EDITOR

Your CLOSED CHAMPIONSHIPS

cluded as part of this magazine.

We have finally agreed a date for our Closed
event with the Tennis Centre and this will take piace
on Sunday 15 February, an entry form has been in-

On the same day at the request of the City

A number of people put in a lot of hard work
organising and running this competition and they do &
so not for any personal gain but for the benefit of
league members and that includes you. If you usu-
ally enter then please try to get your entry in early
and encourage others to also enter. 1f you do not g

Leisure Services we will be running alongside our
= cvent a Cadet & Junior event open only to boys and
Igirls resident in Liverpool whe do not play for a club
= 1n an organised league. This being part of the Leisure
I Services Sports Development programme.

-
I Entries have been steadily reducing over the past
= 3 —4 years and this trend needs to be reversed if we are
to continue organising this annual event. This applies
= particularly in respect of cur divisional championships
as this event has been very pooily supported and
= requests for your views have met with no response.
IOur divisional championships should be seen as an
= opportunity to compete against players in your own
division away from league competition and also an
= opportunity to socialise. Entry to other events giving
vou a full day’s competition and an opportunity to
meet and compete against league members who you
would not normally play against.

normally enter then why not give it a try, you just
might enjoy it and could even be a winner,

Finals Night will take place on Tuesday 17
February at the Police club and this has also seent a
fall in attendance in spite of efforts by your Manage-
ment Committee to make this a social affair by
providing hot refreshments for everyone when play
has been concluded. Clubs are also allowed to
postpone a league match should it fall on that night
to enable members to attend finals night.

Remember the date, Sunday 15 February, put e
it in your diary and get your entry in the post and
make sure you attend finals night for what 1s always m
an enjoyable night of table tenms and another oppor- I
tunity to socialise over a pint,

Ken Armson MBE Tournament Secretary

-
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. Don Davies

Match Secretary

CADWA

|sion title 1s at the half way stage, -
1 boasting a 100% record after the

15-1 success against Bury, should be
4 enough to retain the title. Rivals and
1 second placed

With open division matches
now played at weekends’, the 1st
team's defence of their premier divi-

opening four matches at Lancaster
and Morecambe College. Six nil vie-
tories over Manchester, Mid
Cheshire and Ellesmere Port plus a

Bolton led 3-2 against Tameside with John Hilton
facing Phil Biggs in the final set. The former European
champion though was surprisingly edged out in the
fifth game which leaves The Trotters requring maxi-
mum points from their last three encounters which

probably means a victory over the champions to
take the title

Keith Williams, John Rankin and Chris Ford
apened their veteran premier division title defence
with a comfortable 10- victory over Qldham. At Bath

| Street.

The A team of Ken Jackson, Ahmed and Fred

| Bainbridge returned from Trafford witha 7-3 scoreline

although thew next match was postponed by Preston
due to their 75th anniversary dinner on the same night,

The A team were division two champicens last
season one but the line-up for their opening four
malches, also 1n Lancaster, and the subsequent results
deserves an explanation. The title winning side was
due to kick off but Les Molyneux withdrew due to
illness just a few days before the matches - Omid
Khaiyat then dropping out for family reasons

which left just Ahmed Thabet. 1 then
tried more than a dozen suitable play-
ers but for various reasons, was unable
to obtain a full team. With just one day
. before the matches and still without a
full compliment, I left for an evening
dinner m Cumbria, still waiting for
confirmation from a couple of
players. Both before and immediately
following dinner, I continued on the
mobile until at 10.50pm, 1 persuaded
two already 'signed on' players to
travel, A few minutes later though, due
to a change in circumstances, one pulled out and con
telephoning Ahmed to advise that we had only two
players, he reluctantly withdrew due to a family ill-
ness. By now it was after 1 1pm. and the one remaining
player decided against it, which left me without a team.
At that point I rang my brother Rob and we decided
to play, mainly to avoid a £60 fine. | arrived home at
3am and we left for Lancaster at 7-30. Each match was
lost 6-0 which reduced the fine to £20 for playing just
one short. This leaves us bottom but with three
matches to play and providing we tum out a good
team, we should avoid relegation but it was not a
satisfactory state of affairs.

National Rankings of Local League Players

__ Senior Men rank _ Sepior Women  rank

EoinDolder | 3 Clare Peers
Keith Williams | 7L Abies Howerd
Chris Ford 93 Gemma Liowd
| Brenda Buoey
Cherith Graham 56
i Tern-Anne Kolan .
uader 13 boys Annabelle Sorrentine | 77|
[TimodwFord | __ 35 Suc Burgess #
Sylvia Graham 94
Junior Girls _ .. Junior Boys o
Clare Langtord 3, m Page 23
Clara loward 716; j om Bray 72
Cadet Boys Veteran Men
| | ket williams
Chris Ford
Veteran Wamen
Brenda Buecy 15 ) |
Suc Burgess 34 E\\‘aypc Parcival 56

Sylvia Graham

(hen Jadkson
73 |

L Steph. Howard
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The British Leﬁgue Premier
Division.

For those who like to watch top class table tennis why
not go along to the Halton Table Tenms Centre, which
is at the Auto Quest Stadium, Widnes, ‘just down the
road’ to see the 3*. round of the new format British
League Premier Division, now played over 4 various
week ends, the next one is a one day event on Sunday
January 25" with the top 8 teams in the country taking
part, 4 matches in the morning and 4 in the afternoon,
the morning matches start at 10am.. Our local interest
15 of course the Seasiders, who have local players
Kevin Dolder, John Rankin and Ian Girdler playing in
the Premier Div. team,( but also includes many other
locals who play n other British League divisions for
Seasiders), last season was Seasiders first season in the
Premier Div. and would have got second spot if it were
not for a controversial last match between two London
Clubs. This season Seasiders got off to a bad start, not
being able to field their full strength squad for the first
weekend, and consequently closely losing all their
matches.

The second weekend was the other side of the coin,
with a full strength squad to pick from, the team
being Jonathan Taylor (former England Interna-
tional) a young Adam Bleakly, National Junior Boys
No.6, (recently moved from the Halton Croda Club),
Greg Baker, National Junior Boys No.7, and Kevin
Dolder. National ranked 34 Seasiders started off
what was to be a very memorable weekend by polish-
ing off Batts Team Peniel 1, (the team that “pipped”
Seasiders into 2™ Place last season) 6 games to 2. But
the afternoon match was the icing on the cake,
against a full strength TLondon Progress team, no
team is supposed to beat Progress, but Seasiders had
forgotten that one, and powered on to a fantastic 5-3
win, only the second defeat in 5 years for London
Progress 1. The next day started well with a 7-1 win
over Derwent 1, but the bubble burst with the last
game, going down 5-3 to a Barnet team that included
stars of the future young Tim Yarnall and Darius
Knight ,currently ranked National Juniors at 2 and 4
respectively.

So the next weekend could be full of high class table
tennis, with a lot of star names, and maybe a few
surprises, so put it in your diary, January 25% The
Auto Quest Stadium, Widnes, starts 10am.

Here are a fow of a list of 23 tablc tennis questions on the focal scene sent in by Don Davies, Don did offer a bottle ol
wine as a prize, but space limitation prevents usc of all 25 questions at once, and be’s probably drank the wine by now.

2 The first 32 division one title winning clubs are no
longer in the League, but the 33rd winners are still with us.
4 This 1951/32 Liverpool Junior champion was a class
A.C.T. but he sadly passed away this vear.

5 She married in the summer and tearned up with a
near name-sake of the Leaguc's Match Secretary, to win the
Merseyside Open women's doubles title in the late 1990's.
_6  This 'policeman’s fancy’, won the City of Liverpooi
women's doubles title and the under 21 crown in the same
season.

12 This lady won the Closed consolation singles in 1936,
played for Cadwa, and her two children have won Closed
singles titles.

"Overheard at a D4 match at Liverpool YM. Eddie
Clein, a member of Harold House team, speaking to
a YM player knocking up "you shouldn't be playing
in this team, you're too good for this division!" Eddie
then went on to win his two singles, as usuall.

Eddie must have had ‘tongue in cheek”™ with this
advice, bearing in mind him having had a good aver-
age helping out in the first division last season . But
all is not plain sailing for Eddie in the lower divisions,
an unusual defeat in 4 games to Ken ‘the bat” Arm-
son. Moral of this story 15 “don’t be put off ™.
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13 He has appeared this season in division 3 and was the
1972 Merseyside Open veteran champion,

17 Sull plaving and has won 3 different Closcd cvents
plus the Merscyside Ladies veteran singles crown plus other
national Grand Prix titles

21 A current sccond division player and the longest serv-
ing Closed title winacr

Aunswers can be found on page 19
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This photo of 4 athletes in action, 3 of them can’t
play table tennis, the odd one out displays the calm
control and poise requited by good TT. Players, but
who is he, read on to find out i this issue




The I';rst Liverpool International Wheelchair Table Tennis Open.

The Greenbank Academy was host to the last
qualifying round before the Paralympics due to take
place in Athens next year. 98 competetitors took part at
Greenbank from 19 countries, as far away as Japan,
with a large contingent from the UK, including local
players Tony Edge, Tan Littlewood and Lynne Riding.

The Men’s team doubles match between GBR 1 v
GBR 2 in the class 4. The GBR | team of Mark
Palmer and Arnie Chan won the Gold, with GBR 2
of lan Littlewood and Shaun Newcombe taking
the silver

The most notable wins in the City of Liverpool
open, were by Neil Robinson and Lynne Riding.
Robinson won the class three event, beating Oerjan
Kylevik of Sweden in a thrilling five set final. Robin-
son actually winning the 3 set 19-17. Riding beat the
top ranked class 2 player, Genevieve Clot, France, in
her final within 4 sets.

This was Lynne’s best win to date, as Clot was
ranked at number cne at the mid term of this year.

The women’s open tournament was won by
Satoko Fujiwara from Japan, beating Alena Kanova in
another close match. The men’s open was won by
Germany’s Selcuk Cetin who out fought his compatriot
Jan Gurtler in the final. World number two, Christophe
Durand won bronze in this event, gaining his revenge
later in the class five final beating our own Scott
Robertson. Robertson also won bronze in the Class 5
Team with Stefan Trofan.

Other notable GB performances were by Mark
Palmer and Arnie Chan, who won Gold against Little-

wood and Newcombe of Gb in the class 4 team final
and then made a clean sweep in the class singles
event, with palmer gold, Chan silver and Newcombe
bronze.

Joy Gerber and Claire Harris completed Brit-
ains success with a bronze in the female class 4 event.

The tournament was a triumph for the organ-
1sers, proving Greenbank Sports Acadamy asa World
class venue, while being superbly supported by the
Merseyside and North West region as a whole,

The standard of table tennis played was quite
amazing.

The logistics of a tournament like this doesn’t
end with the table tennis, the well being, transporta-
tion, down to the retrieving of the balls 11 a match, all
has to be thought out, and going by the feed back
from the competitors, was a huge success. So Green-
bank CEQ. Gerry Kinsella, Tournament Director lan
Littlewood, Tournament Referee Ken Armson MBE,
all the Umpires and helpers can feel completely satis-
fied with the outcome

Everybody who took part can feel proud.

Lynne Riding (centre) after the presentation of her
Gold medal, flanked by Genevieve Clot (France)
Silver and Eimear Breathnach (Ireland} Bronze

Only downside was fiom the local playing
Jraternily, same few faces, moving and setting up the
tables, and clearing up afier !,
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Merseyside Schools Table Tennis Association

Newsletter no. 12 October 2003 Secretary: F.Sorrentiny
Wirral CH49 0XD
Phone (0151) 512 0285

E-mail msttalantiworld com

2003 has been another very successful year for the MSTTA,
i Tom Page, Arjun Chadna, Joe Caldwell, Matthew Evans and Mike Horobin from Calday Grange
j Grammar School, Wirral, reached the National Grand Final at Hinckley Leisure Centre, Leicestershire on

i the 15 March 2003 and finished as one of the top four School Teams in the country.

iFollowing some great performances at the National Indevidual Finals at Fenton Manor, Stoke, these Mersey-
Lside players were invited to represent English Schools at the British School Championships on the 27" to
129" June 2003 at the Sport Scotland National Centre in Inverelyde, Larghs, Scotland.

VUnder 18 Bowvs  Daniel HORNER of Wirral Grammar School; Runncr up in the Nationals.

BUnder 18 Girls ~ Cherith GRAHAM of King George V High School, Seuthport, Semi finalist in the Nationals,
1Under 13 Girls ~ Jordyn LAYFIELD of Prenton High School, Prenton, Birkenhead, Semi finalist in the Nationals.
]

I Daniel excelled by winning the Scnior Bovs gold medal, the Team silver medal and the doubles bronze medal.

] Cherith, won a bronz¢ in (he Senior Girls Individual and Doubles and a silver medal as a member of the England B team.
I Jordyn , won a bronze in the Cadet Gitds Doubles. In the Individuals she came through as a group winner and reached the
i Quarter Finals; also in the Cadets, she finished 4% Tn the Team event playing for the England B team,

i Also called up to represent England was Mitchell BARKER of Devonshire Park Primary School, Birkenhead who
i was Runner up in the under 11 at the Nationals

i At the British Primary Schools International Championships at Shadsworth, Blackburn on the 4™ to 6% April
j 2003_ Mitchell won gold as a member of the victorious England team.

i
i MSTTA 2003/04 Calendar
All MSTTA tournaments will be held at New Ferry Village Hall, Wirral

School Team Championships held on Sundav 30th. November 2003
18 school teams entered, (all boys I'm afraid) from Wirral, Liverpeol, St. Helens, Knowsley.
These arc the results:
under 13 boys winners: Calday Grammar School, Wirral
rfup: Birkdale High Sports College
under 16 bovs winners: Birkdale High Sperts College
r/up: Sutton High School
under 19 boys winners: Calday Grammar Sschool, Wirral
rfup: Wirral Grammar Schoeol

[ndividual Championships Sunday 29th. February 2004
MSTTA AGM. TBA. ( ring Frank )
ESTTA 2003/04 Calendar
All Team Championships (Winners of own Couniy Championships)
Zone Finals Saurday 17" January 2004  al Shadsworth, Blackbum
Regional Fimnals Saturday 7% February 2004  at Shadsworth, Blackbum
National Finais Saturday 6" March 2004 at Hinckley,  Leicestershire.

Secretary: F.Sorrentino
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Paul Gittins

Division 1

Merseyside Police

FOnce again I'm haunted by bad
dreams and I'd be grateful if anvone
out there could help to make sense
of this one particular reoccurring
dream. I'm out and about in my
Police uniform walking my local
beat when 1 see six fellas beating
up Stan Clarke . A passer by comes
up to meand says, " Arn't you going
to help?"To which | reply,"No, six
should be enough "

Any ideas? Answers on the
back of match cards please Just fit
the answers in between all your
match comments,

What a difference a signing
makes or in Waterloo's case two
signings.  Keith Williams and
Wayne Percival have not only
erased the club's annual relegation
battle but have also made them po-
tential title contenders. In recent
years my reports for Waterloo have
always been reserved for the latter
stages of the digest as this usnally
reflects their divisional position but
look at them now Leading the way
after six matches and by all ac-
counts well deserved.

Ted Birch's season effect-
ing injury during the opening game
against Cadwa has probably re-
sulted in Wayne being called upon
much more than imtially expected.
Ted having lost to Peter Taylor,
played the first set against Ken Har-
tley before retiring injured. Regard-
less of this, Waterloo still managed
arespectable draw thanks to a clean
sheet by Keith , which incidentally
mcluded a comfortabie win over
Chris Ford , and a strong perform-
ance by Alan Chase who will be
pleased with his wins over Ken and
Peter

A 6-4 win against YMCA
'A' saw a deja vu performance with
Keith again easing his way through
the night ably assisted by Alan

Chase who had good wins over
Tony Whelan and Dele Olyumbo
although losing out to Ahmed Tha-
bet . Richie Cragg also pulled his
weight by producing a good win
against Dele Tm told that appar-
ently this match was interrupted by

a total stranger entering the club .

house and explaining that he was
new to the area and where could he
find the nearest boozer? Richie
Cragg replied." You're looking at
him."

YM's Lawrence Kenwright
gracefully admitted that both Keith
and Wavne were in a different class
when therr respective teams met.
Their performance obviously fil-
tered down to Alan Chase who
plaved his part with great wins over
Peter Lee and Omid Khaiyat to add
to the 8-2 win. Peter Lee said that
regardless of the result it was a great
night of table tennis.

Alan Chase took up the
number one mantle agatnst Marconi
and continued the tradition of three
straight wins. Mike Allen must've
been possessed on the night when
he produced two great epic wins
over Bob Edwards and Trevor
Owen giving the Waterloo team a
6-4- win.

Regardless of Waterloo's
fortune I still beheve that YM will
succeed as champions. Peter, Law-
rence and Omid are playing on a
regular basis and will impact more
often on teams throughout the sea-
son. Wav's Alice Howard and Roy
Smith did however manage to stop
the rot in their 8-2 defeat at the
hands of the YM boys with a good
win by Alice over Pete whereas
Roy showed us all how it should be
done against the defensive Onud.
Apparently you just smash every
single ball past him. Ahh. so that's
the secret .

YM dropped a further two
points when Ford's Tim Weardon
and Tom Murray both got the bet-
ter of Ahmed Thabetand although
James Eaton went home empty
handed he should {ake some solace
that he took Lawrence to the Sth set
Lawrence continued his form
against the Police team by taking
all his three, John Rankin included.
John made amends against Peter
Lee, as did Steve but, true to form,
1 fell under the Peter Lee curse and
lost 15 in the 5th. Humbug.

Neither Peter or Lawrence
were avatlable for YM's clash
against Bath St. but Omid, Keith
Bird and Miguel Bellec all raised
the victory flag over Fred Bain-
bridge and Brenda Buoey but were
then subdued by the ever consis-
tant hat trick man Kenny Jackson .

Cadwa's title prospects
have been somewhat abdicated by
Kevin Dolder's transfer to the
Ford's team. Kevin didn't feature in
his new teams 6-4 defeat against
his old club but Tim Weardon will
be pleased with good wins over
Ken Hartley and Peter Taylor.
James Eaton also added salt to Pe-
ter Taylors wounds with an equally
good win. Chris Ford cruised to
three comfortable wims. Chris 1s
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still a formidable force at Cadwa
and will take some heating although
Wav's Roy Smith nearly succeeded
losing  11/5 in the 5th to Chris
during a 8-2 defeat . Mick Tierney
went one better by beating Ken
Hartley 11/9 in the 5th and then
combined with Alison Howard to
take the doubles from Chris and
Pete Taylor.

Bath St'A' are having a
great start to the season. There 7-3
win over Marconi saw Claire Peers
(nee Newns ) and lan McElwee get
the better of Bob Edwards although
Marcont's Tim Ternent reeked re-
venge upon Claire and John Lang-
ton. Incidently John seems to have
improved no end. This was evident
when the Bath St teams clashed for
their first derby of the season. The
Ist came out 6-4 winners but John
played a stormer beating Brenda
and losing out to Ken and Fred both
m the fifth set. Tan McElwee beat
Fred and Brenda but lost to Kenny
Jackson who in turn then lost in
another nail biter to Claire. All in all
a great match.

You'll all notice that Claire
Newns is now Claire Peers having
recently tied the knot. Apparently
whilst on honeymoon the new bride
was a bit embarrassed to be known
as a honeymooner. So when Claire
and her husband pulled up to the
hotel she asked him if there was any
way that they could make it appear
as if they'd been married a long
time. "Sure" he said. "You carry the
suitcases.”

The 'A' team continued
their winning streak with a 6-4
overall of Cadwa but individual
performances suggest a night of
conflicting styles. Ian McElwee
eased through Peter Taylor but
struggled to keep up with Ken Har-
tley whereas , conversely, Claire
Peers couldn't control Peter but hit
through Ken for a comfortable re-
sult Mark Patterson won the re-

serve battle with a four set win over
S.Rone .

Take no prisoners was the
motto when Bath'A' slaughtered
Maghull 9-1. Matt Wilson prevent-
ing the duck by beating nice guy
Ricky Brown. Matt was however
unlucky losing in five to both lan
and Claire. Harold House to date
have been the only team to inflict a
defeat upon Bath St 'A’ but did have
some help as Bath St were playing
with one short . Alec Bryce was the
only Harold House winner having
two epic games against lan and
Claire. Alec was joined by Ray
Tackson to take the doubles.

The Harold House squad
remains as consistant as ever. Ym's
Dele Olyumbo was the fall guy dur-
ing their match losing all three in a
6-4 defeat . Ray Jackson went home
with the match ball with impressive
wins over Tony Whelan, Dele and
Ahmed. Alec just missed out on his
hat trick losing 8 in the 5th against
the unorthodox but effective Ah-
med Thabet who also went on to
wreck havoc with Ken Connor. Ray
obviously enjoys threesomes as was
the case in their 6-4 win over the
Wavertree crew of Alice, Roy and
Mick Tierney, The same match saw
Roy Smith uncharacteristically los-
ing all his three to Ray, Alec and
Steve Whalley.

Harold Houses single de-
feat to date was against a Kevin
Dolder led Fords team. Tim Wear-
don had a bad night losing ali three
to Alec, Steve and Eddie Clein who
also went on to beat James Eaton.
Kevin barely broke sweat in any of
his matches, I'm told that during the
evening Eddie Clein's mobile tele-
phone went off and the caller was
told by one of Eddie's team mates
that Eddie was just about to start
agamst Kevin Dolder. "That's fine"
the caller said. "I'll hold."

Fords will obviously be
pleased with their signing of Kevin
as this will no doubt allow other

members of the team to concen-
trate on enjoying the season with-
out the worry of any relegation
prospects. This was certainly the
case wn their 9-1 win over Bath St
which saw Kenny Jackson losing
all three to Kevin, Tim and James.
Brenda Bouey spoilt the party with
a wm over Tim. Fords game
against Marconi produced the bat-
tle of the "Tims' with Tim Weardon
lesing out game 8 in the 5th to Tim
Ternent who then went on, as did
Bob Edwards, to beat Tom Mur-
ray. [revor Owens, who inciden-
tally is playing some good ping
pong this season, also had a good
win over Tim Weardon. Final re-
sult 6-4 to Fords.

YMCA 'A' will also be
happy with their start to the season.
A 6-4 win over possible relegation
rivals saw YM's Tony Whelan pro-
duce a hat trick performance. Ma-
gull's Steve Woods did however
make his mark with important
wins over Miguel Bellec and Keith
Bird Tony continued his good
form during the 6-4 win over
Wavertree with a comfortable vic-
tory against Roy Smith and a four
set win over Gary Watson. Ahmed
Thabet matched Tony's defeat of
Reoy Smith but fell by the way side
against Alice and Gary, although,
Keith Bird had little trouble with
Alice and also went on to beat
Gary 9 in the 5th.

I'm expecting the Bath St.
first team to start working their
way up the table sometime after
Christmas. T know that Kenny has
been unavailable for a match or
two and that this has coincided
with Brenda's reoccurring back in-
jury. Unfortunately for Maghull
Kenny was avatlable during their
match and was back to his winning
ways in the 7-3 win. Matt Wilson
did however make a match of it
with good wins over Fred and
Brenda. Alan Jones was unfortu-

Pagc 9




nate to lose game 8 tn the 5th to
Brenda.

I'm not however expecting
Marconi to start making their way
up the table after Christmas because
if they do, my Police team wiil be in
real trouble. 1t is going to be very
tight at the bottom of the table and
both Marconi and the Police team
will be fighting for every point.
Their 6-4 win over Wavertree cer-
tainiy helped the cause and was the
result of a great team performance.
Bob Edwards beat Roy Smith, Al-
ice Howard and Ricky Jones whilst
" mad as a hatter ' lan Wensley had
great wins over Ahce and Ricky.
Frank McCann was unlucky to lose
11 in the 5th against Alice but made
amends when he partnered Bob to
take the doubles against Roy and
Alice.

The Police team did draw
first blood towards the relegation
battle with a 7-3 win against Mar-
comt. Steve Gittins and young Tom
Page fought over the match ball,
winning all their three, whilst T
fought to put a ball on the table,
losing to Bob and Trevor and lucky
to scrape a win over lan Wensley.
The result was reversed against

Harold House with Steve continu-
ing his form over Ken Connor and
Alec Brvce Police's Tony Harris
and Len Dyson were both unlucky
not to pick up a win, Tony losing in
the 5th to Alec and Eddie whilst
Len was 2 nil up against Ken Con-
nor but unfortunately let it slip.

Maghull don't need me to
remind them of the struggle they
face now that Paul Hutchins has
moved on. Like previous seasons
they will endeavour to make their
mark and take each game as it
comes. Steve Woods had a good
win over Ray Jackson in their 7-3
defeat at the hands of the Harold
House team. In the same game Fred
Pheysey and Alan Jones both beat
K. Ingham. The secret of success
when playing at Maghull is to make
sure that you pick the end that goes
up hill. If you don't know what 1
mean then try placing a full cup of
tea on the table.

Anyway, time to close and
get back to my mundane life. You'll
notice that I haven't mentioned the
new 11 up system. | was hoping that
players would've endorsed the
match cards with their comments
and in that way I could've had a

consensus of opinions. How na-
ive of me. Still 1 will keep my
fingers crossed for the next batch
of cards.

I'm also very sorry if 1
missed anyone out during this
feature but I have been suffering
with bouts of amnesia lately and
it's all down to my wife's Christ-
mas present. I'd recently paid for
membership for Jeanette at
Formby Golf club and last week
we went for a game. ['d been
having a great game but unfortu-
nately Jeanette was playing aw-
ful . On the 15th tee I hit a
beautiful shot, 270 vards straight
down the fairway. Jeanette steps
up and hits a tremendous slice
that leaves the course and lands
in the pasture out of bounds. We
both went looking for the ball
and just as we were about to give
up I spotted a glint of white com-
ing from a cow's behind, just
under its tail. T lifted the tail to
make sure and then called to
Jeanette saying, "Here, love, this
looks like yours."............... That's
the last thing [ remember

Havea good Christmas.

Coaching at Maghull TT Club

Mark Ambrose, 14 years old, started playing at Maghull Community

Association about 3 years ago, played regularly in the Southport League,

helping his team to gain promotion te the 2nd. Division last
Has been called up to play for Southport Cadets,

and Juniors during last season.

SSAsotL

He has won 5 out of his 6 games played in the Southport 2nd. Div. This

current season,

This season he has moved mto the Liverpool League arena, playing for

Maghull *A’ in the 4th. Division

Lost his first games at Bath St, next match just happened to be a ‘Derby’

game with their *B’ team, losing one singles to his “coach” Bill Salter, but

wins in s other visits to the table to help in a 9-1 win for the ‘A’ team.

His next match produced good wins against Paul Morgan and Dave Cohen
of HHouse ‘A’, and his doubles, so at time of writing this, Maghull ‘A" are

in 3rd spot in Div. 4, will he be playing in Div. 3 next year?.

also Lancashire Cadets
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Sylvia Graham

Division 2

Bootle JC

After the usual millions of
pounds spent in pre-season transfer
fees, the most notable being Gra-
ham Black’s move to Cadwa and
Dave Evans to Bootle JC , T can say
that the new season’s well under
way but I'm a little flummoxed
about what I should put down on
paper. Normally, by this time the
division would have settled down
and the teams would have got them-
selves into some semblance of or-
der .. .y’know what | mean.. .a
couple of teams going for promo-
tion, several pretty safe in the mid-

dle and a couple fighting
desperately to avoid relegation ...
but no'! .. not our dwision!t!!

we’ve got six teams trying for pro-
motion, a couple safe in the middie
and two or three in the relegation
zone. 1 never thought the second
division could get any stronger but
once again I'm wrong and the really
sad thing 1s that at the end of the
season after slogging away at every
match there’s only going o be two
teams getting promoted to the first
and I'm not even going to try and
predict who they are. Whatever
happens 1 think the two must come
from either Manweb, Cadwa ‘A’
Police *A’, Bootle JC ‘A’, Liver-
pool YMCA’A’ or outsiders Man-
web ‘A’. Rumour has 1t that
Manweb ‘A’s challenge may fall by
the wayside if star player Les Mo-
lyneux gets re-ranked into the first
team. But if that does happen will
the squad stay together in the first
and leave the ‘A’ team open te
relepation next season?? Al six
teams mentioned have strengths
and weaknesses and there witl be no
runaway winner to this division. All
1 can see 13 hard graft for each team
and woe betide those teams that
can’t get their full strength sides out
each week . but it’s not all doom

and gloom because we should see
some great table tenms along the
way. One factor I think could have
an influence is that the Police and
Bootle JC as young teams can be
expected to improve dramatically
during the season. To date Police
are the only team not to have lost a
match but of their first eight
matches, six were either draws or
6:4 wins. The JC youngsters under
the steadying influence of their cap-
tain should turn around some of this
half’s defeats.

Well I must say how nice it 1s
to see Alan Davies in this divi-
sion.. last time I saw him was
yonks ago and T can’t believe the
improvement. He seems to have
calmed down a little and although
he still has that flamboyant style
that we all love him for, he isn’t
making the same number of un-
forced errors that he used to make.
It’s obvious that Graham Black and
Mike Power have had a stabilising
effect on him and this has kept the
Cadwa team up there with the rest.
The Manweb teams and YMCA are
strong throughout and 1 look for-
ward to some exciting matches to

report. As far as relegation is con-
cerned there are two teams well
down in the refegation zone: Wa-
terloo ‘A° and Wavertree La-
bour’ A’ If Wavertree have lost
Mick Tierney then ! think that
really does mean they will be rele-
gated but they can carry on and
enjoy therr table tennis for the re-
mainder of the season without
pressure. Waterloo is in much the
same position by not being able to
field a regular side. Bootle JC has
pulled itself to safety by fielding
Rob Wylie and Julian Quirk in the
same team and I think Bath St. and
Marconi are also safe. Bath St.
held Marconi to creditable draw
when fielding only two players.

Team captamns seem to
have had a bout of laryngitis so far
this season, except for Graeme
Reid, but thanks to ail who man-
aged to make me titter in between
cards. One from Police made me
decide to have a festive competi-
tion (see end of article for details)
whilst the one from Waterloo held
a plaintive message for this season
‘HEELP!”. Fords say that you al-
ways feel you have a chance
against Manweb but that they give
you no easy points ...still the 6:4
result must have been quite pleas-
ing against a team vying for pro-
motion, In the last issue Graeme
Reid said that he was out to get
Dave Evans this season but he
couldn’t keep up the nets and
edges and went down 7, 8§ 3 in
Fords clash with Bootle JC “A’.
Graeme Reid from Fords commis-
erates with Wavertree Labour for
not having Mick Tierney at their
match. Mick was called up for “1*
team duty’ and Fords were quick
to grasp this fortuitous opportunity
and collected a2 much appreciated
10 points. However, a little birdie
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has also told me that Mick Tierney
is no longer eligible to play in this
division and also that Frank James
will be missing for most of Ford’s
next 12 matches due to work com-
mitments. Police confirm that they
had a very competitive match
against Manweb and at the end of
the night the honours were deserv-
edly shared. Either side could have
snatched victory and Jon’s win over
Andy ensured Police went away
with the match ball (hang on ... it
was their home match!!). It’s a rare
match when Dave Harse loses two
and Gemma LJoyd had her first loss
of the season to Ray Parkinson.
When Ray’s on form he can iake
most players 1n the division. Dave
and Ray then came back from 6-1
down in the fourth game in the dou-
bles to win the fifth impressively
11:6 to tie the match.

And lasty the roles of hon-
our:

Facesavers:-

Mick Tierney (Wavertree La-
bour “A’) beat Roger Neal (Bootle
JC*A") 6, -11, -19, -7. Rob Wylte
(Bootle JC) beat Ray Parkinson
{Manweb) 7, 3,9. Mick Allen And
Ritchie  Cragg(Waterloo)  beat
Graeme Reid and Rob Goldson
(Fords *A’) —=11. 7. 9. -9, 9. fan
Lennon {Marconi ‘A’) beat Geotge
Lennon (Cadwa ‘A’) -9, -7, -
11.Dave Stoddern {Bath St ‘C)
beat Bob Hughes(Fords) -12,18, 21

Close Wins:- Bill Stanley
(Wavertree Labour ‘A”) beat Frank
MeCann (Marconi *A’) 10, -9, &,
-13. 6. Dave Tagg (YMCA ‘B)
beat Ritchie Cragg (Watetloo “A’)
11,12, -11, 6, 9. lan Wensley (Mar-
conl "A’) beat Alan Davies (Cadwa
"A’) -9, -8, 6, 10, 14. Ritchi Jones
(Wavertree Labour ‘A’) beat Paul
Evans Manweb ‘A’) 11, -11, 10, -8,
9.Teri-Ann Nolan (Police *A’) beat
Nigel Stopher (Waterloo “A’) 10, 8,
-7, -10, 9. Rob Wylie (Bootle JC)

beat Ritchy Jones (Wav. LAB.
‘A’) 4, 5, -10, -13, 10. Mick
Tierney and ifan Black (Wav
Lab. *A’} lost to Mikael Beiloc
and Paul O’ Donnell (YMCA *B’)
8, -11, -8, 12, -10. Mark Patter-
son (Bath St *B’) beat Peter Wass
(Marcont *A”) 11, 19,9, 9.

Good Wins: Pete Holmes
(Waterloo ‘A’) beating Dave
Evans and Tom Bray {Bootle JC
‘A’)9,-4,9 8, and 9,-8,-3, 8, 8
respectvely. Sue Burgess (Bath
St. “B’) beating Alan Davies and
Mike Power (Cadwa ‘A’) 4, 4, 8
and -7, 6, 10 7 respectively..

Christmas Competition
Guess Who Terri-Anne’s

Jave person is in DIV 2.

“For this feaser
go to page 16.”

Tony Harris

Division 3

Merseyside Police

After a long hard season in
Division 2 1t 1s a pleasure to be back
in Division 3 where matches are
tust as keenly contested but the
players and the all round atmos-
phere is much more friendly. (apart
that 1s from the player who got
rather upset that the umpire, me,
spoke some quiet words of encour-
agement to my team mate who had
Just lost the first game to the player
concerned. "NO COACHING’, he
shouted several times, ‘THE UM-
PIRES SUPPOSED TCO BE IM-
PARTIAL’ Oh really!!)

Anyway, welcome to a new
season where the talking point re-
mains the 11 up scoring system that
was imposed on us. ['ve found that
the 11 up is great if you win but a

load of rubbish if you lose. Tt cer-
tainly makes our sport different
with many gamies won and lost in
the head (if you know what 1 mean!).

After agreeing to write these
notes I intend to use the power of
the pen to raise some of the conten-
tious issues (fiddles) that arise

every season and are seemingly
atlowed to happen by our Man-
agement Committee (more of
that later).

But back to the business in
hand. The division is headed by
Police "B’ with just a few points
separating the chasing pack of
CADWA “C’, Bootle YMCA,
Manweb ‘B’ and Bath St ‘D’.

Police ‘B’ remain unbeaten
after 6 matches and their regular
foursome of Tony Harris, Paula
French, Len Dyson and Brian
Burrows have been strengthened
by cameo appearances by Gavin
Lloyd and Clare Langford. They
had a tough opening match at
Manweb ‘B’ and were surprised
to see Trever Barraclough play-
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ing at number 4. Trevor is the same
tough opponent he has always been
and he won his two for Manweb,
bemusing Brian Burrows and then
coming from two games down to
beat Len Dyson 11-8 in the fifth.
Another tough game in week 2 saw
a Police ‘B’ 6-4 victory over Bootle
YMCA, the winning margin being
guaranteed by Police taking both
doubles points. Further 8-2 wins
versus ‘Wav. Lab ‘B’ 9-1 versus
CADWA ‘B’ and 9-1 versus Mar-
conl ‘B have put Police ‘B” in a
strong position at the top and it’s
going 1o take a good team to dis-
lodge them.

The CADWA *‘C’ team of
George Lennon, Steve Graham,
Rob Davies and George Higham are
a strong outfit and quite capable of
winning the race for the title, espe-
cially as they can and have called on
Colin Rourke as a reserve on a cou-
ple of occasions. Week 1 saw a
comfortable 7-3 win over Bath St
‘C", George Lennon winning his
two v Rob Peat, 11-4 in the fifth and
Dave Stoddern in three. After a 10-
0 win over Waterloo ‘B’ they beat
Manweb ‘B* 7-3. George Higham
starred for CADWA as he won his
doubles, beat Alan Cameron and
topped the evening off with a mag-
nificent fight back win over Trevor
Barraclough, 8-11, 10-12, 11-9, 11-
6, 12-10 (some game!l). The only
blip to CADWA ‘C’ s excellent
start to the season was a 3-7 defeat
at home by Bootie YMCA, who
were strengthened at number 4 by
reserve Matt Poershke who won his
two. They bounced back in week 5
with an 8-2 away win at Wav. Lab
‘B’ where number 1 George Len-
non kept up his 100% start to the
season.

The Bootie YMCA team of
John Higham, Roly Wright, Danny
Every and Ritchie Winckle are ly-
ing in third spot and are quite capa-

ble of making a push for promotion
(if they really want it that is!) A 6-4
win over Manweb “C” in week 1
was foliowed with a convincing 9-1
victory against an under strength
Wav. Lab. ‘C". They then beat Bath
St *C° away, 7-3, despite Ricky
Brown coming in at number | for
Bath St and winning his two. Danny
Every had good straight games vic-
tories over Rob Peat and Billy Clay-
ton. New slimline Ritchie Winckie
seems to be getting to grips with his
long pimple forehand rubber {what
is it about Bootle YM and funny
rubbers anyway?) and he had an
excellent double over Dave Stod-
dern, 3-1, and Billy Clayton, 11-9,
12-14, 11-3, 14-12. (I dor’t think
that would have happened a couple
of seasons ago!)

The Bath St D’ team of Steve
Nield, Les Gee, Peter Ross and
Billy Clayton are a very experi-
enced set up and they will be there
or thereabouts at the finish. Steve
Nield won his two in a week 1 6-4
victory away at CADWA *B’, com-
ing from two games down to beat
Billy Hargreaves, 11-9 in the deci-
der, and also took part in a five
gamer with Rob Peverall, 11-8 in
the fifth. Week 2 saw the Bath
Street derby resulting in a convine-
ing 7-3 victery for the ‘D’ team
over the ‘C’ team.

Which brings me to my first
conteniious issue.

It 15 ebvious to everyone, and
results and divisional positions con-
firm it, that the bath St ‘D’ team is
much stronger than the *C’ team.
Why then are the club allowed (o
place the obviously stronger
group of players below the
weaker proup, therefore gaining
an unfair advantage when it
comes to playing reserves? Any
member of the ‘D) team, or in fact
all of the ‘D’ team could play as a

reserve (s) 1n a match against
another team.

COME ON MANAGE-
MENT COMMITTEE - THIS
CANNOT BE RIGHT!! These
loopholes in the rules that allow
clubs to “fiddle’ albeit within the
existing rules, need sorting out!

The exact same situation
exists with the two CADWA
teams n this division, the ‘C”
team pushing for the title and the
‘B’ team fighting relegation, but
able to call on stronger *C’ team
members when needed.

Back to results. Bath St D’
had a convineing 8-2 victory
away at Marconti *B’ followed by
a tight 6-4 win at Waterloo ‘B’
where Billy Clayton starred,
winntng his doubles and defeat-
g G. Oates 3-1 and K. Wright
m three straight. The absence of
Les Gee in week 5 against Man-
web *C’ may have been a factor
1 their 4-6 defeat.

The Manweb ‘B’ team of
Alan  Evans, Paul Jennings,
Sharon Norman and Trevor Bar-
raclough are another side capable
of mounting a serious challenge
for the title. Their 7-3 week 1
defeat by police ‘B’ was fol-
lowed by a strong 8-2 victory
away at Wav' Lab” *C' (both
doubles to Wav) but they then
came up agamst a strong
CADWA “C’ and were without
the services of Paul Jennings.
With Colin Rourke at number 1
CADWA (" were too strong
although Sharon had a good win
over Rob Davies, 11-9 n the
fifth. Restored to full strength in
week 4Manweb ‘B’ thrashed
Bath 8t *C’ 9-1 and followed this
with a 10-0 walloping of Water-
loo ‘B’
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Both Wav, Lab teams should
manage a mid table position but
with the loss of John Gratten (new
job in Sheffield; well done John!)
the ‘B’ team may get sucked into
the relegation batile This Wav.
Lab. ‘B’ team of Peter Howden,
John Gratton, Paul Banks and Dave
Foulis started the campaign with a
good 8-2 victory over newly pro-
moted Marconi ‘B’ A 6-4 away
win at Manweb ‘C’ where the much
improved Paul Banks won his two,
11-7 v Peter Carney in the fifth, and
3-1 v Arthur Harmson, was fol-
lowed by an 8-2 defeat to Police
‘B’. In this game Peter Howden and
Paul Banks both played well beat-
ing Police number 1 Tony Harris.

The Wav. Lab derby match
resulted in a 5-5 draw. Tony Connor
starred for the *C” team with wins
over Peter Howden and John Grat-
ton, both 3-1, while Paul Banks for
the ‘B’ team beat Dave Williams,
3-0, before an epic battle with Mike
Ashton went Paul’s way 13-11 1n
the fifth. An 8-2 defeat by CADWA
*C” brought the Wav. Lab ‘B’ team
back to earth although Peter How-
den and Dave Foulis did well to
earn a point each with wins over
Steve Graham and Rob Davies re-
spectively, both in the fifth.

The Wav, Lab ‘C” team of
Teny Connor, Mike Ashton, Colin
Fyles and Dave Wiltiams should be
pood enough to stay 1n the division
if they can field this foursome on a
regular basis. They opened their
account with two reserves against
Waterloo and still came away with
a 6-4 win, Tony Connor wining his
two v Ted Cramsie and Harry Nel-
son. Back to full strength against
Manweb ‘B’ they lost 8-2 muster-
ing the two pints from the doubles.
Another heavy defeat followed, 9-1
away at Bootle YMCA, Tony Con-
nor picking up the sole point with a
3-1 win over Roly Wnght, who

admits, ‘1 just can’t seem to do any-
thing with Tony’s bat (Roly, you
could have hidden it, sat on it or put
it on a bonfire!!) A good result was
needed in week 5 and it came with
a 7-3 victory over CADWA ‘B’.
Tony Connor and Mike Ashton
were the stars on the night, pairing
up for a doubles win, and four fur-
ther points with wins for Tony v
Rob Peverall, and Mike v Rob 11-5
in the fifth and peter Roberts 3-1.

Manweb *C’° don’t seem to
have a regular foursome but looking
at the players available to them they
should finish above the relegation
battie in mid table. Up to now (five
games played) they have used 8
players but their ‘regular’ teams
seems to be Neil Jennings, Peter
Carney, Alan Cameron and Allan
Biggs. A battling performance v
Bootle YMCA in week 1 eamed
Manweb ‘C" 4 points, Rob Barker
winning his two v Danny Every and
an excellent win over John Higham
11-4 in the fifth. The same result
away at Wav. Lab ‘B’ doubled their
points although with a very differ-
ent team, John Ashley and Arthur
Harrison coming in to the fray.
They eamed a draw at CADWA
‘B’, Rob Barker again winning two,
over Rob Peverall 11-7 in the fifth
and Peter Roberts in straight games.
Man of the Match however was
Doug Baker for CADWA ‘B’ as he
gained a valuable doubles point
with Peter Roberts v Rob Barker
and John Ashley, coupled with fine
wins over John and Allan Biggs,
both 3-1. They recorded their first
win of the season in week 5, a tre-
mendous 6-4 away win at Bath St
‘D’. Allan Biggs starred with wins
over Peter Ross and Billy Clayton
as well as his doubles.

At this early stage of the sea-
son the relegation battle looks like
being between Bath St “C,
CADWA ‘B’, Waterloo ‘B’ and

Marceni ‘B’. My favourites for
the drop are the latter two as they
don’t have stronger reserves to
draft in when needed, from their
stronger groupings below (see
previous contentious issue para-
graph)

The CADWA *B’ team of
Rob Peverall, Ian Burrows, Peter
Roberts plus one other are still to
record their first win in Division
3. A 4-6 defeat at Bath St D’ in
week 1 was followed by a bat-
tling draw at Marconi ‘B’ con-
sidering CADWA only had three
players on show. Rob Peverall
played a captain’s innings pick-
ing up points with wins over An-
drew Owens and Ted Gilmour.
Rob Davies came in as their
‘plus one’ in the home match v
wav. Lab “C’ and was engrossed
in two grueling encounters with
Colin Fyles and Dave Williams.
Rob came back from two down
to beat Colin 9-11, 3-11, 20-18,
11-8, 11-9, and then to prove it
was no fluke he beat Dave 11-9
also in the fifth.

Bath St ‘C’ will also strug-
gle especially when it appears
that they don’t have a team. Rob
Peat and Dave Stoddern are
regulars but you can perm any
two from the rest of the club to
see who makes up the foursome.
The started with a 3-7 defeat v
CADWA “C° with Dave Stod-
dern and Peter Joiner picking up
points with wins v Rob Davies
(11-4 in the fifth) and Steve Gra-
ham respectively. Defeats at Wa-
terioo ‘B’ 4-6, Manweb ‘B’ 1-9
and Bootle YMCA 3-7 have left
Bath St in a mess. Rob Peat is a
battler and he will continue to
pick up peints but 1 must admit I
feel sorry for him as he struggles
each week to find a team.
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Marcoai ‘B’, Andrew Owens,
Ted Gilmour, John McCann and
Bobby Bell, are finding life in Divi-
sion 3 tough going after coming up
from the fourth. They were beaten
8-2 away at Wav. Lab ‘B’ with
Andrew Owens and Ted Gilmour
picking up the points courtesy of
Peter Howden. The same score line
followed away at bath St *D’, John
McCann beating Peter Ross and the
other point coming from the dou-
bles, However, a 6-4 victory at
Manweb ‘C” could have been even
better as three of Manweb’s points
came from tight fifth game deci-
ders. Man of the Match John Moore
beat Peter Carney and John Ashley
as well as a doubles win with Bobby
Bell who also beat John in the sin-
gles.

Waterloo ‘B’ are propping up
the division and although Ted
Cramsie, Harry nelson, Ken Nelson
and G. Oates will battle ail the way
it’s difficult to see how they are
going to escape (what’s happened
to Julie and Ro?). In the week 1
defeat to Wav. Lab *C’, 4-6, they
managed to pick up both doubles
points with Ted Cramsie and G.
Oales chipping in with wins v Colin
Fyles and Gordon Langshaw re-
spectively. A 10-0 thrashing by
CADWA ‘C" was followed by a 6-4
victory over an under strength Bath
St ‘C’. G Qates starred for Water-
loo with wins over Karen Gibson
and D. Marriot (11-5 in the fifth)
Number one Ted Cramsie starred in
the 4-6 defeat to Bath St *D’. With

partner K. Wright he won a dou-
bles peint v Gee/Ross, 11-8 in
the fifth, before going on to beat
Les, 11-6 in the fifth, and also
beat Steve Nield.

Predictions:

Promotion Police ‘B’ and
CADWA “C’ (not sure what or-
der)

Relegation Marconi “B” and
Waterloo ‘B”

Enjoy the rest of the season
and a very merry Christmas to
you all!

Steve Perry

Division 4

Wavertree Labour

Well with only 6 games of the
season gone division four is already
showing gaps between the teams.
At the top 1t looks like being a close
run thing between 3 teams, Harold
Heouse “A’, Liverpool YMCA *C”
and Maghull “A’, while at the other
end of the table Bath Street ‘F’ are
already showing signs of the season
being a long struggle.

Harold House started the sea-
sott with a convincing 9-1 victory
over Linacre, Harrv Reeve saving
the whitewash for Linacre with a
win in 4 over Paul Morgan. Harold
House have strengthened this sea-
son with the return to the Liverpool
League of Rod McPherson who
started his return with wins over
Jack Davidson and Peter Barton
before teaming up with Eddie Clein
to beat Harry and Jack in the dou-
bles.

Liverpool YMCA *“C’ are an-
other side with some changes of
personnel this season and certainly

look strong enough to maintain a
title challenge with Billy Cheung,
Steven Kee, Alvin Tso and Francois
Boll as their preferred line-up. They
started with an 8-2 victory away to
Bath Street ‘E’, the only defeats
for YM coming at the hands of Alan
Willis, who beat Alvin Tso, and
Dave Batty, playing as a reserve for
the E team, defeating Francois
Maghull ‘A" faced a difficult open-
ing match at home to Wavertree

Labour ‘D’, who have a new
number one this season in Helen
McCreary enabling Stan Clarke
to move down to number three,
you shouldn’t be losing too
many down there Stan! Maghull
dominated the match, emerging
8-2 victors, Ken Armson defeat-
ing Phil Christie before teaming
up with Stan to win the doubles,
depriving Maghull of a perfect
start. The other Wavertree La-
hour team in this division, the
‘E’ team, started off at home to
Aigburth, a typically close
match between these two teams
saw Wavertree scrape a 6-4
win. Aigburth seem to have
matinly the same squad this sea-
son, but have re-ranked the play-
ers with Carl Anderson moving
down to number three and Eric
Wood moving to number one.
From the results that I have seen
so far this seems to have
strengthened them overall, but in
this match Eric was beaten by
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both Andy Bird and Anthony
Mitchell, Anthony also beating Carl
while Andy went on to secure his
double by defeating Graham Rol-

| linson. Wavertree have just the

one change from last season, Andy
Bitd returning to the club on a regu-
lar basis and replacing Ken Roberts
who has decided not to play Liver-
pool League this season.

Another team with a new num-
ber one this season is Boetle
YMCA “A’, the man in question
being Matt Poershke who showed
the strength of his game by defeat-

] ing both Tom Downing and Bill
| Salter
1 Maghull

in a 5-5 draw away to
‘B°, unfortunately for
Bootle, this is the only game, so far,
that Bert Rivers has been available
to them.

Cadwa *D’ opened with a 7-3

| home win against Bath Street ‘T,

a result certainly helped by the fact
that Bath Street turned out a plaver
short. Cadwa found themselves in
the reverse situation a couple of
weeks later when they visited
Bootle YM when they also found
themselves one short, showing tre-
mendous fight on the night to take a

i draw from the game.

After surprising myself last

season by getting my predictions

correct at both ends of the table, T
am going to rest on my laurels and
say that this season is going to be
too tight to callt A lot will, as usual,
depend on consistent availability of
players, for example, how much of
the season will Harold House have
Eddie available for before he plays
00 many games up to be available
for them, on the other hand they do
seem to have a stronger “back-up”
squad this season compared to pre-
vious campaigns. Maghull ‘A’
seem to have a settled squad with
strength throughout, and will be
there or thereabouts at the end along
with Haroid Heuse and Liverpool
YM, possibly Wavertree Labonr
‘D' managing to sneak into the
shake-up.

Unless Bath Street ‘F’ can get
a consistent side out and start pick-
ing up points they already look in
danger of slipping down mto divi-
sion 5.

T guess 1 will not be able to get
away with not mentioning the first
game between Wavertree’s two
teams this season, a match which
saw a comprehensive 9-1 win for
the ‘D’ team, (nearly got the 10-0
Ken), all T can say is that we hope to
do better next time, no excuses, the
better team on the nmight won.

At the risk of being called
boring or controverstal, [ fecl the
need to raise a point regarding
the services that we see In the
league. There are stll some
players in the division, and in the
other divisions I am sure, who
don’t go anywhere near to com-
plying with the old service law
never mind the current law. |
know it is difficult to call your
own teammates for a dubious
serve, but some 1 have seen
again this seasen have been
verging on the ndiculous. 1
really don’t understand the stock
answer of “oh he/she has been
serving like that for vears, you
can’t expect him/her to change
now ” This is totally missing the
point, the fact is that the serve 1s
illegal and 1s often used to gain
an “illegal advantage™ for that
player. Players often seem to be
scared of saying anything about
a service at the risk of upsetting
the server and “ruining the
game,” but surely by doing noth-
ing it is actually ruining the
game for the receiver having to
face a serve that is against the
rules of the game.

Anyway, rant over, but
something for you to think
about. T wish you all a good
season and [ will see you around.

Christmas Competition: from Sylvia

Guess Who Terri-Anne’s fave person iy in DIV 2

11t's a dead cert that someone in the division will recognise him from this skeleton description.

His favourite TV character is Victor Meldrew and he’d be the first to admit that Religion pays a great part in
his life. He always calls a spade a spade and he is forever seen digging himself out of the holes he creates. He
enjoys good health but is sometimes prone to coughing fits. Friends say that he finishes any job he undertakes
and that he can be relied upon in a life or death situation. He has a great six-packyet he doesn’t go to the gym,
He plays every match as an eighteenth Century battle yet Richly deserves his table tennis wins.

| WHQ 18 HE???

(friends, family and relations of T-A cannot enter)

Please forwuard afl entries to Terri-Ann C/0 Peolice TT , Address as Handbook
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Division 5

By Editor

I am writing this 1% repert of
the current season because Div. 5
has lost its normal scribe, Ron
Georgeson, as he 1s now playing in
the 4% Division, and have been
unable to attract another interested
writer to take up the pen, not
through lack of trying T may add, 1
managed to get close, suggestions
of somebody eise, which never ma-
tenahsed. I will keep trying until
the next Digest, so if anyone out
there who plays in the 5™, fancies
having a go, let me know, you don’t
have to be an author.

Anyway, after 6 league games
mto the season, ( 4 in Div.5 due to
the shortage of teams), Greenbank
{ who have a few Globetrotters in
their ranks), sit on the top of the
Division, but a close 2 points be-
hind are Wavertree Labour.’F’
having played one less game, mind
vou this Way. Lab. team will take
some stopping with John Rowan
and Ian woods playing 1 & 2. Aig-
burth *A’, mid table with 18 points
having been part of the only draw in
the div. up to now, against Maghull
‘D’. Their first game of the season
put them up against a Greenbank
team practicing for their forthcom-
ing Wheelchair International Open
Tournament at Greenbank ( 7-9"
Nov)), Greembank winning 7-3,
young lan Laird had a good result
against [.ynne Riding winning 11-7
mthe 5% Up to date Aigburth have
used 8 players, another signing may
have may have resulted in another
team, maybe next season!

Maghull ‘D)’ have a settled
team of 4 from 5 with captain Alan
still letting 1Tup get to him, having
got a good draw out of Aigburth
‘A’, next met a strong Greenbank
team who were taking no prisoners
at the time, going down 8-2
Maghull’s 2 wins came from Steve
Banks in 3 over Ian Littlewood and

Keith Whittaker in 4 over Lynne
Riding, Alan did manage to take
one game off Tony Edge They
must have been wound up for the
next game, against Bath St.’G’,
(who had 2 ladies from the ‘H’ team
helping out) getting an 8-2 win, 3
sets going to 5 games, Alan losing
one of them to Albert Parker, mind
you Alan was 2-0 down, starting his
fight back with a 16-14 win, (bet he
was glad this one didn’t go to 21),
then winning the next 11-7, 2-2,
Albert winning the last 11-5, there
must have been a bit of tension
here!!, “but we still want 21- up
back, even though we won” says
Alan, consolation for the Bath St.
team 1s Alan’s praise for Lil’s um-
piring, take note other teams.

Bath St.’ started the season
with a close 6-4 win over their
‘H’team win, the “G” were 5-1 up,
and on the way to a rout, but Myra
went on to win her match against
Norman, then Albert won against
Eugene, 5-3, but the the last two
sets, the doubles, were shared.
Their next 3 games were 8-2 losses,
one game playing short, the other
two with the Ladies helping out
again, only ever present, Richard
Woodley, never thought Bath St
would be shert of players. Bath
St.’H’, only played 2 to date, lost 2,
but does that deter them_ no!, un-
lucky to lese to their ‘G’ team, and
going down to Maghull "C"7-3,
Bath's Albert Parker winning both
his games, and Myra winning in 4
against Jeanette, but losing both
doubles, and we know how the dou-
bles swing the mghts. Maghull *C’
started the season with a tough one
at Wav.Lab.’F’, going down 7-3,
but what a good doubles win for
Denise and Jeanette beating Kevin
and Eric in 4, with 2 wins after that,
puts them in the top half, with a
game in hand. Wav. Lab’F’ are
sitting two points behind Green-

bank at the top, with a game in
hand, 25 points from 3 games,
with John Rowan keeping up his
100% record. Wav. Have only
dropped one doubles, against the
ladies of Maghull,

H. House “B’started off
well with a win at Greenbank,
followed by 2 wins against
Maghull ‘D)* and Police, but ran
into a full strength Wav. ‘F?,
gomng down 9-1, Gary Abrams
saving the whitewash. Lewis
Rosenbloom had a good win
against Maghull’s Keith Whit-
taker in 4, (Lewis was recom-
mended for Div. 5 writer, but
gracefully declined, so T don’t
know if he deserves that men-
tion!). Police ‘C* are propping
up the div. at present, but only
because they have only played 2
matches, and only 2 sets going to
5 pames n these 2 matches, one
Dave Oakes losing in the 5 to
him O’grady of Aigburth, and
Bob Rawlinson losing the 4" &
5% to Dave Cohen of H.House,
but with the settled team they
turn out I’'m sure they will move
up a bit.

Greenbank are top at the
moment, having won 3 from 4,
their only loss was against a
strong H.House team, Green-
bank not fielding the strongest
team they can manage, Green-
bank’s David Finn maintains a
100% with 6 Qut of 6 singles and
3 out of 3 doubles. Lynne Riding
must have been using these
league games as practice, as she
went on to win Gold medal in
her class and Tan Littlewood got
silver in the class 4 team cvent,
during the recent Wheelchair In-
ternational Open tournament
held recently at the Greenbank
Academy, well done to ail those
at Greenbank who took part.
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The Frank Murphy Handicap Cup
Round.1

There were 6 clubs who overtook the handicap
barricr, the biggest inal scorc margin being 81.
Two of these games deserve a special mention because one
gamc was won by 11
points, and the other by 9 pomts.
Watcrloo 2 gave Manweb 2 a 20 point start, Manwceb held on
1o the lead wp to the Sth game,Walerloo 324 Manweb 320,
Waterloo holdng the lead ( just ) to the last game, Waterloo
437 - Manweb 426 The tension must have been clectric as the
two No.l's came to the table, Peter Holmes for Waterloo and
Paul Jennings for Manweb, they must have served up a tre-
mendous game, because ncredibly, the games finished up
level at 21-20 / 20-21, so that 11 point lead was maintained,
I'm sure the bar did well.
The other close match CADWA 2 -393 v MANWEB 1 - 4012,
MANWEB gave CADWA a 64 poini start, Manweb kept
snipping away at the lead. but it was only after the 8th game
that thev aclually moved into the lead, so the last game started
with the score at CADWA 351 - MANWEB 372, so again ,
the match hinging on the last game, the two No.1's, Graeme
Black for CADWA  and Dave Harse for MANWEB, Gracme
wins the first 21-11, on target,(l can feel the icnsion just
writing this report ), but Dave must have found that little
extra, Graeme won the game, but Dave staved in there for 19
points, and so gave Manweb the match by 9 ponts, don'
know if they managed Lo getl to the bar to celebrate, but I
would say well donc to all.
Bootle JC. 2 overcame a 122 handicap to win by 22 points.
The nexi round takes place the last plaving week before the
Christmas break,with the only Club guaranteed a place in the
next round, Bootke YMCA

Round 2
Maich 1, Liverpool YM, v Manweb 3.
YM. Staried with a 27 point lead, and never lost it alter the
8" pame YM. were still in front, but only by 24 points, and
that was it, the last game wasn’t plaved, both captains signed
the card, match over!!, YM. winners by 24 points.
Mateh 2. Bootle YMCA 2 v Bootle YMCA 1
YM L .started with 79 poinis to pull back, which was accom-
plished after the 4™ pame, going on to win the match by 64
points, Arthur Garnet saving the whitewash by taking a game
ofl Roly W, 21-12.
Match 3 Police 1 v Bath St. 5
Police slarled with amassive 173 points to pull back, and kept
whittling away at this total, but along the way lost two games,
and came down to the last game, the two No_ 17s, Paul Giitins
v Dave Cunningham, with Bath St. 29 points in front. not an
impossible task for Paul, but Dave decided to make it difTiculi
for Paul, Paul won both games.but Davc collected 25 points
on the way, giving Bath St. the match by just 12 points.
Match 4 Bath St.2 v Waterloo 1
This match of first and second div. plavers got off to an
uncxpected start with Bath Sireets Suc Burgess having to drop
out at the last minute duc Lo fog in Cheshire where she lives.
and Richard Woodley, who normally plays in the 5™ div,

CUPS

stepping in, so with Richards handicap of 100,
gave Bath St. a 126 point starl. K took a strong
Watcrloo team to the 8. game io overtake Lhe
handicap, the last game of Alan Chasc v Richard wasn’t
going to leave the match outcome 1 doubt, but Richard
managed to add 2! points io his 40 point tolal, { rom
gentleman Alan}.

Match S Linacre v Bath St. 1.

Linacre starled with a 175 point lcad, some batlle {or Bath
St. who started by pulling back 30 points in the first two
games, bul Harry Reeves stepped in next to win two of
Lingere’s 3 onky wins, so into the last pame, the two 17s
and Linacre still in (ront bv 41 points, Bath St.’s Ken
Jackson won both games, but Harry pulled in 12 points,
giving Linacre the match by only 11 points, so from 175
0 11, close 11,

Match6  Manweb 1 v Bath St. 3.

Not much between these teams, Bath St. started with a |7
points lead, and maintained the lead into the 5% game,
afler that Manweb slayed in front, even though Bath St.
won 3 of the next 8 games Manweb kept hold of the lead,
finally winning the malch by 13 points.

Match 7 Bootle 3C. V Aighurth,

Bootle started with a 1537 point lull to climb, but with
Aigburth gaining valuable points in the carly games, and
only winning two of the total 18 games plaved, bul kept
on winning valuable points along the way, and finally ran
out 38 points in front.

Match8  Waterloo 2 v Fords.

This match must have been a cracker, two sccond div.
teams baltling it out, with only a 9 point advantage to
Waterloo, the lead changed virtually every other game,
after the 7%, gamc Fords were just 2 points in [ront, after
the 8% game they had increased this lead to 21 points, so
the final game between Pete Holmes and Grahame Reid
could decide the match, Pete won the two games but
Grahame was close, picking up 36 points, to give Fords
the match by 135 points.

Another good round of this popular tournament where the
handicaps sccm to be just keeping the lower teams in
front, but that nced nol have been the case in a few of the
matches played, the lower players just got stuck . well
plaved everyonc concerned.

The Draw for the last 8 to be played week

of Monday 26/01/04
FORDS v LIVERPOOL YMCA
MANWEB 1 v AIGBURTH 1
WATERLOO ! v BOOTLE YMCA1
LINACRE v BATHSTREET 5
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DIVISIONAL CUPS
DIV.1. Fords gol off (o a good start, by the time a
delayed Cadwa’s Chris Ford had got to the table, Fords
were already 4-0 up. Kevin Dolder chipping in with 2, 1o
compicte a 3-1 win. Waterloo went oul with a much weak-
ened team, but at lcast they plaved. Liverpool YMCAs 1™
team are going {0 take some stopping if they can ficld their
top team each match, winning 3-1 against a strong Police
team. Are the YM thinking about the double..
DIV, 2. No 5-1's herc. match of the Div. musl have been
Police *‘A° v Cadwa “A’, right to the last game of the last
sct. to finish 11-9 in the last ganie o give Police a 3-4 win,
L'pool YM ‘B’ had a good 5-2 win agamst Ford ‘A’
Wav.Lab. *A’ beat Waterloo ‘A’ 5-3. Apd the voung
Bootle JC’A’ march on with a good 5-3 win over the close
knit Manweb 1" tearn.
DIV. 3. No surpriscs here, only Manweb *C’ march on lo
the Semi’s with another W/O, bul I'm sure they would
prefer to plav.
DIV. 4. Maich of this Div. Wav. Lab. “E’ v Linacre.
Wav Lab Pulling it off 5-4. Eddie Clein,
Billy Cheung. Steve Kee, these names in the 4% I('s tough
at the bottom as well, it seems,
DIV. 5. “Boy of the Match™ accoladc went o young lan
Laird of Aighurth ‘A’ for his two wins in two visits to the
table, he beat the two ladics of Maghull ‘C* to help Aig-
burth win, in fact Aigburth were 3-0 down when Tan went
on for his first game. winning 3-0, his win being just what
Aigburth necded 1o take the next 4 matches, to win by
Jscts to 3.Bath St. *G” got a W/0, (bul at lcast they won
their 1*. round match), and Police “C’s season started to
move [orward with a 5-2 win at Greenbank.
So with Cadwa having boen eliminated from the Roadman
Cup, we arc going to havc new names on all of this scasons
Divisional Trophies.
It's disappoiating to see W/O's given after the first rounds
have been plaved, teams would sooner play, I'in surc.

Are Liverpoal YMCA going io do a “Marconi”
this scagon! swith thair “strength in dopth”™ and the
way they are winning their games. it could be on
the cards, let’s see what the next round draw

throws up.

SEMI FINAL Dvaw

Division 1 - Readman Cup

HARCLD HOUSE v BATH STREET “A”
LIVERPOOL YMCA v FORDS

Division 2 - Rumjahn Cup

BOOTLE JC."A™ v
M/SIDE POLICE “A'v

L/POOL YMCA ‘B’
WAV. LABOUR “A°

Division 3 - Hvde Cup

BOOTLE YMCA
M/SIDE POLICE “B’

MANWEB ‘'C" v
CADWA B’ v

Division 4 - Forrest Cup

L/POOL YMCA®C” v
WAV.LABCQUR ‘D" v

WAV.LABOUR'E"
HAROLD .HOUSE ‘A’

Division 5 - Stamp Cup

WAV.LABOUR ‘F’
M/SIDE POLICE “C’

BATH STREET ‘G’
AIGBURTH "A’ v

Matches to be played week of Mon-
day 2nd. February 2004

Answers to Don’s
questions ]

GENERAL PRINTING
for the smaller business
! Leaflets Letterheads Business Cards atc

After a very successful City
of Liverpool Junior Tourna-
ment this time last year, and
having been upgraded to a 4
star tournament, plans by our
Tournament Committee were

2. Liverpool YMCA
4. Arthur C.Taylor
3. Clare Newnes

6 Alice Howard

12, Betty Black

I3 George Smith

17, Brenda Buoey

21, Bill Hammis

i Dance Tickets Tote & Raffle Tickets |
| Price Lists Photo [nvitations Menus i
[ Personalised Xmas Cards and more

| HIGH SPEED DIGITAL COPYING !

Proprietor: AN LUNT (Waterioo T.7.C.)
7. STATION ROAD . PRESCOT |

0151 4"(1 3756
0151 521 4"44
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well under way for this years
event to be held at The Green-
bank Academy, but due to
lack of entries has had to be
cancelled, a big disappoint-
ment to all concerned after so
much work by Ken Armson
and Arthur Gamet.




In Memoriam

Alex Gould Bath St 1919-1984.

It would be impossible for me to go back to Alex Gould's-
beginnings at Bath St, mainly because in the first place 1
was not 2 member at that time in 1948 when Alex and
several other enthusiasts (some of them still alive today,
two of which attended our 50 vears in existence celebra-
tion in 1998) laid the foundations of a table tennis club which today is just about the @
largest on Merseyside in the Liverpool League. I
My earliest recollection of Bath St is joining sometime in the late 50s and Alex was a person I
never really came into contact with. We did not run as many teams then and we played wherever Alex told I
l us to. Playing wise [ do not recall ever playing Alex atany time until well into the 70s in a club competition. =
317 know I was beaten out of sight, not having come up against many “pen holders”, and certainly not of !
l Alex’s calibre Alex was at his peak then and was probably still playing in the 1" Div. The only time the
= club met as a body was at the pre-season Handbook meeting and Alex chaired the meeting and did most of T
the talking. This is when we learned which team we were to be in. Alex hated for any team to play shortl
= and could always be relied on to find a player from somewhere, he would even take teams in his car; and 4
I always his own team by car. l
- Alex was not a person you could get to know and kept himself mainly to himself and it wasn’t until o
the early nineties, when | had passed my County Umpires exam and started t¢ umpire at British League and I
= Nat Vets comps in the company of Alex that T learned more about him. He let me umpire my first match at m
lOldham on a Saturday afternoon. T did one match he did the other seven not having seen any matches
= gutside our club [ was amazed by the high standard of play in the Nat Vets league. I watched Alex check m
the room and the table, plus the net and nothing started till he was ready. Mabel Neary came with us on lots
= of occasions and I also got to know her quite well at the end. Mabel was the map reader and reminder to =
Alex when to turn etc. Later on I realised driving with Alex was both educational and stimulating. And it I
= paid to stay awake as not for the first time having dozed off on the way home to awake and find we were =
l coming back a totally different way to the way we had gone. There was never any admittance we had taken I
= \he wrong turning, instead something like “I've found a short cut” seemed to explain it all away. T did not =
menticn the extra miles we had travelled.
Alex did a lot of community work and I learned he worked at the Law Courts in the city helping
to serve the teas at the tea bar. He also was involved in the Meals on wheels scheme delivering mealsl

Ithroughout Crosby, and latterly with the Crossroads Centre in Crosby. He would be very pleased that this
centre has now relocated to new purpose built premises, just down the road from where they used to be. He
iaiso used his carpentry skills to carry out many repair jobs at the club and there was
s practically nothing he could not do, and when there was a job not within his scope,
I such as electricity; he would find someone who could do it.
b Alex was a magnificent worker and influence at Bath St and certainly kept
the club running in days when the present committee were earning a living and too
= busy to get involved. 1 have certainly found the job of secretary and match secretary
Ia time consuming one, and this with the help of a computer and willing committee.
= His last unfulfiled ambition was to win a medal in a wotld competitien for 80 year
olds, and this he achieved, 1 think it was in 2000 at Vancouver. We aim to keep the
= club going and if we do move to new premises in the future [ am sure we will find a

I way to perpetuate Alex’s achievements over the last 55 years,

I Ron Georgeson Bath St Secretary Dec. 2003,

.I-l-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-IHI'I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I
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